Reverse light switch wiring diagram

How to wire a 2 way switch. Wiring a 2-way switch is about as simple as it gets when it comes to
basic house wiring. First of all we need to go over a little terminology so you know exactly what
is being discussed. It should also help in understanding the functions of each type of switch.
The cable consist of a black wire, a white wire and a bare copper wire. When wiring a 2-way
switch circuit, all we want to do is to control the black wire hot wire to turn on and off the load.
Now in the diagram above, The power source is coming in from the left. Notice the black wire is
the only wire that we are controlling through the 2-way switch. You have an incoming hot wire
black going to one screw it does not matter if you use the brass or silver screw on the side of
the 2-way switch and a black wire from the other screw on the 2-way switch going to the load
light, ceiling fan etc.. The white wires are wire nutted together so they can continue the circuit.
Now as for the ground wire. It is very important to connect the ground wire to the switch as well.
The Green screw on the 2-way switch is for the ground so all ground wires should be connected
as seen below. All ground wires bare copper are all now connected incoming ground, load
ground and switch ground. This makes for a safe protected circuit by having all grounds intact.
So what have we accomplished. By wiring a 2-way switch, The circuit below shows the basic
concept of electricity flow to the load. Let's assume the load you are controlling is a light. The
electricity flows from the hot wire black through the 2-way switch shown in off position and then
to the light and returns through the neutral wire white. This is a completed circuit. Now by
understanding the diagram above, go up to the top diagram and by using the concept shown
here, just use your mouse pointer on that diagram and follow the flow from black wire hot wire
to the load and return through the white wire neutral. This should give you a good basic
understanding how the 2-way switch circuit works and will help you in adding or changing a
2-way switch. So now that you have a basic concept of wiring a 2-way switch, let's look at the
following 2-way switch diagrams to see which type of circuit scenario you have. After you have
pulled your switch out from the wall, the wires in the box and connecting to the switch should
look like one of the following. How To Wire It. Here's How. By code, the number of conductors
allowed in a box are limited depending on box size and wire gauge. Calculate total conductors
allowed in a box before adding new wiring, etc. Check local regulations for restrictions and
permit requirements before beginning electrical work. The user of this information is
responsible for following all applicable regulations and best practices when performing
electrical work. If the user is unable to perform electrical work themselves, a qualified
electrician should be consulted. How to Read These Diagrams. The wiring diagrams on this
page make use of one or more 4 way switches located between two 3 way switches to control
lights from three or more points. Several diagrams are included here that can be used to map 4
way and 3 way lighting circuits depending on the location of the source in relation to the
switches and lights. Included are a 4-way dimmer switch diagram and an arrangement that can
be used to control room lights from four different locations. Check here for 4 way switch
troubleshooting and help with 3 ways switches here. For circuits that control lights from two
locations only, check the wiring diagrams at this link. In this basic 4 way light circuit, 3-wire
cable runs between all the switches and 2-wire cable runs from the last switch to the light. The
electrical source is at the first 3 way switch and the hot wire connects to the common there. The
circuit neutral is spliced at each switch box through to the light fixture using the white wire. The
black and red wires running between the boxes are connected to the travelers on each switch.
The common terminal on the 3 way switch at the end of the circuit connects to the black wire
running to the hot terminal on the light. Take note that the traveler wires from SW1 are
connected to the T1 pair on the 4 way switch and the travelers going to SW2 are connected to
the T2 pair. Each pair of traveler terminals on the 4 way must be connected to only one 3 way
switch. Don't mix up the pairs or the circuit will not work properly. This diagram illustrates
wiring for a 4 way circuit with the electrical source at the light fixture and the switches coming
after. Two-wire cable is run from the light to SW1 and 3-wire cable runs between the three
switches. The source neutral wire is connected directly to the light fixture and the hot is spliced
to the white cable wire running to SW1. At SW1 it's spliced to the white wire running to the 4
way switch box where it's spliced to the white wire running to common terminal on SW2. The
white wire is marked with black at each splice to identify it as hot. At SW1, the common terminal
is connected to the black wire running to the light fixture hot terminal. The black and red wires
running between the switches are used to connect the travelers on each switch. Here the circuit
source is at the first 3 way switch and the light fixture is between there and the other switches.
Three-wire cable runs between the light and all the switches. The source hot wire is connected
to the common on SW1 and the neutral wire is spliced through directly to the light fixture
neutral terminal. The black and red wires from SW1 are used as travelers and at the light fixture
they are spliced to the red and white wires running to the 4 way switch. The black wire running
to the 4-way switch is connected to the hot terminal on the light and at the switch box it's

spliced to the black wire from the common on SW2. The red and white are used as travelers
between the 4 way and SW2. The white wire is marked black at each end to mark it as hot. This
wiring shows the light fixture and the electrical source together in the same box located
between the switches. Three-wire cable runs throughout the circuit and the hot source is
spliced to the black wire running to the common terminal on SW1. The neutral is connected
directly to the light fixture. The 4 way comes right after the light fixture, but before the second 3
way switch, making it fall between the two 3 ways as needed. It could also be installed on the
other side of the light and the effect would be the same. The red and white wires from SW1 are
used as the travelers, at the light box they are spliced to the red and white running to the 4 way
switch. The white wire is marked black on both ends to label it as hot. The black wire running to
the 4 way is connected to the hot on the fixture and at the switch box it's spliced to the black
wire running to the common on SW2. The red and white wires running to SW2 are used as
travelers and again, the white is marked black on the ends. Here two 4 way and two 3 way
switches are used to control lights from four different locations. The two 4-ways are located
between the two 3-ways and the traveler wires run from SW1 to T1 on the first 4-way. T2 from
that switch is wired to T1 on the second 4way and T2 connects to the travelers on SW2. The
source is at SW1 and the hot wire is connected to the common terminal. Three-wire cable runs
between all switches and 2-wire cable runs from the last switch to the light fixture. The black
and red wires running between the switches are all used as travelers in this arrangement. The
white neutral wire from the source is spliced at each switch box to run it through to the neutral
on the light fixture. The black wire from SW2 is used to connect the common terminal to the hot
terminal on the light fixture. This is the wiring for a dimmer in a 4 way circuit. Three-wire cable
runs between all the switches and 2-wire cable runs to the light. To make this circuit work, a 3
way dimmer can be used in place of one, or both of the standard 3 way switches. In fact, a
dimmer can be used this way in place of any of the 3 way switches on this page. A 3 way
dimmer has 4 stranded wires: one common, two travelers, and a ground. These stranded wires
are spliced to the cable wires from the house circuit. On a dimmer like this, the common wire is
usually black and the travelers red. In any case, the traveler wires will be colored the same to
distinguish them from the common. In this diagram the source is at SW1 and the hot is
connected to the common terminal there. The source neutral is spliced at each switch box to
run it directly through to the neutral on the light fixture. The black and red wires running
between switches are used as travelers in this circuit. The black wire running to the light is used
to connect the common from the dimmer to the hot terminal on the light. The most likely cause
of circuit failure is an error in the wiring arrangement. Verify the circuit is wired correctly using
the following guidelines. A 4 way switch must be wired between two 3 way switches as shown
in the diagrams on this page. A 4 way switch has five terminals: one ground and 4 circuit
terminals divided into two matching pairs called travelers. Each pair of traveler terminals should
be wired to the traveler wires from one of the 3 way switches in the circuit. The travelers from
one 3 way can be wired to either terminal in a pair, but don't mix up the pairs on the 4 way or the
circuit won't work properly. In order for a 4 way circuit to work, the 3 way switches must be
wired properly at the beginning and end of the path. So be sure that the common terminal on
one of the 3 ways is wired to the hot source, and the common on the second 3 way is wired to
the the hot terminal on the load. Check to be sure the traveler wires only connect between the
traveler terminals on all the switches. A 4 way switch will only be connected to traveler wires,
never to a hot source or load wire and never to a neutral wire. Also, confirm that each pair of
travelers on a 4 way are only connected to one switch per pair. Check that the neutral from the
source is only connected to the neutral terminal at the load. A neutral wire will never be
connected to standard 3 way and 4 way switches, although some smart switches and timers
may make use of a neutral wire to operate the device. If you believe your circuit is wired
correctly and the lights still don't work, one or more of the switches may be defective. You can
test the switches using the procedure described below. If you have existing switches that stop
working, they may be worn out or the terminal screws may have loosened over time. With the
power off and the device removed from the outlet box, check that all connections are still tight
using a screwdriver. If the connections are made with clamps instead of screws, tug firmly on
the wires to be sure they are all still tight. If you have an old or new switch you believe was
wired correctly and the circuit still doesn't work, the switch may be defective. In these cases,
you can test the internal functionality with a simple procedure. Turn off the power and remove
the switch from the circuit by disconnecting the wires. Use a continuity tester or multimeter on
the Ohms setting to determine if it's conducting electricity properly. To test a 3 way switch,
connect one meter probe to the common terminal and the other to one of the travelers. Flip the
switch toggle one way and then the other. If the meter shows continuity with the toggle in one
direction and not the other, move the probe from that traveler terminal to the other one and test

again. If you find the second traveler shows continuity with the toggle in one direction and not
the other, the switch is probably functioning properly. If, however, you don't find any continuity
or constant continuity no matter where the probe is or how you flip the toggle, the switch is
likely defective and should be replaced. To test a 4 way switch, connect one probe to one
traveler terminal in a pair and the other probe to one traveler terminal in the other pair. Flip the
switch toggle and check that you find continuity in one direction but not the other. Move one
probe to the other terminal in its pair and test again for the same results. Move the second
probe to the other terminal in its pair and test both arrangements again. If you find alternating
continuity when you flip the toggle in all possible arrangements, your switch is probably
working properly. If you find no continuity or constant continuity in any of the possible
arrangements when you flip the toggle, the switch is likely defective. One note about this
procedure, if you are dealing with a smart electronic switch or timer, the internal circuitry can
not be tested in this way. For a 4-way light circuit to work, you need two 3-way switches and at
least one 4-way switch. If you want more than three locations to control the lights, you will need
a 4-way switch for each of those extra locations. Place all the 4-way switches between the two,
3-way switches. Connect the hot wire from the source to the common terminal on the first 3-way
and the hot wire from the lights to the common on the other 3-way. Connect the traveler
terminal between all the switches. Connect all ground wires to grounding terminals on all boxes
and devices. You can have as many 4-way switches as you like in a circuit to control lights from
as many locations or entries into a room as you need. To make it work, you just have to place all
the 4-ways between the two 3-way switches in the circuit. Placement of the switches is the key
to making these circuits work. Start with a 3-way switch at the start and a 3-way switch at the
end of the switch path. Connect the hot source to the common terminal on the first 3-way and
the hot wire from the lights to the common terminal on the second 3-way. Place each 4-way
switch, one after another, between the 3-ways. Connect all traveler terminals between the
switches and the circuit will work as planned. How to Read These Diagrams The wiring
diagrams on this page make use of one or more 4 way switches located between two 3 way
switches to control lights from three or more points. Wiring a 4 Way Switch with Light at the
End In this basic 4 way light circuit, 3-wire cable runs between all the switches and 2-wire cable
runs from the last switch to the light. Email Print. Home Page. Quick 4-Way Light Wiring For a
4-way light circuit to work, you need two 3-way switches and at least one 4-way switch. Wiring
Light Switches. Wiring for Ceiling Fans. Wiring Circuit Breakers. By code, the number of
conductors allowed in a box are limited depending on box size and wire gauge. Calculate total
conductors allowed in a box before adding new wiring, etc. Check local regulations for
restrictions and permit requirements before beginning electrical work. The user of this
information is responsible for following all applicable regulations and best practices when
performing electrical work. If the user is unable to perform electrical work themselves, a
qualified electrician should be consulted. How to Read These Diagrams. This page contains
wiring diagrams for household light switches and includes: a switch loop, single-pole switches,
light dimmer, and a few choices for wiring a outlet switch combo device. Also included are
wiring arrangements for multiple light fixtures controlled by one switch, two switches on one
box, and a split receptacle controlled by two switches. When the electrical source originates at
a light fixture and is controlled from a remote location, a switch loop is used. This circuit is
wired with a 2-wire cable running from the light to the switch location. The neutral from the
source is connected directly to the neutral terminal on the light and the source hot is spliced
with the white loop wire. The white wire is marked black on both ends to identify it as hot. At
SW1 it is connected to one of the terminals. The black loop wire is connected to the other
terminal and at the light, to the hot terminal on the fixture. This is an updated version of the first
arrangement. Because the electrical code as of the NEC update requires a neutral wire in most
new switch boxes, a 3-wire cable runs between the light and switch. The red and black are used
for hot and the white neutral wire at the switch box allows for powering a timer, remote control,
or other programmable switch. Here a single-pole switch controls the power to a light fixture.
The source is at the switch and 2-wire cable runs from there to the light. The source hot wire is
connected to a switch terminal and the other terminal is connected to the black cable wire. The
neutral wire from the source is spliced to the white cable wire and continues on to the light. At
the light, the white wire connects to the neutral terminal and the black wire connects to the hot.
Here two switches are wired in the same box to control two separate lights. The source is at the
switch box and a 2-wire cable is run to each light. One source is spliced to each switch with a
pigtail to power the two lights. This diagram illustrates wiring for one switch to control 2 or
more lights. The source is at SW1 and 2-wire cable runs from there to the fixtures. The hot and
neutral terminals on each fixture are spliced with a pigtail to the circuit wires which then
continue on to the next light. This is the simplest arrangement for more than one light on a

single switch. A rheostat, or dimmer, makes it possible to vary the current flowing to a light
fixture thereby varying the intensity of the light. The dimmer switch will have stranded wires
that must be sliced to the solid cable wiring in a pigtail fashion. A device like this should only be
used with an incandescent light fixture and not with a ceiling fan or other motor. See wiring a
speed controller for wiring a rheostat to control fan speed. To wire this circuit, 2-wire cable runs
from the dimmer to the light. The source is at the dimmer and the hot wire is spliced to one hot
wire on the device. The other wire from the dimmer is spliced to the black cable wire which runs
on to the hot terminal on the light. The source neutral wire is spliced to the white cable wire
which continues on to the neutral terminal on the light. Here a receptacle outlet is controlled
with a single-pole switch. This is commonly used to turn a table lamp on and off when entering
a room. In this diagram, 2-wire cable runs between SW1 and the outlet. The source is at SW1
and the hot wire is connected to one of the terminals there. The other switch terminal is
connected to the black cable wire running to the hot terminal on the receptacle. The source
neutral is spliced in the switch box with the white cable wire running to the neutral on the
receptacle. This diagram illustrates the wiring for a split receptacle with the top half controlled
by SW1 and the bottom half always hot. The receptacle is split by breaking the connecting tab
between the two, brass colored terminals. The tab between the neutral, silver terminals should
remain intact. Here, the source is at the outlet and 2-wire cable runs from there to SW1. The
circuit neutral wire is connected to one of the neutral terminals on the outlet, it doesn't run to
the switch. The hot source is spliced to a pigtail that connect to the bottom, always-hot half on
the receptacle and to the white cable wire running to SW1. The black cable wire runs to the SW1
connecting it to the hot on the top half of the split outlet. In this updated diagram, 3-wire cable
runs between the receptacle and switch and the red cable wire is used to carry the hot source to
the switch. The neutral from the source is spliced through to the switch box using the white
wire and in this diagram, the white wire is capped with a wire nut. This represents a change in
the NEC code that requires a neutral wire in most new switch boxes. If you are running a new
circuit, check the electrical code to understand this and any other updates to the required
procedure. In this circuit, a split receptacle is controlled by two separate switches. With this
arrangement, two lamps can be plugged into the same outlet and each can be controlled
separately from two different locations. Here again, the connecting tab between the receptacle
terminals is broken off and the neutral tab remains intact. The source is at SW1 and 3-wire cable
runs from there to the outlet, 2-wire cable runs from there to SW2. The source hot wire is
spliced with a pigtail to SW1 and to the black wire running to the receptacle box. At the box, the
black wire is spliced with the white wire running to SW2. The white wire is mark black on both
ends to identify it as hot. The red cable wire runs from SW1 to the hot terminal on the top half of
the split receptacle. The source neutral is spliced to the white wire running to the neutral on the
receptacle. It doesn't matter which one, only one connection is needed. From the receptacle, the
black cable wire running to SW2 is connected to the hot terminal on the bottom half and to the
switch at the other end. In this updated diagram, 3-wire cable runs between the receptacle and
SW2 to allow for splicing the neutral source through to the second switch box. Here the white is
not used for hot but instead the black wire serves that purpose for the second switch. The red
wire to SW2 is connected to the hot on the bottom half of the receptacle and to the switch at the
other end. In this diagram, two 3 way switches control a wall receptacle outlet that may be used
to control a lamp from two entrances to a room. This circuit is wired the same way as the 3 way
lights at this link. Three-wire cable runs between the switches and the outlet. The source is at
the SW1 where the hot is connected to the common terminal and the neutral spliced through to
the neutral on the outlet. The red and black wires running from SW1 to the outlet are used as
travelers. At the outlet, the travelers are spliced to run to SW2 using the red and white wires in
that cable. The black wire to SW2 is connected to the hot on the receptacle and to the common
on SW2 at the other end. An outlet switch combo device is handy when you need both but you
only have one box available. Like the split receptacles previously mentioned, these devices
make use of a removable connector between the two hot terminals to divide it when needed.
When intact and wired to one hot source wire, the combo can be used to turn a light off and on
while the receptacle will be constantly hot. Check here to see wiring diagrams for a gfci outlet
switch combo when you need a device like this with ground fault protection in a kitchen,
bathroom, or laundry room. This diagram shows the first wiring option for this device. In this
arrangement, the connecting tab between the hot terminals remains intact. The source is at the
device and the hot is connected directly to one of the hot terminals, it doesn't matter which one.
Two-wire cable runs from the combo to the light fixture and the switch output is connected to
the black wire running to the fixture hot terminal. The source neutral wire is spliced to the
neutral on the receptacle half of the combo device and to the white cable wire running to the
light. At the light, it connects to the neutral terminal. If you have a second device in the same

box with the combo switch, you can wire them together as illustrated in this diagram. We use a
receptacle here but any device such as a switch, timer, etc. The tab on the combo remains intact
and the source hot is spliced with a pigtail to the hot terminals on each device in the box. The
source neutral is spliced with a pigtail to the two devices and to the white wire running to the
fixture neutral terminal. The combo switch output is connected to the black wire running to the
fixture hot terminal. This is another option for wiring a combo device where two electrical
sources are used. In this arrangement, the connecting tab between the hot terminals on the
device is broken off to separate the two. The switch controls a light and the receptacle half of
the combo device is always hot. Source 1 comes in at the light fixture and a 3-wire cable is run
from there to the switch half on the device. The hot from the source is spliced to the black wire
running to the combo and to the input side of the switch. The white neutral from the source is
connected directly to the light fixture. The red wire from the light is connected to the output on
the switch and to the hot terminal on the light at the other end. Source 2 comes in at the combo
device where the hot and neutral wires are connected to their corresponding terminals on the
receptacle half of the device. Lastly, the combo switch can be used to control the built in
receptacle itself, allowing it to function as a switched outlet. This is handy if you want to use the
switch to control a light fixture or other device plugged into the combo. Here the tab between
the two halves is removed and the circuit hot is connected to the input side of the switch. The
switch output is sent to the hot side of the receptacle using a short jumper wire of the same
gauge. The circuit neutral is connected to the neutral side of the receptacle outlet. How to Read
These Diagrams This page contains wiring diagrams for household light switches and includes:
a switch loop, single-pole switches, light dimmer, and a few choices for wiring a outlet switch
combo device. Wiring a Switch Loop When the electrical source originates at a light fixture and
is controlled from a remote location, a switch loop is used. Wiring Two Switches for Two Lights
Here two switches are wired in the same box to control two separate lights. Multiple Light
Wiring Diagram This diagram illustrates wiring for one switch to control 2 or more lights.
Dimmer Switch Wiring Diagram A rheostat, or dimmer, makes it possible to vary the current
flowing to a light fixture thereby varying the intensity of the light. Wiring a Switch to a Wall
Outlet Here a receptacle outlet is controlled with a single-pole switch. Wiring Diagram for a Split
Outlet This diagram illustrates the wiring for a split receptacle with the top half controlled by
SW1 and the bottom half always hot. Wiring a Double Split Switched Outlet In this circuit, a split
receptacle is controlled by two separate switches. Wiring for an Outlet and Switch Combo An
outlet switch combo device is handy when you need both but you only have one box available.
Email Print. Home Page. Control a Receptacle With a Switch. Replacing a Switch. Discussion in '
Electrical Systems ' started by Skaal-tel 79 , Nov 5, Neutral safety switch and reverse light
wiring Discussion in ' Electrical Systems ' started by Skaal-tel 79 , Nov 5, Nov 5, 1. Messages: 3,
Likes Received: 4. Last edited: Nov 5, Nov 5, 2. The bottom switch is for neutral safety, the top
for Reverse lights. I used 6x32x2" screws, lock washers and nuts to retain the switches. I had to
drill out the mounting holes slightly. The reverse light switch and plug can be seen in this
picture - at the bottom of the steering column. Simple male blade crimp-on plugs will slide into
the OE plug. Here's the tricky '79 only part. This is where the wire resides. There are only 4" or
so of the wire exposed before it goes into this plug. I believe it then exits through the harness,
bulkhead connector etc to the starter. This is the defroster relay. It is direct battery fed orange
with black stripe and switched on and off via the blue wire. There is yet another purple wire in
the harness for the turn signal flasher. I wouldn't tap into that one either. Here's a good picture
of the wire we want. The purple wire is the one we want. When the key is turned to the 'start'
position with the column cover all the way to the left, this wire is hot. If you put the key in the
ignition and rotate the column cover clockwise you will not be able to start the car. A
mechanism de-activates the purple wire. Here's another picture of the wiring location. It is easy
to disconnect the large connector and give yourself a little room to work. Yellow crimp
connectors are for 10 or 12ga. Blue are for Simply run two wires to the microswitch on the side
of the shifter. And there you have it. It works! Please ignore the messy wires, I'm working on it. I
don't care if you electrocute yourself doing this work, but be advised that the only way any of
this wiring has power is if the key is in the ignition. If you get zapped you earned it. Jul 9, 3.
Messages: 1, Likes Received: 1. Thank you Skaal-tel 79! Hopefully my 81 has all the same
colors. Mar 4, 4. Messages: Likes Received: 0. I'm a bit confused. I have a promatic 2 with a
micro switch already. So I run one wire from micro switch to purple wire. Then does the 2nd
wire from micro switch go to ground? Mar 4, 5. All this wiring for household and machines at
work is screwing my mind up! The switch goes in between the purple wire Mar 21, 6. Messages:
2, Likes Received: Thank a bunch for this thread. Reverse light doesn't work right, and neutral
switch isn't in existence in from the PO. Last year I just took out the reverse bulbs. Last edited:
Mar 31, Mar 31, 7. So I'm getting to this project now. I saw the PO had spliced the purple wire

together, bypassing the neutral safety, confirmed by starting the car in gear. In looking at this
setup, the purple wire is a pretty good gage, and am thinking that the switch is kind of "cheesy"
and might not be able to handle the load. I thought about having the switch just fire up a relay,
and let the relay do it's thing with the purple starter wires, kind of like the power window thread.
I understand that the purple wire is just a signal to the starter relay, but the starter relay is pretty
beefy and not sure of the draw. Apr 4, 8. Well, you make a good point about the gauge of the
wire. The starter motor solenoid on a stock GM starter is a hefty item. I don't have a stock
starter, rather a hi-torque reduction piece. I haven't had any issues melted wires yet. You
certainly CAN use the relay method you're talking about. I don't think you'd be doing yourself
any favours vs time, effort, cost. Rather than the both of us just guessing at it, why not clamp or
connect an ammeter and measure the amperage flow through that wire? PS I haven't been on
the forum in months.. Apr 12, 9. Messages: Likes Received: Thanks for posting this I'm working
on the same thing at the moment and am also wondering if the micro switches can handle the
load of the starter solenoid or if a relay is necessary? Apr 12, All I can tell you is that they've
held up for me for two years. You must log in or sign up to reply here. Show Ignored Content.
Share This Page Tweet. Your name or email address: Do you already have an account? No,
create an account now. Yes, my password is: Forgot your password? Forums New posts.
What's new New posts Latest activity. Members Current visitors. Log in Register. New Posts.
New posts. Log in. Install the app. Contact us. Close Menu. JavaScript is disabled. For a better
experience, please enable JavaScript in your browser before proceeding. You are using an out
of date browser. It may not display this or other websites correctly. You should upgrade or use
an alternative browser. Wiring a reverse light with a switch override? Thread starter Ollie Start
date 11 Nov Ollie RMS Regular. Messages 2, Location Co. Looking for some help. I want to wire
up some lights for reversing the van on these dark evenings. I want them to come on with my
reverse lights but I also want to have a switch to keep them on as a work light. Is it as simple as
wiring them in to my reverse lights then putting 12v on a switch to turn on my reverse lights on
when not in gear? Could this cause problems sending power back up my reverse light circuit? If
it's a basic old van, then there shouldnt be an issue firing 12v at them for an override. Apis RMS
Regular. Messages 3, Location NW Drives various. I think this would work, but I'm not a
professional. Dont see any need to complicate things like that. Ollie said:. Its actually a lorry but
I just said van. Someone told be to power them off a relay with a diode on the trigger wire from
the reverse lights. Should keep everything separate. Cartunes RMS Regular. Messages 10,
Location Ballymena Drives Hunday. You'll need to diode the existing reverse light feed to save
potential problems. Cartunes said:. Nicky RMS Regular. Messages 23, Drives HiluxSurf. What
exact diode is it il order a couple up on amazon and I assume it goes on the feed coming off the
bulb live before the switch or relay. Also part number AAUA. Nicky said:. Can it be put in the
wrong way around or does it matter. Thankyou for the link. A diode is pennies. I have another
relay that is a negative trigger we discussed before working well but it comes from the negative
trigger on the high beam should it also receive a diode and should this diode be in different
orientation. Main reason i used diodes for my reverse camera installation was because I also
had it switched from dash, therefore without diodes, turning the dash switch on would actually
have supplied a Positive feed to the reversing lights and vice versa. Fitted mine tonight. It tucks
up into the spare wheel well but here it is in the fully down position. You must log in or register
to reply here. Similar threads. Help needed with car stereo. Replies 8 Views Jdsznn 2 Jan
Technical and Mechanical. Replies 1 Views Reverse Camera Woes. Replies 27 Views 1K.
SeanD98 2 Jul Technical and Mechanical. Runaway diesel mondeo. Replies 6 Views This site
uses cookies to help personalise content, tailor your experience and to keep you logged in if
you register. By continuing to use this site, you are consenting to our use of cookies. Accept
Learn moreâ€¦. Discussion in ' Freightliner Forum ' started by Mr. Dave , Dec 14, Each company
we work with has specific experience requirements for their drivers. In order for you to receive
the best possible offers, please make sure your answers above are accurate prior to submitting.
Log in or Sign up. Find Trucking Jobs. Dec 14, 1. Bulb is fine, but light will not turn on when put
in gear. Name Email Phone Yes, let employers and TruckersReport text me with new
opportunities, job alerts and other career information to the number I provided. There is no
charge for this service, but standard message and data rates may apply. Dec 14, 2. I would start
with tracing the wiring from the bulb back to the switch which will be located on the top of the
transmission if the wiring is good it is probably the switch. The best way to check both would
be with a good volt ohm meter, the switch will be open when not in reverse and closed when in
reverse that's where I would start anyway. Slowpoke KW , Dec 14, AModelCat and Mr. Dave
Thank this. Dec 14, 3. Dec 14, 4. David Noriega Thanks this. Dec 15, 5. This is not going to be a
misprint! Did you notice that there is no fuse for reverse lights? It gets it's power from the air
dryer heater circuit. First check the fuse for the air dryer heater. If it is blown, go to dryer and

unplug 2 pin heater plug. If not, then start tracing wires as stated above. Good luck. Dec 17, 6. I
had the dealer look at our model M2 with Allison auto because the lights wouldn't come on in
reverse. Start the motor, chock wheels and apply parking brake, select reverse, and like magic
the lights are still on when you walk to the back of the truck. Apparently the lower voltage when
the engine is not running causes the lights to draw more amperage and the BCM acts like a
circuit breaker and kills the reverse light circuit after a few seconds. At least that's what the
dealer told me. Might also apply to the class 8 trucks. Dec 17, 7. Dec 17, 8. Aug 21, 9. Show
Ignored Content. Draft saved Draft deleted. Your username or email address: Do you already
have an account? No, create an account now. Yes, my password is: Forgot your password?
Additional Comments: Love the site! Application: Wiring 3Way Light Switches. Skill Level:
Beginner to Intermediate. Estimated Time: Depends on personal level experience and ability to
work with tools. Notice: Installing additional fixture wiring should be done according to local
and national electrical codes with a permit and be inspected. Materials: Make sure the
replacement light switch has the same amperage and voltage rating as the original switch, and
is fully compatible with the electrical circuit, the light fixture and the type of light bulbs being
used. NOTE : This is one of the most common methods for wiring 3-way switches, however
there are several other wiring methods as described in the following resources. For more
information about Troubleshooting Troubleshooting Troubleshooting Electrical Wiring Licensed
Electrician Reveals the Secrets of Successful Electrical Troubleshooting Methods used to solve
the majority of the home electrical problems and wiring failures encountered. How to Use
Electrical Testers. When working on home electrical wiring using voltage testers can play an
important part in electrical safety. Electrical testers enable you to identify electrical circuits and
help prevent the possibility of accidental electrical shock. Types of Electrical Testers. I have a
3-way switch problem. One of the switches trips the breaker while the o
3000gt tail lights
snowplow wiring diagram
stratus youtube
ther works flawlessly. Both switches are brand new. Hi Richard, If you have replaced existing
three way switches then you will need to review the wiring configurations with the diagrams
provided in the wiring diagrams section of this website. If you have added a three way switch to
a single switch application, or this is new wiring then be sure you are not wiring a neutral wire
into the switching configuration. I hope this helps, Dave. Name required. Email will not be
published required. Get a Quick Reply! Ask an Electrical Question. Richard says:. October 26, at
pm. Dave Rongey says:. Click here to cancel reply. How To Add an Electrical Outlet. Estimated
Time: Depends on personal level experience, ability to work with tools, work with electrical
wiring, and the available access to the project area. Important: Modifying existing electrical
circuits or installing additional electrical wiring should be done according to local and National
Electrical Codes, with a permit and be inspected.

