Mercury mystique

The Ford Mondeo I first generation is a mid-size car that was produced by Ford , beginning on
23 November , with sales beginning on 22 March Available as a four-door saloon , a five-door
hatchback , and a five-door estate , all models for the European market were produced at Ford's
plant in the Belgian city of Genk. Despite being billed as a world car, the only external items the
Mondeo shared initially with the Contour were the windscreen, front windows, front mirrors and
door handles. Thus, the CDW27 project turned out not to be a true world car in the sense that
the original Ford Focus and newer Fords developed under the "One Ford" policy turned out to
beâ€”that being one design per segment for the world. A revised model line up was introduced
as part of Ford launching a new 24v V6 engine version in the 24v and Ghia trim levels. A revised
MTX75 gearbox has hydraulic clutch operation and an electronic speedometer and gearbox
sensor, replacing the cable operation of the earlier clutch and speedometer. The security of the
cars was improved with the introduction of the PATS system with transponders fitted to each of
the 3 car keys issued 1 red key is a master and coded to the ECU immobiliser system. Optional
infra-red remote locking is made available on most models and standard on the Ghia. The Ghia
interior was updated with new fabric and wood effect dashboard and centre console fascias and
front door pull inserts, replacing the grey ones of the previous Ghia model. A new Chrome
surround front grille is added and a transparent red rear centre panel replaces the dark panel
saloon only , to distinguish the model from the lower spec cars. Headlamp wash is dropped
from the standard specification and made an optional extra. A Ghia X model is introduced
featuring nearly all the options available on the previous Ghia model, including leather seats
and centre armrest but retaining fabric on the interior door cards , headlamp wash, cruise
control and fuel computer. The 2. New 2 piece elliptoid side mouldings were introduced in line
with other Ford models, replacing the linear 3 piece versions, along with a new front wing with
the side indicator located lower down inline with the new door mouldings. As production of the
Mk2 was being readied, the Mk1 started to receive some of the revisions intended for the Mk2,
these included:. The front bank camshaft cover and plastic shield for the Mk2 24v engine with
electronic secondary butterfly control IMRC , but retaining the vacuum control mechanism. An
updated headlight design, with the lens included on the main headlamp glass and the plastic
lens removed for better light transmission. The more rounded Mk2 interior door release handles
and surrounds were fitted sporadically as stocks of the original handles were used up. It was
one of the most expensive new-car programmes ever. A large proportion of the high
development cost was due to the Mondeo being a completely new design, sharing very little, if
anything, with the Ford Sierra. Unlike the Sierra, the Mondeo is front-wheel drive in its most
common form, with a rarer four-wheel drive version available on the Mk I car only.
Over-optimistically, the floor pan was designed to accept virtually any conceivable drivetrain,
from a transverse inline-four engine to a longitudinal V Resultingly the front interior, especially
the footwells, feels more cramped than would be expected from a vehicle of this size. The
Mondeo featured new manual and automatic transmissions and sophisticated suspension
design, which give it class-leading handling and ride qualities, and subframes front and rear to
give it executive car refinement. The automatic transmission featured electronic control with
sport and economy modes plus switchable overdrive. The program manager from , and
throughout its early development, was David Price. By , Ford had confirmed that it would be
launching an all-new front-wheel drive car to replace the Sierra within the next four years,
although it had not yet decided whether the Sierra name would continue or be replaced, with
some subsequent reports even hinting that the Cortina name could make a comeback, having
being axed in when replaced by the Sierra. Several prototypes were tested that year, but the
launch of the Nissan Primera in prompted Ford to make a number of major alterations to the
final product, as it saw the new competitor from Nissan to be the benchmark car in this sector,
having previously identified the Honda Accord as the class leader. The car was launched in the
midst of turbulent times at Ford of Europe, when the division was haemorrhaging hundreds of
millions of dollars, [ citation needed ] and had gained a reputation in the motoring press for
selling products which had been designed by accountants rather than engineers. The Sierra had
sold well, but not as well as the all-conquering Cortina before it, and in Britain, it had been
overtaken in the sales charts by the newer Vauxhall Cavalier. Previously loyal customers were
already turning to rival European and Japanese products, and by the time of the Mondeo's
launch, the future of Europe as a Ford manufacturing base was hanging in the balance. The new
car had to be good, and it had to sell. It was unveiled to the public on 23 November , although
sales would not begin for another four months. At this stage, Ford confirmed that the new car
would feature a completely new name and would be called the Mondeo. Safety was a high
priority in the Mondeo design, with a driver's side airbag it was the first-ever car sold from the
beginning with a driver's airbag in all of its versions, which helped it achieve the European Car
of the Year title for , side-impact bars, seat belt pretensioners, and antilock braking systems

higher models as standard features. Other features for its year included adaptive damping,
self-leveling suspension top estate models , traction control V6 and 4WD versions , and heated
front windscreen, branded Quickclear. The interiors were usually well-appointed, featuring
velour trim, an arm rest with CD and tape storage, central locking frequently remote , power
windows all round on higher models , power mirrors, illuminated entry, flat-folding rear seats,
etc. Higher-specification models had leather seats, trip computers , electric sunroof, CD
changer, and alloy wheels. During its development, Ford used the Honda Accord and in the later
stages the Nissan Primera as the class benchmarks that the CDW27 had to beat. The mid-cycle
facelift, launched in October , had three of the original Mondeo's biggest criticisms addressed:
its bland styling, the poor headlight performance, the reflectors of which quickly yellowed, and
the cramped rear legroom. The lowering of specification levels around that time e. These
specification levels were improved again in as the Mondeo approached replacement. The facelift
left only the doors, the roof, and the rear quarter panels on the estate the same as the original
model. Even the extractor vents on the rear doors were replaced by a panel bearing the name
Mondeo. The most notable change was the introduction of the grille and larger, wraparound
lighting units. The saloon version featured some distinctive rear lights. These incorporated an
additional reflector panel that extended around the top and the side of the rear wings. Unlike the
iterations seen on the heavily facelifted Scorpio and Mk IV Fiesta during the previous year, this
facelift was well received. The interior was also mildly revised, though the basic dashboard
architecture was the same as before. Safety specification was improved, with the car gaining a
full-sized driver airbag in place of the smaller 'euro-bag' fitted in the Mk I Mondeo. The cars'
structure suffered excessive footwell intrusion in the frontal impact and a disturbing B-pillar
displacement in the side test. The Zetec engine was thoroughly revised in The updated version
was far more refined at high revolutions, addressing a common criticism of it. This car shared
the engines 2. Three versions of the valve Zetec engine were used. The 1. An alternative to the
Zetec engines was the Endura-D 1. This engine had origins in the older 1. Although not without
merits, it was not seen as a strong competitor to other European diesels such as that produced
by Peugeot. The contrast between this unit and the competition seemed enormous by the time
the engine was dropped in Strangely, the diesel-powered vehicles could easily be distinguished
by dint of their having a slightly redesigned grille so that more air would flow to the top
mounted intercooler. This engine, first unveiled in the Mondeo's North American cousin, the
Ford Contour, is characterized by its smooth operation, chain-driven camshafts, and additional
butterflies in the lower inlet to close of the inlet path to one valve, giving better torque at low
engine speeds, this was vacuum operated on the Mk1 and electronically controlled on the Mk2.
This engine was originally branded 24v on the Mk1, but later on badged as the more glamorous
sounding V6. This engine was also used to introduce the new "ST" brand to the Mondeo range
as a flagship model with less specification than a Ghia or a Ghia X , the ST24 in The bodykit
option was listed as a delete option for those who did not want it fitted as standard. Although
neither of these models ever sold in high numbers, the marketing was important to Ford, as it
was an introduction to the ST range as a sportier side to the full range, especially significant as
apart from the Focus RS, both the XR and RS model ranges were phased out during the s. Ford
briefly sold a version using the 2. Special edition versions included the 1. A more subtle bodykit
was offered as an option from Sept to Aug consisting of complete replacement bumpers with
round front fog lights and smooth side skirts, the boot spoilers had an additional high level
brake light added. A special edition version of the 2. Rear disc brakes eventually became
available in North America on certain Contour and Mystique models, although some customers
bemoaned the reduced level of feel over the original sport drums. The ST was then launched as
the Enthusiast's car, with a tuned 2. Tuning included a different throttle body, cams, flywheel,
and upper manifold, to name a few. This version of the Mondeo also had even harder sports
suspension than the ST24, and came with half-leather Recaro sports bucket seats, full leather
was available as a cost option. The Ford Contour and its rebadged Mercury variant, the Mercury
Mystique , are North American versions of the first-generation Ford Mondeo, marketed for
model years as a four-door sedan, replacing the Ford Tempo and Mercury Topaz. In contrast to
the first Ford " world car " the Ford Escort , the Contour was redesigned slightly to better suit
American demands. The three shared major systems, including body structure, powertrain, and
suspension. While officially classified a mid-size car, the Contour was among the smallest
sedans in the segment, with its interior dimensions becoming a point of criticism. A five-speed
manual transmission was standard with both engines, with a four-speed automatic offered with
as an option. The Mercury Mystique was produced with two trim levels: standard-trim GS and
higher-trim LS with a "Sport" option package available for both versions ; from to , an
undesignated base-trim Mystique was offered. Released in early for model year , Ford
introduced a updated version of the Contour and Mystique with redesigned front fascia, front

and rear quarter panels, headlamps and taillamps. All three models added the model name to
the rear door behind the passenger window with Mercury adding its brand emblem. Paired
solely with a 5-speed manual transmission, the vehicle underwent handling and performance
upgrades, including re-tuned suspension, upgraded brakes, larger wheels and
high-performance tires, along with the installation of different seats, trim, white-face
instruments, and new bodywork. The SVT Contour was produced from to , with a major running
change during effectively making a In mid-production for the model manufactured after
February , Ford decided to make several more changes to the SVT Contour. This resulted in a
noticeable distinction between early and late SVT Contours. To differentiate between the two,
the late model is sometimes referred to as the " The mid-year changes are as listed below. Both
the Contour and Mystique were praised for their handling and ride quality , and were even
dubbed "A fun four-door sedan that offered European moves at American prices" in an
Edmunds review. For the SVT trim, Edmunds. Although Car and Driver staff wrote an article in
apologizing for the inclusion of the Ford Contour on the "Ten Best" list, it was the only car the
staff did not outright recant from the list, but did cite that, in hindsight, the car should have
been considered too small for its price range to properly meet criteria, and that this is the likely
reason for the car's failure to achieve widespread appeal. The head, neck, and chest were all
well protected and the dummy movement was well controlled, but excessive footwell intrusion
contributed to high forces on both legs and a "Marginal" structural rating. In Europe, the
Mondeo was instantly declared a class leader. However, in it dipped into sixth place and had
been outsold by its biggest rival, the Vauxhall Vectra. In the United States and Canada, the
Contour suffered from market incompatibility with the preceding Ford Tempo , which by the end
of its production run was an outdated design from the mids which sold primarily on its low price
to lower-end customers and fleets. In contrast, the Contour was significantly more expensive as
Ford hoped to sell it on its redeeming qualities, instead; a base model Contour was several
hundred dollars more expensive than a loaded Tempo LX, pricing it out of the market for
prospective and returning Tempo customers. Customers in the Contour's price range were
instead drawn to the Taurus which was larger and offered better value for money; large factory
incentives on the outgoing Taurus throughout in anticipation of a completely redesigned model
due to launch later that year helped the Taurus cut into the Contour's initial market. The Ford
Focus then replaced the Contour after Anticipating this, Ford moved the Taurus upmarket with
the release of the redesigned model, but poor customer reception to the new model's design
and high price forced Ford to heavily discount it and continuously reduce its base price through
its life, reviving the in-showroom competition between the two models. Additionally, the
Contour was hurt by strong competition in the medium segment by the other American
automakers. The similarly priced Chrysler Cirrus , which was concurrently launched by the
Chrysler Corporation for the model year, matched the Contour in design, performance and
driving dynamics, but had more features and a larger interior. The launch of the lower-priced
Chevrolet Malibu by General Motors further cut into Contour sales. The Mondeo faced similar
issues in Australia, as it was hampered by stiff competition from Japanese competitors in an
already limited medium-sized market while its high price drove prospective customers to the
larger and better equipped Ford Falcon. However, another theory was advanced by some
motoring journalists; because the Mondeo was developed in Europe with limited input from
Ford's North American and Australian operations, executives at both operations were
unenthusiastic about the car and had no qualms about letting it fail in the marketplace to allow
for the continued success of their locally developed models. Ford withdrew the Mondeo and
exited the medium-sized markets in both continents in , not to return until the launch of the
Fusion in North America and the return of the Mondeo in Australia. The redesigned Mondeos,
due to their larger size, better prices, increased development input from Australian and
American customers, and changing market demographics, proved successful in both
continents. The Mondeo was released in Australia in , but was not a sales success, where,
similarly, a much larger local model, the Falcon , was available, and was dropped in Ford
Australia withdrew completely from the medium-sized segment of the Australian market,
arguing that it was in decline. The estate version, the first medium-sized Ford of its kind to be
sold in Australia since the Cortina, was dropped in It struggled against Japanese midsized
models such as the Honda Accord and Subaru Liberty , as well as the Holden Vectra , also
imported from Europe, although unlike the Mondeo, briefly assembled locally. In Australia, the
to Ford Mondeos were assessed in the Used Car Safety Ratings as providing "significantly
better than average" protection for their occupants in the event of a crash. Many earlier-model
Mondeos, imported used from Japan, were also sold locally. It was produced locally at their
Silverton plant in 1. As production was limited to one body style, Estate 2. The Mondeo was one
of the first mainstream cars in South Africa to introduce airbags as standard equipment. Styling

was partly addressed by an Aspen model, which featured inch alloy wheels, front fog lamps,
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Focus RS. As the Ford Contour's twin, for pure road-going thrills in a well thought-out package,
the Mystique makes for a fun car at a great price. Since its introduction in , the Mystique has
been Mercury's counterpart to the Ford Contour. Based on the same platform, the Mercury has
differentiated itself by having different styling and trim packages. But for all intents and
purposes, the Contour and Mystique were the same car. The Contour and Mystique are still the
same car for , but there is an added difference: the Mystique is the only one to offer a
four-cylinder engine. To avoid having the new Ford Focus steal sales away from the Contour,
Ford has taken the Contour upscale, discontinuing the entry-level LX series. The remaining
Contour comes only with a V6 engine. Customers looking to purchase a more fuel-efficient and
less expensive four-cylinder should check out the Mystique GS. The Zetec DOHC valve four
produces horsepower at 5, rpm and foot-pounds of torque at 4, rpm. The GS also comes with a
rear spoiler, a leather-wrapped steering wheel, fog lamps and special floor mats. While we still
aren't sold on the exterior look, the Mystique GS has plenty to offer the small-sedan shopper.
The body structure is stiff, and the ergonomically correct instrument panel features legible dials
and controls. The interior still receives some gripes, however. It lacks some of the refinement
found in competing cars and Mercury has never been able to solve the lack of room for
rear-seat passengers. The more upscale Mystique LS comes standard with the valve Duratec V6
engine, which develops horsepower at 6, rpm and foot-pounds of torque at 4, rpm. When we've
been behind the wheel of V6-powered Mystiques, we've generally had a good time. The V6 is
just one part of an equation that makes this car such an excellent purchase for the
shallow-pocketed enthusiast. The real excitement of the Mystique's driving experience is the
result of the car's excellent chassis, suspension and steering. In , Mercury gave the Mystique an
exterior freshening to make the car more distinctive in the crowded family-sedan marketplace.
The Dodge Stratus and Chevrolet Malibu may offer greater interior volume, but for pure
road-going thrills in a well thought-out package, the Mystique makes for a fun car at a great
price. If you don't need the status and gadgets that go with a BMW 3-series, this car brings you
the performance and handling for half the cost. And it even came standard with leather, power
drivers seat, etc. Nearly everyone who has ridden in it has asked me "what kind of car is this? I
guess nobody seems to expect a boring Mercury sedan to blast off and zip around corners
better than the more expensive, yet smaller, new Jetta, and in the same league as cars more
than twice its twice. Rock on! The dealer thought I should get an automatic trans for resale
purposes. I bought it for me as a keeper, not to sell. I really like this car and totally agree with
the reviewers comments of July Great Handling, strong engine. Very smooth and powerful
4-disc brakes. This is a great used car deal - if you can find a 5 speed. I've owned Honda
Accords - great cars, but cannot touch this for handling. I did not rate the car a 10 because of a

clutch leak left me stranded and rear styling is so so. This was Ford motor co. Jacky Jones said
they would fix it for a thousand. Still no guarantee it will stay fixed. This is my mothers car she
is on a fixed income and can not afford to have the dash fixed at this time. Otherwise a very
good vechicle,but factory backing is not there. Write a review. See all 9 reviews. Consumer
ratings and reviews are also available for the Mercury Mystique and all its trim types. Overall,
Edmunds users rate the Mystique 4. Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to sift through
aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are saying about any vehicle in
our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance, comfort, value, interior,
exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to provide shoppers with a
comprehensive understanding of why customers like the Mystique. Edmunds experts have
compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Mercury Mystique and all model years in
our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations for the Mystique
featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and
driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term road
tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put
the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail
to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different
ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Simply research the type of
car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles
for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the
AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for
the Mercury Mystique. Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million new, used, and certified
pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs information like: MSRP,
average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and maintenance , features
upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise control, parking
assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires, wheel type, tire
size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to compare
vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior features,
specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating, and color.
Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is
the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher
monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the
other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're
someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My
notifications My Account. Home Mercury Mercury Mystique. Review Features Save. View
Photos. Appraise this car. Limited room for rear passengers, pedestrian interior. Other years.
List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review As the Ford Contour's
twin, for pure road-going thrills in a well thought-out package, the Mystique makes for a fun car
at a great price. The Mystique comes standard with an emergency glow-in-the-dark trunk
release, designed to allow a child or adult trapped in the trunk to open it from the inside. Two
new exterior colors debut. Sponsored cars related to the Mystique. Most helpful consumer
reviews 3 out of 5 stars, Powerful, unique, needs better quality.. The Edmunds experts tested
the Mystique both on the road and at the track. You probably care about Mercury Mystique fuel
economy, so it's important to know that the Mystique gets an EPA-estimated 21 mpg to 25 mpg,
depending on the configuration. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about
carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that the Mystique has And then there's safety and
reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Mercury Mystique is reliable, read Edmunds'
authentic consumer reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with
the Mystique. Look for specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to
compare the Mystique's average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to
consider if you're wondering whether the Mercury
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Mystique is a good car. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature availability
should all be factors in determining whether the Mystique is a good car for you. Check back
soon for the official Edmunds Rating from our expert testing team Learn more. Other versions
include: Learn more. If you're interested in the Mercury Mystique, the next question is, which

Mystique model is right for you? What do people think of the Mercury Mystique? Edmunds
Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the
Mercury Mystique and all model years in our database. Our Review Process This review was
written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for
a New Mercury Mystique? Which Mercury Mystiques are available in my area? Can't find a new
Mercury Mystiques you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds?
Should I lease or buy a Mercury Mystique? Check out Mercury lease specials. Sign Up.

