Car cd player wiring

Last Updated: July 2, References. This article was co-authored by our trained team of editors
and researchers who validated it for accuracy and comprehensiveness. There are 14 references
cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has been viewed ,
times. Learn more Installing a new car stereo is a great way to breathe new life into your old
daily driver. Because every car and every model stereo are a bit different, you might want to do
some research on your specific car before getting started. To wire a car stereo, start by
disconnecting your car battery to avoid electrocuting yourself. Then, match the colored wires of
your radio and your car and twist the wires together. If your car requires an output converter,
connect this as well so your radio will work with your car. If it works fine, tuck all the wiring into
your dashboard and slide the stereo back into place. For more tips, including how to remove
your old car stereo before wiring in a new one, read on! Did this summary help you? Yes No.
We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and
thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality
how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to
wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with
your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We
use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie
Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article parts. Related
Articles. Article Summary. Part 1 of Purchase a wiring adaptor. Your new stereo will come with a
diagram indicating what each wire is and what it needs to be connected to, but that process can
be made much simpler by using a wiring harness clip adaptor. Use the diagram provided with
the stereo as well as the diagram provided with the clip, to loosely connect each of the wires to
the new adaptor. Using the adaptor greatly reduces the chances that you will make a mistake
wiring in your new stereo. Identify and connect loose wiring. If you are not using a wiring
harness clip adaptor, you will need to identify the wires coming out of the stereo, as well as
those coming out of the car. Use the repair manual for your car or locate a wiring diagram for
your car online to aid in your efforts to identify each wire. Most car stereos will require the
following connections: [2] X Research source The power wire coming from the stereo is usually
red, and likely will connect to a red wire from the car. The ground wire for the stereo will be
black, as will its corresponding wire from the car. If there is no ground wire, you can secure the
ground cable to bare metal in the body of the car to serve as a ground. The 12 volt constant
power wire is usually yellow or blue, though it may be a number of colors coming from the car.
The rest of the harness wires are for the speakers. Use the diagrams to properly match each
with its appropriate wire from the car. The antenna wire is much thicker with a metal head and
can be connected separately before you install the stereo. Connect the output convertor if
necessary. Some vehicles will require an output converter to make it work properly with
components of the car that are not common industry wide. Be sure you order an output
converter designed specifically for your year, make and model vehicle. Secure all connected
wires. Once all of the wiring has been connected to their corresponding wires, you will need to
make those connections permanent. There are a number of ways you can permanently bond
two wires together and while some may be more resilient than others, most will work just fine
for car stereo applications. Be sure there is no bare wire metal showing from any of the wire
connections by wrapping them in electric tape or heat-shrink wrap. You melt the solder onto the
wires to stick them together and as the solder cools it forms a permanent bond. Twisting wires
together and then covering them with heat-shrink wrap or electric tape will suffice for car
stereos. Connectors can be purchased that you simply slide both wires into and either crimp
them together with pliers or twist them together with your fingers. Part 2 of Disconnect the
battery. Once you locate the battery, use a hand or socket wrench to loosen the black cable
from the negative terminal on the battery. You will not need to remove the bolt entirely, instead
simply loosen it enough to pull the cable off of the terminal. To be sure the battery is
disconnected, check to see if the lights come on in the cabin of the car. Nothing electronic
should work with the battery disconnected. Disconnecting the battery will prevent you from
doing damage to the electrical system as well as protect you from shocks. Remove any
necessary pieces of trim. You will need to gain access to the sides of the stock head unit or
stereo in your center console. In some cars, that will require the removal of some pieces of
plastic trim. Be careful when removing trim pieces, as they may be brittle and subject to
cracking. Whenever possible, try to pull the piece of trim out slightly to get a look at what kind
of clip is used to attach it. You may need to slide the trim piece in a certain direction to separate
it, you may need to hit a release with a screw driver, or you may need to simply pull on it hard
enough. Checking first will prevent you from breaking off the clips and having to replace the
piece of trim. Determine how your head unit is mounted. Car stereos are all held in place using
one of two methods: spring clips or bolts. Each method requires a different technique for

removal. Spring clip mounts may not require the removal of any trim pieces and can be
identified by the matching pairs of holes on either side of the stereo. Stereos that are bolted into
place may require more trim removal, as you will need to gain access to the space behind the
stereo. If they are present, your stereo is held in place with spring clips. If there are no holes,
remove the trim below, above or to the side of the stereo to gain access to the bolts. Use DIN
tools to remove spring clipped stereos. If your stereo or head unit is held in place using spring
clips, you will need to purchase a pair of DIN tools. Insert one DIN tool into the two holes on the
left, and another into the two holes on the right. Press them both in until you hear the click of
the spring releasing. Spread the tools apart slightly to grip the back of the stereo and pull the
tools toward yourself. The stereo will slide out of the console of the car along with the tools.
Remove a bolted in stereo with wrenches. You will likely need to remove quite a bit more of the
trim to access bolts that hold your stereo in place than you would have with spring clipped
stereos. Once you are able to see the bolts, removing the stereo should be fairly
self-explanatory: there will likely be four bolts, either attaching the stereo to a bracket at the
back or on either side. Determine the size of the bolts, then use a hand wrench to remove them.
Unscrew these bolts and slide the stereo out. Remember that the stereo is still connected to the
car with wires, so be careful not to rip any out as you remove the stereo from the console.
Disconnect the wiring. If you are removing a stock head unit, there will likely be at least one
plastic clip with a number of wires going into it that you will need to disconnect. There may be a
second clip and an antennae cable as well in some cars. If you are removing an aftermarket
stereo, there is a possibility that there will be no clip and the previous stereo was wired loosely.
If that is the case, you may have to cut the wires in order to connect them to the new head unit.
Be careful when removing the wire harness clip from the back of the stereo. It may have a
plastic button or tab holding it in place. Part 3 of Test the stereo. Before you install the stereo in
the center console of your vehicle, reconnect the battery and turn the car on to make sure it is
functioning properly. With the stereo completely connected, turn it on and try a few functions.
Make sure all speakers in your vehicle are working and that CDs or your MP3 player play
properly. If you have been able to connect the antennae cable already, check to make sure the
radio works. If something does not work properly, review the connections with the wiring
diagrams that you have to make sure all of the wires are connected to their corresponding
match. Tuck all of the wiring into the dashboard. You may have noticed that most of the wires
you connected to your stereo allowed for quite a bit of slack. Take the connected car stereo in
one hand and use the other to tuck all of the extra wire back into the dashboard as you set the
stereo in its opening. If you have not been able to connect the large antennae cable yet because
it was too short, connect it now as you sit the stereo in its place. Try not to let the wiring get in
the way of the bracket you will need to bolt the stereo too if your stereo requires being bolted
into place. Slide the stereo back into place. Slowly slide the radio back into the opening in the
center console of the vehicle while being careful not to apply too much pressure to the face of
it. If you encounter resistance, do not force the stereo in any further. Instead remove the stereo
and identify what was in the way, move it, and attempt to slide the stereo in again. As you slide
the stereo into place, wires may snag or plastic brackets may come out of place. Forcing the
stereo past a snag can break things and make the stereo fail to function or seat properly in the
vehicle. These adaptors can be ordered at auto parts and electronics stores. Secure the new
stereo. If your stereo utilizes spring clips, it will click as it locks in place and you will not need to
take any further action to secure the stereo. If yours uses bolts and brackets, reuse the bolts
you removed earlier to secure the new stereo in the same place. If you had to use an adaptor to
properly fit the stereo in its space in the console, ensure the stereo is secured to the adaptor
and that the adaptor is secured to the car. Once done, try to wiggle the stereo. It should hardly
move at all when properly secured. Reinstall the trim. Being careful not to break any of the
plastic clips that hold the trim in place, reinstall each piece in the opposite order you removed
them. That means you should install the last piece you removed first, followed by the second to
last, and so on. This will make sure overlapping pieces are layered properly. Without the car
harness clip, how can I tap the wires from inside when wiring a car stereo? Moses Mk. You need
to look for your car electrical manual. A multimeter may come handy in this task. Head over to
professional installer or a friends that may know about it. Car electrical systems can be nasty;
never attempt without at least a basic knowledge. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 6. The key wire is for
transferring the electronic signals of turning the key fob to the battery, which turns on the rest
of the engine. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 3. This likely because you didn't connect to the red ACC
wire. The main positive wire usually a thicker yellow is directly tapped to your battery. So it is
important to connect to the correct wire. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 0. Unanswered Questions. How
do I connect the wires when wiring a car stereo? Can you tell me where the blue wire is
supposed to be attached on the car? Include your email address to get a message when this

question is answered. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 5. About This Article.
Co-authored by:. Co-authors: Updated: July 2, Categories: Car Radios and Sound Systems.
Article Summary X To wire a car stereo, start by disconnecting your car battery to avoid
electrocuting yourself. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read , times. Is
this article up to date? Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree
to our cookie policy. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails
according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. Learn the tech tips and tricks that everyone should
know! Learn More. X Help us do more We've been helping billions of people around the world
continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! This article explains
how to identify car speaker wire colors when installing a car stereo. The easiest way to wire in
an aftermarket car stereo is to look at car stereo wiring diagrams for the specific vehicle and
head unit, but it's actually possible to get the job done without any labels, adapters, or
diagrams. Although there are exceptions to every rule, most aftermarket car stereos use a
standardized coloring scheme for the power, ground, antenna , and speaker wires. If you have
the pigtail that came with your aftermarket head unit, and it uses the standard colors, then the
wires will have the following purposes and colors:. If you find yourself with a used car stereo
that you want to install, and you have the pigtail that came with the head unit, then it's usually
just a process of checking the list above to see what each wire in the pigtail needs to connect
to. The reason that car stereo wiring harness adapters are so useful is that while aftermarket car
stereos have all the same inputs and outputs as the factory stereos that they're designed to
replace, those inputs and outputs aren't all in the same places. If you can get your hands on the
right car stereo wiring adapter, it vastly simplifies the installation process. One end of the
adapter plugs into the car stereo , the other end plugs into the wiring harness that originally
connected to the factory stereo, and that's all there is to it. The problem is that while harness
adapters are fairly inexpensive, and they're available for a wide variety of car and head unit
combinations, there really isn't any wiggle room in terms of compatibility. For a head unit wiring
harness to work, it needs to be specifically designed for both your vehicle and your new head
unit. If you can't figure out the specific model of a used head unit, then you're better off
identifying the purpose of each wire and just manually connecting everything the right way. In
that same vein, there is also a chance that there just isn't an adapter available for any given
combination of vehicle and head unit. While it is technically possible to install a head unit
without a wiring harness , it is a whole lot more complicated than the sort of basic head unit
installation process that most do-it-yourselfers are comfortable with. Jeremy Laukkonen.
Jeremy Laukkonen is tech writer and the creator of a popular blog and video game startup. He
also ghostwrites articles for numerous major trade publications. Facebook Twitter LinkedIn.
Updated on January 29, Christine Baker. Lifewire Tech Review Board Member. Christine Baker
is a marketing consultant with experience working for a variety of clients. Her expertise includes
social media, web development, and graphic design. Article reviewed on Mar 25, Tweet Share
Email. The right-front speaker wires are gray, left-front speakers are white, right-rear speakers
are purple, and left-rear speakers are green. Ground wires are black, antenna wires are blue,
and amplifier wires are blue with a white stripe. Was this page helpful? Thanks for letting us
know! Email Address Sign up There was an error. Please try again. You're in! Thanks for
signing up. There was an error. Tell us why! More from Lifewire. A lot of the expense of adding a
CD player to your car is from the installation. You can get around the expense by simply buying
the unit and taking care of the installation yourself. Follow these steps to install a CD player in
your car. Buy a CD player that is compatible with the already existing slot in your car. There are
adapter kits for some models, but these can add to the expense you're trying to avoid by
installing the unit yourself. Read the owner's manual. Usually, you can get a good idea about
the specific quirks of the model you've chosen, how it works, and how to install it. Collect your
tools. You will likely need wire cutters and wire strippers, a screwdriver usually Phillips head ,
and some electrical tape. Other tools and materials if needed are often included with your unit.
You do not want to get shocked, so by doing this you take the power out of your car's electrical
system. Remove the dashboard and your old unit. This can usually be done with just the
screwdriver, but when you are having problems consult the owner's manual for the car or unit
you are removing. Check to see if the wires go into the old unit one by one or through a wiring
harness. When it is a wiring harness, you can use another harness for your new unit and simply
connect them all in one shot. Connect each wire for each speaker each should have a positive
and negative one by one. Connect the ground to a metal connection probably a screw on the
back of your new unit. Connect the power wires to your new CD player. They are both red, and
your manual should indicate where they are connected to the back of your CD player. Plug your
car battery back in and test your CD player. When it works, slide it into the slot and screw it in
securely. This article was written by a professional writer, copy edited and fact checked through

a multi-point auditing system, in efforts to ensure our readers only receive the best information.
To submit your questions or ideas, or to simply learn more, see our about us page: link below.
Step 1 Buy a CD player that is compatible with the already existing slot in your car. Step 2 Read
the owner's manual. Step 3 Collect your tools. Step 5 Remove the dashboard and your old unit.
Step 6 Check to see if the wires go into the old unit one by one or through a wiring harness.
Step 7 Connect each wire for each speaker each should have a positive and negative one by
one. Step 8 Connect the power wires to your new CD player. Tips If looks and sound are not
priorities, if all you need is something to sing along to Journey songs with, just put a portable
boom box in your back seat or get a tape adapter for your portable CD player. Look for deals
from major retailers where the cost of installation and sometimes service for a year or so is
included in the price of the unit. Even if you know how to install it, this is a pretty good deal.
Some owner's manuals do not go into the amount of detail needed. If you still can not find the
information you're looking for, go to the dealer and ask to see the distributor's manual which is
more complex. Kenwood Car Stereo Wiring Diagram â€” kenwood car audio wiring diagram,
kenwood car cd player wiring diagram, kenwood car stereo circuit diagram, Every electrical
structure is made up of various different parts. Each component ought to be placed and
connected with other parts in particular way. So as to make sure the electric circuit is
constructed correctly, Kenwood Car Stereo Wiring Diagram is necessary. How does this
diagram help with circuit building? The diagram provides visual representation of a electric
arrangement. However, this diagram is a simplified variant of the arrangement. It makes the
procedure for building circuit simpler. There are just two things which are going to be present in
almost any Kenwood Car Stereo Wiring Diagram. The first component is emblem that indicate
electrical element in the circuit. A circuit is generally composed by numerous components. The
other thing that you will get a circuit diagram would be lines. Lines in the diagram show exactly
how every element connects to a another. The arrangement is also not plausible, unlike wiring
schematics. Diagram only shows where to put component at a place relative to other
components within the circuit. One thing you have to learn before studying a circuit diagram is
the symbols. The most common elements are capacitor, resistor, and battery. Additionally,
there are other elements such as floor, switch, motor, and inductor. Sometimes, the cables will
cross. Injunction of 2 wires is generally indicated by black dot in the junction of two lines. There
will be main lines that are represented by L1, L2, L3, etc. Colors can also be used to differentiate
cables. Usually, there are two chief kinds of circuit connections. The primary one is called
series connection. Because of the electric current in each part is comparable while voltage of
the circuit is total of voltage in each component. Parallel relationship is more complex than the
series one. Unlike in string connection, the voltage of each component is similar. It is because
the element is directly linked to electricity resource. This circuit contains branches that are
passed by distinct electric current amounts. The present joins together when the branches
match. There are lots of items that an engineer needs to look closely at if drawing wirings
diagram. First of all, the symbols utilized in the diagram ought to be accurate. It should
represent the specific element required to construct an intended circuit. It is also highly
suggested that engineer brings favorable supply and damaging source symbols for clearer
interpretation. Meanwhile, the negative source emblem is place below it. The current flows from
the left to right. In addition to this, diagram drawer is recommended to limit the amount of line
crossing. The line and element placement should be made to lessen it. Because you can begin
drawing and translating Kenwood Car Stereo Wiring Diagram can be a complicated undertaking
on itself. The advice and tips that were elaborated above should be a fantastic kick start,
however. Kenwood Car Stereo Wiring Diagram. True Freezer T 49F Wiring Diagram â€” true
freezer model t 49f wiring diagram, true freezer tf wiring diagram, true t 49 freezer wiring
diagram, Every electrical arrangement is composed of various distinct parts. Each part should
be placed and linked to different parts inâ€¦. Pool Pump Wiring Diagram â€” v pool pump wiring
diagram, century pool pump wiring diagram, hayward pool pump wiring diagram, Every
electrical arrangement consists of various different parts. Each part ought to be placed and
linked to other parts in particular manner. If not, theâ€¦. Each component ought to be set and
linked to other parts in particular way. If not, the arrangement will notâ€¦. Ford Ranger Radio
Wiring Diagram. About this item Details About this item. Item description Details Seller's
description. What does this price mean? This is the price excluding shipping and handling fees
a seller has provided at which the same item, or one that is nearly identical to it, is being offered
for sale or has been offered for sale in the recent past. The price may be the seller's own pric
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e elsewhere or another seller's price. The "off" amount and percentage simply signifies the
calculated difference between the seller-provided price for the item elsewhere and the seller's
price on eBay. Delivery Tue, Mar 9 - Tue, Apr Buy It Now. Add to cart. Ships from. Oliver
Springs, Tennessee. Shipping, Returns and Payments Details See details. No returns , but
backed by eBay Money back guarantee. Top-rated Plus. Trusted seller, fast shipping, and easy
returns. Learn More. Get the item you ordered or your money back. Get the item you ordered or
your money back Learn More. About this seller. Seller's other items. Contact seller. Related
items to consider. About this item. Manufacturer Part Number. Interchange Part Number. WH
Metra See all. Item description " The color codes used on this car stereo connector harness
conform to the EIA Electronics Industry Association standard. Depending on the radio
manufacturer, connector harness colors. Best Selling in Dash Parts. You may also like.

