Apartment fuse box

Click to see full answer Furthermore, where would a fuse box be in an apartment? Circuit
breakers are generally located in low-traffic areas of the home, such as a basement, garage, or
utility closet. If you live in an apartment , your circuit breaker may be in a more central location,
such as a hallway or laundry area. Additionally, do apartments have breaker boxes? If you're in
an apartment building and there isn't a breaker box in your unit, there is probably a common
one out in a hallway or in the common laundry room. If you have a common breaker box , it is
probably locked so that tenants can 't accidentally flip breakers for their neighbors. Most states
only require landlords to provide access to the fuse box to tenants when the building has four
or more rentable units. If a building has less than four, the landlord is typically not required to
provide individual access to the fuse box. Fuses are housed in a fuse box â€”the precursor to
the main service panel found with modern circuit breaker systems. The fuse box is usually
located away from main living areas, such as the garage, laundry room, or basement. If you're
unsure whether you have a fuse or breaker box , locate the panel and open it up. A fuse is made
up of a piece of metal that melts when overheated; a circuit breaker has an internal switch
mechanism that is tripped by an unsafe surge of electricity. Fuses tend to be quicker to
interrupt the flow of power, but must be replaced after they melt, while circuit breakers can
usually simply be reset. Checking and changing a fuse can be accomplished without tools. Find
the fuse box. Lay the rubber mat on the floor in front of the fuse box and stand on it. Look
closely at each fuse. Identify the circuit affected by the blown fuse. Turn off house power at the
main switch. Older homes can have more than one circuit breaker or fuse box. If shutting off
power in your home, make sure you turn off the main power at each box. Keep a box of spare
fuses next to your fuse box to make replacing them easier. Essentially there is nothing 'unsafe'
with old installations - they will comply to the reglations around at their time of installation.
However, old wiring will have been used and will over time wear out just like anything else, the
main problem being in the breakdown of insulation. As a way to narrow down your hunt, the
main panel will most likely be found in a closet, basement, garage, laundry room, or even
outside â€” somewhere out of sight, out of mind. It's a bit of an eye sore, usually a large metal
box looking thing affixed to the wall. Car fuses are color coded by amp rating. Before you buy
and replace car fuses , keep in mind that the fuse panel cover often contains spare fuses and
even a fuse puller. Just be sure to replace the spares so they'll be there the next time you need
them. Time Limits It could be as long as 30 days for a problem that's more an inconvenience
than a hazard, but if you're living without electricity for a month, this is a definite hardship. It
may be dangerous as well if you fall and hurt yourself in the dark or if you have electric heat
that isn't working. There is a fuse box located under the hood. This fuse box is usually found on
the driver's side of the car. Look under the dash board below the steering wheel. Instructions
Turn off the light switches and unplug appliances in the room that has lost power. Find your
circuit breaker box and open the cover. Locate the tripped breaker. Reset the breaker by moving
it to the full "off" position and then back to "on. Fuse boxes send appropriate amounts of power
to each circuit in the house. They can also be used to turn off power to individual circuits. Most
importantly, they protect you and your home from electrical fires and other problems. Under
normal conditions, all your fuses or breakers remain on at all times. Need a hand? The simple
answer is that, yes, circuit breakers go bad , so your suspicions may be well-founded. Just like
any other essential device in your home e. That said, don't begin replacing your circuit breaker
just yet. These are individual breakers. To shut one off , flip the lever to the " off " position. Test
the device to make sure power is off before working on it. To turn off power to the entire house,
flip off the main breaker , usually a double-width switch located at the top of the service panel.
Solution: Head out to the main electrical panel, open the outside cover and there you see 20 â€”
30 or more circuit breakers. Don't panic, on the backside of the panel cover there is a list by
number of the breakers. Next to each breaker number is a description of each circuit and what it
controls. Most homes ideally have or amp breaker boxes depending on the amount of electricity
that the panel needs to handle and the number of circuits that are added to the main circuit
breaker panel. So, when someone needs a bigger breaker box , they could be referring to the
amps or the number of circuits. Problems in the electrical system can cause fuses to blow
regularly â€” all it takes is a short to the ground wire on one bulb, and you can blow the fuse.
Understand that if the fuse does fail, neither headlight will work. If one bulb is working but not
the other, the problem is not the fuse. Fuses should last for years. Where is fuse box in
apartment? Category: home and garden home appliances. The first thing you need to know is
where the fuse box is located in your apartment. They are often found in bedroom closets, or on
the wall in hallways. The standard color of the door leading to the box is gray, but it can also be
black. What is the difference between a breaker and a fuse? How do you test a house fuse? Do
houses have more than one fuse box? Are old fuse boxes safe? Where is the electrical panel in
a house? Do cars have spare fuses? How long can my landlord leave me without electricity?

Time Limits. Where is the fuse box located in a car? How do you fix a circuit breaker? Turn off
the light switches and unplug appliances in the room that has lost power. How does a fuse box
work? How do you fix a blown fuse? Can house fuses go bad? How do you turn off a breaker in
an apartment? How do you tell which breaker is for what? How many breaker boxes can you
have in a house? How long do fuses last? How much does it cost to fix a blown fuse in a
house? Similar Asks. Popular Asks. Last Updated: May 29, References. This article was
co-authored by Jesse Kuhlman. Jesse is also the author of four eBooks on home wiring
including "Residential Electrical Troubleshooting" which covers basic electrical
troubleshooting in residential homes. There are 22 references cited in this article, which can be
found at the bottom of the page. This article has been viewed , times. While it is not a common
occurrence, every once in a while you may have to replace a fuse or reset a breaker. It helps to
know where your circuit breaker or fuse box is beforehand so you aren't searching in the dark
during a power outage. Boxes can be anywhere from outside to in your basement. Once you've
found it, it's important to know the difference between a circuit breaker box and a fuse box, and
how to restore power. To find your fuse box or circuit breaker box, try searching in your garage,
storage spaces, basement, or hallway for a metal box that's flush with the wall. Once you find
your box, open the door. If you see rows of switches, you have a circuit breaker box.
Alternatively, if you see round fuses that are screwed into sockets, you have a fuse box. For
more tips from our Electrician co-author, like how to replace a blown fuse, keep reading! Did
this summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the world
continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us
to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our
work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private
browsers. Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an
account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree
to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article
Explore this Article parts. Tips and Warnings. Related Articles. Article Summary. Part 1 of
Search inside your home. Keep an eye out for a metal box, usually flush with the wall. The box
will have a metal door to keep the breakers or fuses protected. Check your garage for the circuit
breaker or fuse box. It might also be in a storage room, utility room, the basement, or a hallway.
If you can't find your box in one of these areas, look again or see if you can spot where the
power connects to your house from outside. Check for your box in the surrounding areas. If you
live in an apartment, check in a cupboard or hallway. Depending on how old your house is, your
circuit breaker or fuse box could be outside. Start by checking next to the meter box for your
house. If you have trouble finding your circuit breaker or fuse box, ask a neighbor where theirs
is. If you live in a neighborhood with houses built in the same era, the boxes may be in similar
locations. Call an electrician if you can't find your circuit breaker or fuse box. Some boxes can
be hard to find depending on additions or remodeling done to the house. Determine if you have
a fuse box or a circuit breaker box. Once you've found your box, open the door. Fuses are
round and screw into sockets in the fuse box, much like a light bulb. If you have a particularly
large house, you may even have multiple fuse or breaker boxes. Part 2 of Unplug any
appliances in the same area where power loss occurred. If you lost power in your bedroom,
unplug everything in that room before replacing any fuses. Turn off the main power in the fuse
box. Wear gloves and rubber-soled shoes when working in the fuse box. Be sure to remove any
jewelry before replacing fuses. Exercise caution when working in the fuse box. If not, leave it
out while you replace the fuse, then reinsert it. Find the broken fuse. In each fuse box, there
should be a circuit list that tells you what fuses control what circuits. This will give you an idea
of what fuse may have blown. Find the fuse that corresponds with the area of the house that
lost power. If you pull a fuse out and no other circuits lose power, you've found the blown fuse.
Replace the fuse. To replace the fuse, simply screw the new fuse into the socket. Make sure you
replace the fuse with a new one of the same amperage. Do not replace a blown fuse with one of
a higher rating. The higher the rating the larger the appliance they power. If you're having a
recurring problem with this, you may need to install a new circuit breaker to split the load. Turn
on the main power. Once you have replaced the fuse, switch the main power back on. If the fuse
blows again, call an electrician to inspect your wiring. If the fuse blows, there could be a
problem with the appliance. There could also be too many appliances plugged into one circuit.
Part 3 of Unplug any appliances in the area without power. When you trip a breaker and lose
power to a room, unplug everything in that room. Find the "tripped" breaker. You can spot the
breaker in question by finding the switch that is out of line with the other switches. If you have
power, your breakers should all be in the "on" position. The tripped breaker will either be
flipped to "off" or it will not be fully on. This can help you locate the tripped breaker. Reset the
breaker. Flip the tripped breaker all the way off before turning it back on. Many breakers will not

reset unless they have been turned off completely. Test your power. Once you have flipped the
breaker back on, plug your appliances back in. If you trip the breaker again, there may be an
issue with your appliance, or you could be plugging too many appliances into one circuit. If that
does not solve the problem, call an electrician, as you may need to have a new circuit breaker
installed. Did you know you can read expert answers for this article? Unlock expert answers by
supporting wikiHow. Jesse Kuhlman Master Electrician. Jesse Kuhlman. Support wikiHow by
unlocking this expert answer. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 1. Look for panels that open into the wall or
ceiling, especially in closets. Look in the crawl space or in the basement. Not Helpful 1 Helpful
5. If the house didn't have one when it was built, it most likely had one installed later. Not
Helpful 1 Helpful 4. Yes, those are two common places. It may also be in a hallway, or even a
bathroom. Look for an unmarked metal panel with a door. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 5. No, because if
there was an emergency, it would be an obstacle. Plug it in. If there is not a power cable, find a
power and ground wire and wire the connections together. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 0. Breaker box
has multiple switches and tags next to switches are not matching real locations. Is it the only
way to make short circuit on purpose at the place I want to turn off? Upnorth Here. There are
many ways to match locations to the breakers and one of them involve "short circuit". You may
use an AC-powered radio to plug into different locations then turn off breakers until you no
longer hear the radio. Or, buy a "tracing" device at the hardware store with a transmitter to plug
in and then "search" the breaker box with the "receiver" part of the tool. When you find the right
breaker, with the loudest tone, switching it off will also stop the signal tone to confirm it.
Unanswered Questions. How do I open the latch to the circuit breaker box? What do I do if I
can't find the main shut off for my breaker box? Where can I find fuse holders for a fuse box?
Where is the breaker box located in a mobile home? Include your email address to get a
message when this question is answered. Other names for a fuse box or breaker box include
electrical box or service panel. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. Make sure all adults living in your home
know where the fuse box or breaker box is located. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 1. If your box does not
have a circuit list, you may need to create your own. Use a flashlight to help you find the circuit
breaker or fuse box in a power outage. Older homes can have more than one circuit breaker or
fuse box. If shutting off power in your home, make sure you turn off the main power at each
box. Keep a box of spare fuses next to your fuse box to make replacing them easier. Never
replace a blown fuse with one of a higher amperage. Doing so could start a fire. Helpful 7 Not
Helpful 1. Do not block the path to your circuit breaker or fuse box. Related wikiHows How to.
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in your garage, storage spaces, basement, or hallway for a metal box that's flush with the wall.
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make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Lory V.
Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to our
privacy policy. Follow Us. Too hard on yourself? Learn how to have kinder self-talk. Take the
Course. X Help us do more We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to
learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Let's do this!

