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The Model T, sold by the Ford Motor Company from to , was the earliest effort to make a car that
most people could actually buy. The Model T was actually affordable and it became so popular
at one point that a majority of Americans owned one, directly helping rural Americans become
more connected with the rest of the country and leading to the numbered highway system. By
day he was chief engineer at Edison Illuminating Company of Detroit, but at night Henry Ford
labored over a gasoline engine. He successfully tested one on Christmas Eve, , with the help of
his wife, Clara, taking a break from Christmas cooking. The engine worked for 30 seconds, long
enough to confirm for Ford that he was on the right track. Three years later, Ford developed the
Quadcycle, a self-propelled vehicle. After two failed business ventures, the Ford Motor
Company was born on June 16, The production of the Model T was preceded by eight car
models through which Ford developed various aspects that would eventually come together as
the Model T. Released on October 1, , the Ford Model T was a self-starting vehicle with a
left-sided steering wheel, featuring an enclosed four-cylinder engine with a detachable cylinder
head and a one-piece cylinder block. Fashioned from vanadium alloy steel, it offered superior
strength despite its light weight. It also featured a generous ground clearance that could take
the worst roads, which made it particularly enticing to rural drivers. The Model T was the first
Ford with all its parts built by the company itself. After selling 10, Model Ts, Ford announced
that the company would cease to sell the Model R or Model S cars, famously remarking that
"Any customer can have a car painted any color that he wants so long as it is black. Ford
typically engineered publicity stunts to get his cars covered in British newspapers. In , a
Scottish car dealer proposed challenging his son Henry Alexander Jr. The bet was that if he
failed to reach the summit Alexander would lose his allowance. Starting at nearby Fort William,
the Model T drove over rocks, across bogs and through snow on a five-day journey. The car
ascended to the summit using a zig-zag driving pattern. Following the publicity, over 14, Model
Ts were sold in the UK. It was the last time Ford felt a publicity stunt was necessary to sell his
cars there. By , a new acre factory was built in Highland Park to churn out Model Ts. At the time
it was considered to be the biggest factory in the world, and the number of Ford employees
more than doubled. For this plant, Ford worked to improve the assembly line of the
manufacturing process. On April 1 tests were run, an attempt to assemble a flywheel magneto
for the Model T. This was the first moving assembly line ever, utilizing conveyor belts inspired
by Chicago meatpacking plants. Each aspect of assembly was transformed into moving
assembly, which improved efficiency and cut manufacturing time. In six months the time to
build a Model T was reduced from nine hours and fifty-four minutes for one motor to five hours
and fifty-six minutes. The factory was divided into sections, each assembling a single part of
the car in an incremental building process. The Highland Park factory eventually featured of
these departments in its assembly line. One tradition claims Lizzie was a generic name given to
horses and was passed onto the Model T. Later, a San Antonio car dealer complained to the
factory about ill-fitting doors on the car and asked if cars could be shipped without doors but
include a tool kit for purchasers to cut their own, reminiscent of a tin can opener. Ford began to
adopt anti-Semitic views and the Model T was used to spread them. Also known as the Ford
International Weekly , dealers were required to sell a subscription with each Model T, helping it
reach a circulation topped only by the New York Post. Many dealers, unhappy with this
arrangement, complained and tried to circumvent the policy. The final Model T went down the
assembly line on May 26, By December, the Dearborn Independent folded as well. Competition
arose in the mids giving consumers about 10 times more choices of touring car models than a
decade earlier. The Model T tried to compete, but sales dropped and it became considered old
fashioned and was the frequent butt of popular jokes. After much hesitation by Ford, it was
announced in that Model Ts would no longer be manufactured. The new Ford called Model A
debuted in December after having to scrap 40 thousand tools that could only be used to build
Model Ts. But if you see something that doesn't look right, click here to contact us! Subscribe
for fascinating stories connecting the past to the present. Or irresistibly curvaceous chrome. Or
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founding Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute Now Tuskegee University in and the National
Negro Business League two decades later. While working as an engineer for the Edison
Illuminating Company in Detroit, Henry Ford built his first gasoline-powered horseless carriage,
the Quadricycle, in the shed behind his home. In , he established the Ford Motor Company, and
five years later the company As a young man in Sunnyside, Washington, in , Roscoe Sheller
rode for the first time in a Model T automobile, which had been introduced seven years earlier

by Henry Ford. He subsequently joined the local dealership and made his living selling the cars
to skeptical consumers The internet got its start in the United States more than 50 years ago as
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of interchangeable parts, or In , U. Live TV. This Day In History. History at Home. Selling the
Model T Released on October 1, , the Ford Model T was a self-starting vehicle with a left-sided
steering wheel, featuring an enclosed four-cylinder engine with a detachable cylinder head and
a one-piece cylinder block. Model T. The Assembly Line: Then and Now. Famous Bond Cars.
Automobile History The automobile was first invented and perfected in Germany and France in
the late s, though Americans quickly came to dominate the automotive industry in the first half
of the twentieth century. Washington Booker T. Henry Ford While working as an engineer for the
Edison Illuminating Company in Detroit, Henry Ford built his first gasoline-powered horseless
carriage, the Quadricycle, in the shed behind his home. Roscoe Sheller As a young man in
Sunnyside, Washington, in , Roscoe Sheller rode for the first time in a Model T automobile,
which had been introduced seven years earlier by Henry Ford. It was primarily a gasoline
engine. It was built in-unit with the Model T's novel transmission a planetary design , sharing
the same lubricating oil. The T engine was known for its simplicity, reliability, and economy. The
engine remained in production for many years, and millions of units were produced. The engine
design's lifespan exceeded that of the Model T vehicle itself, with industrial, marine, and military
applications extending its production run. The T engine was built as a gasoline engine. While
not engineered specifically for multifuel ability, its simple, robust design allowed it to
successfully run on a variety of combustible fuels including benzene , ethanol , or, with various
available after-market attachments, kerosene. The T engine had one carburetor , a side-draft,
single- venturi unit. Its choke and throttle valves were controlled manually; the latter was with a
hand lever rather than a foot pedal. The carburetor had no accelerator pump. Various vendors
supplied Ford with carburetors for the T engine, including Holley , Zenith , and Kingston.
Because Ford relied on gravity to feed fuel to the carburetor rather than a fuel pump , a Model T
could not climb a steep hill when the fuel level was low. The immediate solution was to climb
steep hills in reverse. In , the fuel tank was moved forward and upward, under the cowl, behind
the dashboard on most models, [5] which improved the gravity feed. The T engine was an
inline-four , with all four cylinders cast into one engine block. Such monobloc design was an
uncommon practice when T production started in It lent itself to mass production , showing the
Ford company's prescient focus on design for manufacturability. The head , however, was
detachable, which not only aided Ford in manufacturing but also made valve jobs cleaning,
grinding, or replacement of the poppet valves easier. The block and head were both of cast iron.
The compression ratio was 3. This value is low by modern standards but was typical for the era,
making the engine forgiving of poor-quality, low-octane fuel and minimizing cranking effort at
starting. The valvetrain was a side valve flathead design. The crankshaft had 3 main bearings.
The T engine's cooling system reflected the T's simplicity design theme. The first few hundred
Model Ts had a water pump, but it was eliminated early in production. Instead, Ford opted for a
cheaper and more reliable thermosyphon system. Thermosyphon was a common
engine-cooling method of the era. Hot water, being less dense, would rise to the top of the
engine and up into the top of the radiator, descending to the bottom as it cooled, and back into
the engine. This was the direction of water flow in most cars which did have water pumps, until
the introduction of crossflow radiator designs. The thermosiphon system was susceptible to
overheating if worked heavily, but served well for most Model T usage. The Model T engine's
ignition system used a flywheel -mounted magneto to produce the current necessary to
produce a spark to initiate combustion. This current was distributed by the timer analogous to a
distributor in a modern vehicle to one of the four trembler coils , one for each cylinder. The coil
stepped up the voltage and discharged it to the spark plug in the cylinder. Ignition timing was
adjusted manually by using the spark advance lever mounted on the steering column, which
rotated the timer, advancing or retarding the ignition timing. A certain amount of skill and
experience was required to find the optimal spark timing for any speed and load. The magneto
was the first Model T component to be assembled on an assembly line , and the method was
copied to many other Model T production segments. When electric headlights were introduced
in , the magneto was upgraded to supply enough power for the lights and horn. In the early
years of Model T production, all Ts were started with a hand crank. A battery could be used to
supply ignition current for starting, since it could be difficult to hand-crank a very cold engine
fast enough for the magneto to produce sufficient current. However, although all T's had a
"BAT" position "battery" on the coil box switch and a corresponding terminal on the box, Ford
did not supply or even encourage the use of a battery before , when it introduced a
battery-driven electric starter. Even this was not standard equipment for all models until

sometime in , the last year of production. Most cars sold after were equipped with this starter,
which was engaged by a small round foot-operated button switch on the floor. These cars
included a battery and a generator for recharging it, and this system also powered the lights.
Cars sold without the system continued to use magneto-powered lights. Operating the T engine
was not difficult after some experience, although the learning curve was longer than today's.
The various manual control tasks such as manual choke and spark advance and the method of
use such as hand throttle were typical for automobiles of the era, although they might seem
more like farm tractor operation to most automobile drivers of today. Before starting a Model T
with the hand crank , the spark had to be manually retarded or the engine might "kick back".
The crank handle was cupped in the palm, with the thumb tucked under the handle not clasped
over top of it , so that if the engine did kick back, the rapid reverse motion of the crank would
throw the hand away from the handle, rather than violently twisting the wrist or breaking the
thumb. Most Model T Fords had the choke operated by a wire emerging from the bottom of the
radiator where it could be operated with the left hand. This was used to prime the engine while
cranking the engine slowly; then the engine was started with a rapid pull of the crank handle. In
good tune, an already-primed T engine only has to be cranked half a turn for it to successfully
start. The T's planetary transmission is famous for its differences from what later became the
norm for car transmission operation. The 3 foot pedals are not used in the way later cars use
their pedals. Operation is not difficult but requires "unlearning" habits used with later vehicles.
The T engine was produced continuously from September 27, , through August 4, , exactly 12,
days. This makes it one of the longest engines in series production, especially considering that
the specifications remained mostly unchanged for this entire duration. Its production run for the
U. But the engine continued to be produced and sold to various consumer, industrial, military,
and marine markets throughout the world until From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor
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keep you safe. They got back with me with the questions I had and were able to answer them
with knowledge. Buying experience was on point. Discussed the vehicle with the sales crew a
couple days before coming in for a test drive. When I went to drive it, the sales crew was
trusting enough to let me take it to my shop and give it a thorough once over. After finding a
small issue, the crew was willing to remediate it before purchase but it ended up being a very
simple fix we could do on site. Would highly recommend this dealer. This dealer answered my
questions regarding this hard to find type of vehicle. This seems to be a good way to search for
vehicles that are not easy to find. Responded quickly and professionally. I did not go through
with any deals. The Kia forte 5 was to small of a vehicle. Definitely would recommend and return
in the future. Thank you Brick City Motors. The company was very good give me all the
information I needed on this specific Shavel, and a bunch of other cars that they Satisfied all my
requirements. Prompt response and very knowledgeable. Unfortunately the vehicle I was
intrested in was sold. However, once Scott knew what I was looking for he was able to send me
dozens of similar vehicles to choose from! Thanks Scott! I got a good feedback from Ted
Vernon Specialty Autos, fast and professional. Jorgen W. Wonderful dealership. Was contacted
promptly and follow up has been perfect. I look forward to purchasing a car from here! I am not
sure of my rating yet. I was contacted and had a few questions answered. After sending an
email with other questions I did not hear back so I called them but it was only a day or two later I
did ask a couple more questions but have not had a call back. Deal was done on line with
salesman Sam Deen. Went to dealer the next day, car was better than expected. The price was
exactly as we agreed upon with no hidden charges or surprises, on the way home with car in
about an hour. Only wish dealer was closer to my home, would do again. Dealer was very
helpful answering all the questions we had regarding this truck, and if she couldn't answer right
away she got the answers and called me back. Did a very good job answering my questions and
providing the info I needed to make my decision. I purchased another car thru you. Pam was
very helpfull in helping me get the a car I wanted. We'll help you find great deals among the
millions of vehicles available nationwide on CarGurus, and we'll provide you with dealer reviews
and vehicle history for each one. After all, over 30 million shoppers use CarGurus to find great

deals on used cars and new cars in their area. And when it's time to get rid of your old ride, sell
your car simply and securely on CarGurus. Once you're ready to narrow down your search
results, go ahead and filter by price, mileage, transmission, trim, days on lot, drivetrain, color,
engine, options, and deal ratings. And if you only want to see cars with a single owner, recent
price drops, photos, or available financing , our filters can help with that too. All Years to All
Years. Radius 10 mi 25 mi 50 mi 75 mi mi mi mi mi Nationwide. Best deals first. Image Not
Available. CarGurus User. Authorized Ford Dealer. Request Information. Why Use CarGurus?
Ford dealers in Atlanta GA. Ford dealers in Chicago IL. Ford dealers in Dallas TX. Ford dealers
in Houston TX. Ford dealers in Los Angeles CA. Ford dealers in Miami FL. Ford dealers in New
York NY. Ford dealers in Philadelphia PA. Ford dealers in Washington DC. Ford Model B For
Sale 14 listings. Ford Model 50 For Sale 1 listing. Log In or Register. Frame Tab weld on. Spirit
Cars offers many different Model T kits and stages to fit your budget, taste and wants. We can
add, subtract or sometimes customize the kit if need be.
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We offer from rolling chassis's to stage 3 kits to our super kits. Kits ship truck freight or you
are welcome to pick your kit up at our location. If you can get your kit shipped to a business or
pickup at nearest truck freight terminal that will be the cheapest route. Our online shopping cart
will not calculate shipping so you will need to give us a call at or send us an email spirit
spiritcars. Spirit Cars offers the most complete t-bucket kits on the market today. Titling is
available with our kits. Fiberglass T Extended 5" T-bucket Body with one piece fiberglass floor.
The body comes with 2 working doors thâ€¦. The bâ€¦. The bodyâ€¦. Everything below that is
listed is what you get with the kit. You willâ€¦. The body comeâ€¦. The body comes with 2
worâ€¦. The body comâ€¦. Change Language :. Advanced Search. Home Model T Kits. Mailing
List Enter your e-mail address to receive our newsletter. Your Shopping Basket Your basket is
empty. Featured Product Frame Tab weld on. Model T Kits.

