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The Probe was fully based on the Mazda G-platform using unique sheetmetal and interior. The
instrument cluster and pop-up headlight mechanisms are borrowed from the FC RX While it was
sold worldwide as a sporty coupe , the Probe was intended to fill the market niche formerly
occupied by the Capri in Europe, and although it was intended as the replacement to the Ford
EXP , it was also considered a possible replacement for the Ford Mustang in the North
American market as a direct competitor with the Acura Integra and the Toyota Celica. During
that time, Ford's marketing team had deemed that a front-wheel drive platform borrowed Mazda
GD and GE platforms would have lower costs for production, and also because the platform had
been gaining popularity with the consumers. Mustang fans objected to the front-wheel drive
configuration, Japanese engineering, and lack of a V8 , so Ford began work on a new design for
the Mustang instead. With US sales numbers dropping from 30, in to only 16, in , the decision to
stop producing the Probe was made due to it being the worst selling Ford vehicle of that year.
Starting in the late s, Ford and Ghia started exploring a series of futuristic designs with the
"Probe" series of concept vehicles. This was followed the next year by a much more
conventional looking Probe II , whose hatchback styling was also reminiscent of the pony cars.
After the energy crisis, the economic slump initiated by high fuel prices prompted Ford to give
the Ford Mustang a major redesign. The new design would be based on a totally new platform
introduced to Ford by Japanese car manufacturer and Ford partner Mazda. But when the new
generation of the Ford Mustang neared its release date, oil prices dropped to an all time low and
Ford Mustang buyers expressed their displeasure in the style of the proposed replacement. The
car was eventually released, not as a Ford Mustang but as the Ford Probe. Its unique body
panels and interior were designed and manufactured in the AutoAlliance assembly plant located
in Flat Rock, Michigan, the same facility that manufactured the Mazda MX-6 coupe and Mazda
sedan for the North American market. The Ford Probe was introduced to the U. Initially planned
to replace Mustang, Ford executives also expected the Probe to achieve success in the market.
The Probe's styling, while modern, was not universally accepted. It was also not affordable,
making many buyers choose another, and more-prestigious brand, for the price of a Ford Probe.
The first generation Probe appeared in and lasted until in the United States. In some markets the
model years were from to The first generation was available in several trim levels that differ
depending on the market the vehicle was sold in. The Probe was given a 4-star crash rating in
collision tests conducted by the U. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. For the
model year, the Ford and Mazda design teams merged once again to give the Probe a complete
restyling and the second generation Probe was born. Again the new Probe was to share its
understructure with Mazda's MX-6 and Ford concentrated on the interior and exterior styling,
while Mazda engineered the engine and chassis. Along with numerous other enhancements
from lessons learned since the first Probe's debut, Ford brought the experience of many days at
the track to the design table, creating one of the best handling cars on the road. The base model
received a new Mazda 2. The GT model was powered by the new valve Mazda 2. The second
generation Probe was then introduced in August of as a model. Both engines featured double
overhead cam designs with the choice of a 5-speed manual transmission or a 4-speed
automatic transmission. Two automatic transmissions were available to the Ford Probe. At first
both engines shared the same automatic transmission, the Ford F-4EAT transmission , but from
onwards this changed. The V6 engine continued to use the 4EAT, but the 2. It went on sale in
Europe in the spring of that year, filling the gap left there by Ford in that market sector since the
demise of the Capri seven years earlier. The rear spoiler was made standard on the Probe GT's.
Previously it was a very popular dealer installed accessory. In the Probe's final year of
production a GTS trim level was offered. It had no more performance than the regular GT, but
exterior modifications were distinct. Dual racing stripes available in either white or black started
at the top edge of the front bumper and continued on to the back lip of the hatch, terminating
just below the center light reflector on the rear bumper. Chrome wheels and a spoiler were also
included in the package, as well as having a "blank" center reflector which lacked "GT" lettering
that was characteristic to the Australian and European models which were available in either
16V and 24V versus "GT","SE",or base model in North America. When Ford released the new
Mustang in , Probe sales began to deteriorate. During that year, Ford only sold 16, Probes,
making it the worst selling Ford car for that year. Although the Probe, Thunderbird, and Cougar
were discontinued, Ford planned on reintroducing the three in the coming years. In Japan , the
2. In Europe and America, the 2. It also lacked an emissions control component called Exhaust
gas recirculation that is required by law in North America and Europe. The third generation
Probe was to be built on the same platform as the Ford Contour and Mercury Mystique as the
earlier generation Probes were built on the Mazda MX-6 and platform. The GT's engine, like the
4-cylinder, is the same engine as available in the Contour Unfortunately, as the Probe was born
from what was to be the new Mustang, the new Cougar was born from what was to be the new
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uses some content from Wikipedia. The original article was at Ford Probe. The list of authors
can be seen in the page history. Please check page history for when the original article was
copied to Wikia. The Probe was the result of Ford's collaboration with its longtime Japanese
partner, Mazda , and both generations of Probe were derived from the front-wheel drive Mazda G
platform that underpinned the Mazda Capella. Based on the Mazda MX-6 as a sport compact
coupe , the Probe was intended to fill the market niche formerly occupied by the Capri in
Europe, and it was originally intended to be the fourth generation Ford Mustang in the North
American market as a direct competitor with the Acura Integra , Isuzu Piazza , Nissan SX , and
the Toyota Celica. During that time, Ford's marketing team had deemed that a front-wheel drive
platform borrowed Mazda GD and GE platforms would have lower costs for production, and also
because the platform had been gaining popularity with consumers. Mustang fans objected to
the front-wheel drive configuration, Japanese engineering, and lack of a V8 , so Ford began
work on a new design for the Mustang instead. On March 17, , Ford announced the
discontinuation of the Probe. Starting in the late s, Ford and Ghia started exploring a series of
futuristic designs with the "Probe" series of concept vehicles. This was followed the next year
by a much more conventional looking Probe II , whose hatchback styling was also reminiscent
of the pony cars. After the energy crisis , the economic slump initiated by high fuel prices
prompted Ford to give the Ford Mustang a major redesign. Toshi Saito, a North American-based
designer working for Ford, took the lead in envisioning styling directions for the front-wheel
drive Mustang, and a design by Saito was chosen and finalized in early The project was then
transferred to Mazda in Hiroshima, Japan and in internal Ford parlance, was referred to by the
codename "ST". Christopher Sawyer, writing for AutoWeek magazine, in their issue for April 13,
, was the first to publicly reveal the existence of the ST Mustang in a sensational report that
featured an artist rendering on the issue's cover of a vehicle nearly identical to what would be
released as the Ford Probe GT stating "Exclusive: The '89 Mustang," along with detailed
technical reports about its Mazda origins and switch to front-wheel drive. The public outcry was
immediate, with many Mustang fans and pony car purists detesting the ST's Japanese
engineering, front-wheel drive platform and lack of a V8 engine, which were anathema to
traditional Mustang buyers and enthusiasts. Ford Motor Company executives, along with many
car magazines received strongly-worded letters of criticism decrying the decision. Neil Ressler,
the then-chief of small car engineering at Ford, spoke about the internal cultural differences at
Ford Motor Company which led to a strong disagreement between two factions that had
radically different notions about what the Mustang should be:. This idea came forth that we
would replace the Mustang with this front-drive car, the ST There were a lot of people who
thought that was a great ideaâ€”a modern car. There were also a lot of us who were appalled by
that. It was like the champagne sipping crowd replaced the beer drinking crowd. The idea that
we would replace the Mustang with a Japanese carâ€”a different car from a different culture
aimed at a different audienceâ€”this is not going to work. By , Alex Trotman , the
newly-appointed vice president in charge of Ford's North American operations, with strong
urging from Ford Marketing vice president Bob Rewey, a dedicated performance enthusiast,
decided that in the light of consumer outrage, the ST would not make a suitable Mustang. At
this point, somewhat ironically, Mustang sales, which were lackluster, grew substantially after
the article's publication, out of fear that it would be the last opportunity to purchase a traditional
RWD V8 Mustang. While Trotman approved the development of a RWD successor, there were
many difficulties, notably that the engineering budget for the Mustang was spent on the ST and
Ford was still recovering from a financial crisis of the early s that brought the company close to
bankruptcy until the Taurus arrived. John Coletti , Ford's small-car engineering manager and a
vociferous opponent of the ST Mustang, said of the project, "I would rather have seen the
Mustang name die than put the Mustang name on the Probe Ken Dabrowski, Ford's small-car
line manager, tapped Coletti to lead a skunkworks team that would develop a RWD Mustang
successor with the understanding there would not be a full budget to create an entirely new car.

Coletti's team heavily revised the Fox platform for the new car, which eventually became the
fourth-generation Ford Mustang released for the model year. However, production for the ST
was about to commence, meaning Ford had to put it on sale or lose its development budget
along with further potential financial headaches if Ford would break its production contract with
Mazda. It was decided that the ST would be released as the Ford Probe in , taking the name from
Ford's line of futuristic concept vehicles, and be sold alongside the Mustang, which would
continue production in its then-current form with minor refreshing. Instead of being aimed as a
successor to the Mustang or as a rival to its traditional competitors, the Chevrolet Camaro and
Pontiac Firebird , [7] Ford would aim the Probe against popular imported sports coupes of the
era such as the Toyota Celica and Honda Prelude. Japanese models were not in compliance
with Japanese Government regulations concerning exterior dimensions and engine
displacement , resulting in Japanese buyers being held liable for additional taxes as a result.
The Probe was a sales success in its first model year, owing to its futuristic styling and
enjoyable driving experience. In fact, demand exceeded supply in , enough that buyers were
paying list price or higher for a Probe, and Jim Mateja, the automotive columnist for the Chicago
Tribune , urged potential Probe buyers who couldn't find a Probe to consider its sibling, the
Mazda MX A proposed third-generation Probe, which would have been based on the Ford
Mondeo instead of being Mazda-derived, was eventually released as the Mercury Cougar in the
North American market to strengthen the Mercury brand. After disappointing sales of the
Cougar and the waning popularity of front-wheel drive sport coupes in the late s in favor of
sport utility vehicles , Ford left the market segment with the discontinuation of the Cougar, and
the discontinuation of the ZX2. It debuted in for the model year and was produced until in the
United States. The Probe was available in several trim levels that differ depending on the market
in which the vehicle was sold. The Probe was given a 4-star crash rating in collision tests
conducted by the U. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Ford and Mazda
design teams merged once again to give the Ford Probe a complete redesign for the model
year. As before, the Probe was to share its under-structure with Mazda's MX-6 and Mazda
engineered the engine, transmission, and chassis, while Ford engineered the body and interior.
The second generation Probe was introduced in August as a model. As first planned during , it
finally went on sale in Europe in the spring of , filling the gap left there by Ford in that market
sector since the demise of the Capri seven years earlier. The Capri had regularly been one of
Britain's 10 best selling cars throughout the s, but its popularity declined in the early s as Ford
launched high performance versions of the Fiesta , Escort and Sierra hatchbacks. Such was the
falling demand for this type of car that by , when the end of Capri production was announced,
Ford decided against launching a direct replacement. The second-generation Probe was
designed by a team led by Mimi Vandermolen, who led the interior design of the Ford Taurus. In
, Vandermolen became the first female designer to be the design executive of small cars for an
automobile manufacturer, and Vandermolen designed the Probe to improve the driving
experience for women, stating "If I can solve all the problems inherent in operating a vehicle for
a woman, that'll make it that much easier for a man to use. By , Ford had decided that there was
now justifiable demand in Europe for a new affordable sports coupe to be launched. Ford had
been hoping to sell around 20, Probes each year in Britain as the car market recovered from the
effects of the recession from , but in the three years it was sold there, a total of just over 15,
were sold - around a quarter of the projected figure for that length of time. Imports ceased
during , and its Cougar successor - launched a year later - was even less successful, being
imported to Europe for just two years. By February , just examples of the Probe were still in use
in Britain. Both engines featured dual overhead cam designs with the choice of a 5-speed
manual transmission or a 4-speed automatic transmission. Two automatic transmissions were
available in the Probe. At first both engines shared the same automatic transmission, the Ford
F-4EAT transmission , but from onwards this changed. The V6 engine continued to use the
4EAT, but the 2. A new SE Sport Edition trim level was available for and For and , Ford offered a
"SE" appearance package on the base model Probe. The package offered 3 spoke swirl-style
alloy wheels, the GT model's ground effects, and the GT model's front bumper. Unlike the base,
you were able to opt for power windows and mirrors on the SE package. This special package is
better known to the general public and enthusiast community as the Probe "Wild Orchid
Edition". This package was offered in only, and was exclusive to GT models. After dropping the
Probe Feature Car after only a year of production, Ford carried over the Wild Orchid exterior
color for the model year which was available on all Probe models. It was essentially nothing
more than an appearance package, as performance was identical to the GT, but differences with
the exterior were distinct. Dual racing stripes available in either white or black started at the top
edge of the front bumper and continued on to the back lip of the hatch, terminating just below
the center light reflector on the rear bumper. A chrome plated version of the GT's directional

"swirlie" wheels and a spoiler were also included in the package, as well as having a "blank"
center reflector which lacked "GT" lettering as the regular GT models have. The "GTS" was an
appearance package and not an actual model or trim level. Very few Probes were produced with
the GTS package and are considered today to be extremely rare. In most other markets outside
North America , trim levels were labeled as simply 16v I4 and 24v V6. The last Probe was built
on June 20, A third-generation model, using the same platform as the Ford Contour , was under
development intended for release in mid as a model. When Ford decided to discontinue the
Probe, this new design became the next-generation Mercury Cougar. It also made Car and
Driver magazine's Ten Best list for , , and That record still stands as the fastest closed course
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Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. WikiProject
Automobiles. Cars portal v t e This article is within the scope of WikiProject Automobiles , a
collaborative effort to improve the coverage of automobiles on Wikipedia. If you would like to
participate, please visit the project page, where you can join the discussion and see a list of
open tasks. This article has been rated as C-Class on the project's quality scale. This article has
been rated as Mid-importance on the project's importance scale. WikiProject Brands. This
article has been rated as Start-Class on the project's quality scale. This article has not yet
received a rating on the project's importance scale. The Probe was fully based on the Mazda
G-platform using unique sheetmetal and interior. The instrument cluster and pop-up headlight
mechanisms are borrowed from the FC RX While it was sold worldwide as a sporty coupe , the
Probe was intended to fill the market niche formerly occupied by the Capri in Europe, and
although it was intended as the replacement to the Ford EXP , it was also considered a possible
replacement for the Ford Mustang in the North American market as a direct competitor with the
Acura Integra and the Toyota Celica. During that time, Ford's marketing team had deemed that a
front-wheel drive platform borrowed Mazda GD and GE platforms would have lower costs for
production, and also because the platform had been gaining popularity with the consumers.
Mustang fans objected to the front-wheel drive configuration, Japanese engineering, and lack of
a V8 , so Ford began work on a new design for the Mustang instead. Starting in the late s, Ford
and Ghia started exploring a series of futuristic designs under the "probe" series of concept
cars. This was followed the next year by a much more conventional looking Probe II , whose
hatchback styling is reminiscent of the Pony cars. In the s, a predicted increase in oil prices
prompted Ford to give the Ford Mustang a major redesign. The new design would be based on a
totally new platform introduced to Ford by Japanese car manufacturer and Ford partner Mazda.
But when the new generation of the Ford Mustang neared its release date, oil prices dropped to
an all time low and Ford Mustang buyers expressed their displeasure in the style of the
proposed replacement. The car was eventually released, not as a Ford Mustang but as the Ford
Probe. Its unique body panels and interior were designed and manufactured in the AutoAlliance
International Incorporated assembly plant located in Flat Rock, Michigan, the same plant that
manufactured the Mazda MX-6 coupe and Mazda sedan for the North American market. As it was
initially planned to replace the successful and popular Ford Mustang, Ford expected the Ford
Probe to be a success and boost the sales for the company. The style of the said coupe, while
modern, was not universally accepted. It was neither affordable, making many buyers choose
some other more-prestigious brand for the price they would pay for a Ford Probe. It was not
able to match the success of the Ford Mustang and in fact never got near the expected sales
figures, selling only , units in its eight year production run. In , sales dropped to only 32, units,
and it was finally discontinued. The first generation Probe appeared in and lasted until in the
United States. In some markets the model years were from to It was based on a series of
futuristic concept cars of the early s, the likes of which have been seen in films like Judge

Dredd , Back to the Future Part II and Total Recall. It was a coupe based on the Mazda GD
platform , and was powered by a 2. This generation was available in several trim levels, which
differ depending on the market the vehicle was sold in. LX added power windows, power locks,
and power mirrors, as well as an optional manually operated moonroof; starting in the LX was
available with the 3. It also had 4 wheel disc brakes with ABS and 3 way adjustable suspension
and a speed-sensitive variable-assist power steering VAP. VAP provides sharp on-center feel
and reassuring feedback as cornering forces increase. The more energetic GT powerplant adds
an IHI RHB5-VJ11 turbocharger and an intercooler to the intake tract, as well as a knock sensor
and electronic boost control to the engine-control system. The entire arrangement is calibrated
to provide strong midrange output; the maximum boost pressure rises to 9. The Probe GT's
chassis and suspension system is based on a Mazda design, but its suspension tuning is the
result of extensive Ford testing and calibration to achieve the optimized handling
characteristics exclusive to the Probe. Both front and rear struts are nitrogen-gas pressurized,
and the stabilizer bar sizes were optimized for hard cornering. The Probe GT also offers a
special Automatic Adjusting Suspension, a computer-controlled system utilizing variable
damping shocks that adjust to best accommodate acceleration, braking, and cornering forces.
A sort of forerunner to active suspension control, the system permits three different shock
damping modes-Soft, Normal-Auto and Sport. The Soft mode provides the smoothest ride, while
the remaining two modes are used for higher-performance driving. In these modes the
microprocessor monitors vehicle speed, acceleration, braking, and steering wheel angle, and
automatically adjusts the shock absorbers for better handling while reverting to a comfortable
ride on smooth roads. The Probe was given a 4-star crash rating when subjected to collision
tests. An official picture was shown in , though the second generation Ford Probe debut in
December as a model in North America, while in other parts of the world it debut as a model.
Both engines featured double overhead cam designs with the choice of a 5-speed manual
transmission or a 4-speed automatic transmission. Two automatic transmissions were available
to the Ford Probe. At first both engines shared the same automatic transmission, the Ford
F-4EAT transmission , but from onwards this changed. The V6 engine continued to use the
4EAT, but the 2. The rear spoiler was made standard on the Probe GTs. Previously it was a very
popular dealer installed accessory. In the Probe's final year of production a GTS trim level was
offered. It had no more performance than the regular GT, but exterior modifications were
distinct. Dual racing stripes available in either white or black started at the top edge of the front
bumper and continued on to the back lip of the hatch, terminating just below the center light
reflector on the rear bumper. Chrome wheels and a spoiler were also included in the package,
as well as having a "blank" center reflector which lacked "GT" lettering that was characteristic
to the Australian and European models which were available in either 16V and 24V versus
"GT","SE",or base model in North America. In Japan , the 2. In Europe and America, the 2. It
also lacked an emissions control component called Exhaust gas recirculation that is required
by law in North America and Europe. Originally, the Probe was only supposed to be on a
one-year hiatus, as there were plans to bring it back in based on the Mondeo chassis. This is an
example of equipment and options available on the model year, Canadian market vehicle. An
example would be on the European market vehicle, a rear fog light was in place of one of the
rear backup lamps in order to meet the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
UNECE , Transport Division Vehicle Regulation 38, [11] and some vehicles were manufactured
for right hand drive configuration. Initial offerings for model year in Canada [12]. Initial offering,
model year [13]. Initial specifications for model year [16]. It also made Car and Driver
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