Trailblazer thermostat

Your Chevy Trailblazer relies on a thermostat to control the temperature of the engine. Some of
the most common symptoms of a bad thermostat are no heat, a spiked temp gauge, blown head
gasket, and more. There are a few ways that your Trailblazer will tell you that your thermostat is
bad. Thermostats are very inexpensive , f you do end up needing one. Here are the most
common signs of a bad thermostat. The most common symptom of a bad thermostat is
overheating. This keeps the coolant from entering the engine. When this happens, the coolant in
the radiator stays relatively cool, and the engine overheats fast. If your Trailblazer runs too long
without coolant circulating through the engine, the head gasket can blow. Signs of a bad head
gasket include:. A head gasket is a very costly and time consuming repair. If your Trailblazer
has no heat at all, it is entirely possible that the thermostat is stuck open. When this happens,
coolant constantly cycles through the engine. On very cold days, this cooling capacity is not
needed, and the engine never warms up. The first sign of a bad head gasket that most people
are going to notice is a warning light or spiked temperature gauge. A bad thermostat can cause
the temp gauge or warning lights to come on. Other things that can cause the temp gauge to
spike are:. Replacing a thermostat is a relatively affordable repair. Good luck diagnosing your
Chevy Trailblazer. If there is anything that you would like to add, please leave a comment below.
Overheating The most common symptom of a bad thermostat is overheating. Blown Head
Gasket If your Trailblazer runs too long without coolant circulating through the engine, the head
gasket can blow. Signs of a bad head gasket include: rough idle bad fuel mileage water in the oil
a lot of white smoke from the exhaust A head gasket is a very costly and time consuming repair.
Warning Light or Temp Gauge Spiked The first sign of a bad head gasket that most people are
going to notice is a warning light or spiked temperature gauge. Bad Radiator- If the radiator has
been clogged enough that coolant can no longer pass through efficiently, your Trailblazer will
overheat. As a sport utility vehicle SUV , the Chevy Trailblazer allows you to travel over rough
terrain and off-road places. The rugged design and larger engine size gives you a
stronger-performing vehicle with the ability to haul larger loads. In order to keep your
Trailblazer running properly, routine maintenance should be done on the performance and
cooling systems. If you find your vehicle overheating, it may require you to change the
thermostat. This can be done very easily and keep your Trailblazer running efficiently. Place a
drain pan on the ground under the radiator drain plug of your Trailblazer. Locate the thermostat
housing that sits near the front of the engine at the top. The thermostat housing will be at the
end of the upper radiator hose, connected to the motor. Remove the radiator cap from the top of
the radiator. Loosen the drain plug with a pair of pliers at the bottom of the radiator to allow the
radiator coolant to drain until the fluid level is lower than the thermostat housing. Once the
coolant level is below the thermostat housing, tighten the drain plug to shut off the release of
coolant. Remove the bolts that are holding the thermostat housing to the engine block with a
socket wrench. Remove the thermostat from the thermostat housing. Clean the face of the
thermostat housing and the engine block where the housing attaches. Remove any remaining
gasket material or debris with a piece of emery cloth. Place a small bead of gasket seal over the
face of the thermostat housing. Place the new thermostat back on the housing with the spring
facing out from the housing. Reattach the thermostat housing and the thermostat to the engine
block by securing it with bolts. Pour coolant into the radiator until the fluid level reaches the
top, and then place the radiator cap back on the radiator. Start the engine, and allow it to run for
about 5 minutes or until the motor is warm enough to verify that the thermostat is working
properly. Turn the engine off and remove the drain pan from the bottom of the radiator. Carl
Pruit has been a freelance writer since , specializing in service journalism and travel. His work
has appeared on various websites. Step 1 Place a drain pan on the ground under the radiator
drain plug of your Trailblazer. Step 2 Remove the radiator cap from the top of the radiator. Step
3 Remove the bolts that are holding the thermostat housing to the engine block with a socket
wrench. Step 4 Place a small bead of gasket seal over the face of the thermostat housing. Step 5
Pour coolant into the radiator until the fluid level reaches the top, and then place the radiator
cap back on the radiator. Tips Dispose of the drained coolant by taking it to the local recycling
center or your local automotive center. Never work on an engine that is hot. Allow the engine to
cool before you start doing any work. Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week.
Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can come to your home or
office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The car's engine cooling system thermostat is a
small valve within a cooling system passageway that opens and closes in response to the
temperature of the circulating engine coolant. When your car is first started and the coolant is
cold, the valve in the thermostat will be in the closed position, circulating the coolant flow only
within the engine instead of flowing to the radiator, which allows the engine to warm up fast,
promoting fuel efficiency, low emissions, and reduced engine deposits. Once the engine
coolant reaches the design temperature, usually around degrees, the valve will open and close

as you drive in order to maintain a coolant temperature typically between to degrees Fahrenheit.
If it has been determined that there is a thermostat problem, it should be repaired right away.
Failure to do so can cause substantial and costly damage to the engine. Chevrolet Trailblazer
Car Thermostat Replacement at your home or office. Estimate price near me. Service Location.
YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. Car Thermostat Replacement Service What is an engine cooling
system thermostat and how does it work? When to consider replacing the engine cooling
system thermostat: Engine overheats. A thermostat with the valve stuck closed is a common
cause of engine overheating. However, since there are other causes of overheating, a mechanic
will thoroughly inspect the cooling system prior to condemning the thermostat. Since it is
usually not known how badly the engine overheated, the mechanic will also try to determine if
there is evidence that the cylinder head gasket was blown. If so, it would be repaired prior to
replacing the thermostat. Temperature gauge reads too low or too high. Thermostats can get
sticky, causing the engine temperature to stray from the optimal range. Your dash-mounted
temperature gauge will notify you of this malfunction. Cooling system repairs. All thermostats
eventually fail. Therefore, if the cooling system is already open for major repairs, such as water
pump or radiator replacement, it is recommended to install a new thermostat simply as
insurance against future breakdown. How do mechanics replace the engine cooling system
thermostat? Once the engine is completely cold, the radiator cap is loosened and enough
coolant is drained from the radiator so the coolant level is below the thermostat housing. The
thermostat housing is removed and the thermostat and gasket are extracted. Note that some
cars have more than one cooling system thermostat and both might need replacement. All
mounting surfaces on the thermostat housing are cleaned of old gasket material. A new gasket
is applied and the thermostat is re-installed in the correct orientation and with the temperature
sensing cylinder facing downward towards the engine. The thermostat housing bolts are
tightened to original equipment manufacturer OEM specifications using a calibrated inch-pound
torque wrench. The cooling system is refilled with the appropriate coolant type and the system
is fully bled of all air. The car engine is run until the normal operating temperature is reached,
and while taking precautions with the hot coolant, the coolant level is rechecked while
confirming there is flow through the radiator â€” either visually or with an infrared temperature
gun. This will confirm the thermostat is open. Finally, the engine is checked for leaks. Is it safe
to drive with an engine cooling system thermostat problem? When replacing the engine cooling
system thermostat keep in mind: Engine overheating due to causes other than a faulty
thermostat, will themselves damage a thermostat. Therefore, always replace the thermostat if
the engine overheats, even if the thermostat was not the initial cause of the overheating. The
thermostat should be replaced anytime you have major work done on the coolant system. It is
convenient and costs little during such repairs and insurance against future breakdown. OEM
thermostats are the best ones to use and you can request your mechanic to install only the
OEM thermostat. Dealer supplied, OEM thermostats are sometimes more costly but are
generally higher quality and specifically engineered for your car. Number of Chevrolet
Trailblazer Thermostat Replacement services completed. Yourmechanic was featured in.
Popular Chevrolet Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our expert Chevrolet
mechanics Real customer reviews from Chevrolet owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating
Summary. Victor 0 years of experience. Request Victor. Trailblazer - Thermostat - Albuquerque,
NM. Victor worked very hard and was very thorough. Very pleased. Benji 20 years of experience.
Request Benji. Trailblazer - Thermostat - Scottsdale, AZ. Benji was very efficient and effective.
He is very meticulous and careful with your car. He is knowledgeable and pleasant to interface
with and is an awesome mechanic. I will be requesting him in the future as my mechanic.
Kenneth 8 years of experience. Request Kenneth. I'm keeping Kenneth's card in my wallet! He is
very knowledgeable and I could see that he did his research for my specific vehicle before he
came. He was very efficient and didn't mind answering my queries. I appreciated that he didn't
try to sell services that I don't need. AL 8 years of experience. Request AL. Trailblazer - Battery Denver, CO. Al worked in the freezing cold in order to get me up and running. Was on time and
got the job done fast. How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type Car Thermostat Replacement.
This article comes about by the seemingly mass confusion of where the thermostat is located
on and up Chevrolet Trailblazer, GMC Envoy and similar body styles with the 4. This is NOT the
case at all, and people that do not know what they are talking about can be misleading the
regular guy trying to fix his vehicle. On earlier model vehicles, and even the S-series Blazer that
was still out when the new body style Trailblazer came out, they had a V6 engine with the
thermostat located right in the front, on top of the intake, just about dead center of the engine.
When the inline six engine came out in the and newer Trailblazer, the thermostat was re-located
to the left drivers side of the engine, behind and a bit below of the alternator. See pics below.

The housing and hose that is now on the right side of the engine is just an inlet housing for the
coolant. As you can see in the provided pictures below, the thermostat on the Trailblazer 4. This
unit needs to be replaced as a whole. The repair can be made through accessing the bolts to the
housing through the left front wheel well opening, or if you prefer, the belt, and alternator can
be removed, but that is a bit more work. I really hope this clears up any confusion you may have
heard elsewhere. When it comes to a situation like this, you really need the correct information
from someone who does this for a living! ProTech: After refilling the radiator , let the truck run
for a while with the cap off. It should bleed out any air easily that way. You may have to top off
once the thermostat opens, but probably not that much. This also works on the Chevy
Trailblazer. My Trailblazer has a check engine code the thermostat is out of bounds. Chevy
mechanic says replace the thermostat. What else could be the issue? I am trying fix my gmc
envoy coolant thermostat and i am not finding help on location or to make sure i have the right
part let alone help working on it. Where exactly is the thermostat located on a trailblazer. Some
sites and YouTube say its located behind the alternator and others say its located attached to
the top radiator hose connected to the engine. On a Trailblazer- thermostat on the 4. On a Blazer
with a 4. HE told me that it wont effect anything. I had no other option as i had to go further on
that road. Is it real urgent that i replace the whole unit as soon as i reach any city. I just replace
the water pump on a Chevy Trailblazer and but it still overheating I want to know do I need to
replace the thermostat. WE just changed the Thermostat on my Chevy trailblazer 6L 4. I am
having over heat problems but h20 seems to be moving when thermostat opens. I look
underneath engine and all is dry, no fluid on ground, but in the rear of blazer out of what looks
like A C pipe there is water gatering on a sheet metal cross member. Does engine coolant run
thru A C pipes or? Thanks pal for the reply.. I just completed the thermostat installation. Had to
move the alternator though to get the top bold out. It was just too close to get in with the
extension. Moving the alternator made it a lot easier to install the therm. It was a lot of work to
get it done. Thanks again for that good info. Thanks for the info. I have a TB and there is a lot of
bad info on some sites. Use a universal joint or even better a wobble end extension. That will
give you enough angle to get that bolt to remove the thermostat housing. Nice article and
clarification on 4. What tools do I need to replace my thermostat on a trailblazer trying to do it
my self and any of you guy have a problem with a number 5 cylinder miss I replace spark
plug,coil pack and rubber boot or spark plug wire and it still missing help. You just need a
10mm socket on a long extension and jhose clamp pliers. Get to the bolts through the drivers
side wheel well opening. Changed thermostat today. Peace out and Merry Christmas! This
sounds like the the radiator may have had an air pocket and needs the coolant topped off. Also
may need to replace the tiadaror cap as the system needs to be able to build pressure. Worse
cause would be a blown head gasket but you would notice a loss of coolant in the tiadaror.
There is no such sensor. I am guessing that you have a check engine light with code P coolant
temp below thermostat regulating temperature. This code is cause by either low coolant level,
or more likely- a bad thermostat. There is no sensor called that. If what you are saying is true
and that the vortec inl
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ine 6 has no coolant temp. Who said there is no temperature sensor? All I see talking about is
the thermostat location, not any temp sensor? Sorry to say but my has the thermostat located
on passenger side of block near power sterring pump. Trying to figure out how to get out and
find right part. On all Trailblazers and Envoys with the I6 is located on the drivers side, low and
behind the alternator. Let me know how it goes and how to replace it. A picture of the
thermostat when you do it would be great too! Skip to main content. Chevy Blazer On earlier
model vehicles, and even the S-series Blazer that was still out when the new body style
Trailblazer came out, they had a V6 engine with the thermostat located right in the front, on top
of the intake, just about dead center of the engine. How do you tell which way the thermostat
goes on a 03 Chevy trailblazer. Do you need to replace the thermostT housing with the
thermosts. Limo Tavares,Florida. In a jam. The coolant temp sensor on a 4.

