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The formula for the original Detroit muscle car was very simple: take a cheap midsize car, stuff
a big engine into it, and add some racy-looking stripes and gingerbread. Then, as profits for the
original hilariously fun but uncivilized version decline, bulk the car up with luxury goodies and
add sufficient power to keep it quick. The Taurus SHO didn't even get an automatic
transmission as an option until the model year, but at least 5-speed versions could be
purchased through non-SHO Tauruses with three pedals are so incredibly rare that I consider
this Taurus MT-5 to be my greatest Junkyard Treasure of last year. For the Taurus SHOs, a
four-speed slushbox was mandatory, but at least it came with this fairly raucus horsepower
aluminum-block V8, based on the Duratec V6 and developed with help from Yamaha and
Cosworth. By the time today's Junkyard Treasure hit the market, Ford was already pushing a
hot-rodded version of the Detroitified Ford Mondeo , known as the Contour SVT , and that car
could be had with a 5-speed bolted to its horsepower Duratec V6. The SHO V8 engine suffered
from cam-gear problems that nuked a lot of engines, so perhaps that's the reason such a
low-mile car ended up at my local Pull-It-Yerself wrecking yard; it's also possible that its final
owner racked up many unpaid parking tickets and the car didn't attract any interest at the
subsequent impounded-cars auction. Unexpectedly, the few Taurus SHOs that have competed
in the 24 Hours of Lemons race series have been far more reliable though also much slower
than their earlier V6 SHO brethren. Car Life. Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories.
Murilee Martin. Just barely cracked the ,mile mark. This content is created and maintained by a
third party, and imported onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may
be able to find more information about this and similar content at piano. Advertisement Continue Reading Below. More From Junkyard Treasures. It was originally produced by Ford
from until It returned in for the model year. It was originally created as a limited production
model for However, the car proved to be very popular and sold 15, units in its first model year,
[3] leading Ford to order more engines and begin series production. There has been some
confusion about the original intended use of the engine. It was thought this engine was first
intended to power a mid-engine sports car, that project known internally as GN34 was canceled.
Patents have been found and pictures of prototype SHO powerplants installed in the Taurus
show that the original intent was for the larger FWD setup and the GN34 would have come later.
Production of the SHO came to an end after the model year due to plummeting sales. The SHO
differed from the normal Taurus on the exterior by having a Mercury Sable hood, different
bumpers, side cladding, and fog lamps. A special edition of the SHO called the Plus package
became available in late It came as part of option package A and contained different styling
cues from the standard SHO, including a plastic 'Power Bulge' hood, chrome window trim, a
plastic spoiler without the 3rd brake light, body colored stripe in the lower cladding, black
mirrors, black B and C pillars, rod shifter upgrade, and a body color TAURUS badge. There were
also some SHO's that came with only part of the package options known in the community as a
'partial plus'. White painted pluses had the option of white painted "slicer" wheels. Also in 91 a
green called "Deep Jewel Green Clearcoat Metallic" was available, but only with the plus option.
The SHO was redesigned for , although it continued with the same powertrain as before: The
Yamaha Built V-6 engine and 5-speed manual transmission. The second generation SHO
borrowed from the Mercury Sable 's front fenders, hood, and headlights, but used a different
bumper, fog lamps, and no middle lightbar. For the model year, the rear brakes on the SHO were
converted to solid discs, replacing the vented discs of almost identical dimensions that were
used in the â€” model years. The lack of an automatic transmission had hurt sales, which was a
situation that Ford rectified for MY Other changes for included a trunklid spoiler, with integrated
center high mount stop lamp, and "Italian" or directional Slicer wheels. With the addition of
Italian slicers the SHO now had right and left specific wheels. The model years featured very
subtle changes. They no longer came with chrome trim around the windows, the door handles
were now painted body color, and black was no longer offered as an interior or exterior color.
They then replaced the stock engine and drivetrain with SHO drivetrain. Inside, the interior was
replicated of that of a high spec SHO sedan, including its sport seats, steering wheel, and
included most of the SHO's equipment. The model became nothing more than a one off special,
and the Car and Driver staff as well as Ford admitted that the SHO wagon was created "just for
fun", and was never meant to be a serious production vehicle. This generation of SHO has
become prominent in American pop culture due to comedian Conan O'Brien using a green
model that he personally owns in a number of comedy sketches. He would later facetiously
claim to be the main influence behind Ford's decision to revive the model in a sketch when he
"reviewed" the SHO with a Ford employee. Unlike its predecessors, this SHO was more refined
and used less radical bodywork. It differed from the normal Taurus with different seats, Alloy
wheels , bumpers , V8 drivetrain, as well as a fin being put on the driver's side windshield wiper
, to keep it on the windshield at high speeds. It was also the only Ford Taurus generation with a

V8 Engine. The and later models got the AX4N transmission, which has the same gearsets and
thus the same gear ratios as the AX4S used in the to SHO, except for the final gear at When
energized Lower speeds it is full soft, when no power fast speeds and hard braking , full hard.
This included modified suspensions strut and Adaptable Assisted Steering. Each corner of the
car can be in either mode and acts independently. This eliminates dive on heavy braking and
drastically reduces squat on acceleration. The shock solenoids on all 4 struts and the solenoid
on the ZF rack and pinion steering changes their behaviour hard or soft based on independent
suspension sensors and ABS sensor based speed detection. The and models had sensors on
all 4 wheels. The models only had sensors on the 2 front wheels. The SARC suspension option
was deleted on the models using the same struts of the non-SHO Taurus, but keeping the
adjustable power steering option. After skipping two Ford Taurus generations, the resurrected
sport sedan has all-wheel drive and is largely derived from the Ford D3 platform. It features a 3.
This includes SHO-specific shock absorbers, springs, stabilizer bars and strut mount bushings.
An optional Performance Package offers better brake pads, recalibrated steering, a "Sport
Mode" for the stability control, additional cooling capacity, engine oil cooler, transmission
cooler, PTU cooler, a shorter 3. Visually, the differences from the regular Taurus are subtle. The
models were even more subtle, sporting a chrome wide-toothed grill, SHO C-Pillar logo and
5-spoked wheels. They all have a decklid spoiler, dual polished stainless steel exhaust tips, new
parking lamp bezels, a SHO EcoBoost rear logo. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor
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dramatic redesign, Ford is playing it safe with the Taurus, trying to keep costs down as their
top-selling car faces sharp criticism from the press and closed checkbooks of potential buyers,
who are less than captivated by this vehicle's startling new shape. Softening the Taurus's front
end and simplifying the option procedure are the main ways that Ford executives hope to get
more customers into the showrooms. We have been able to spend some time with the Taurus
and its stablemate the Mercury Sable and have found ourselves won over by this odd-looking
family sedan and wagon. If you can get past the strange curves and odd snout, the Taurus still
offers a lot of car for the money. Upon settling into the Taurus's cockpit, the first thing most
drivers notice is the logical placement of the controls and the great outward visibility. Unlike the
previous Taurus, which had an unpleasant dashboard and bad blind spots created by the
C-pillars, this new model is easy to get acquainted with. The integrated control panel, which
combines stereo and climate control functions, is a joy to behold when compared to the
diminutive controls of its predecessor. Interior room in the Taurus is great, offering comfortable
seating for five full-size adults and their cargo. The Taurus has comfortable seats, a plethora of
cupholders and ashtrays, nicely integrated armrests and optional rear-passenger
airconditioning controls. Not many people buy midsized sedans for their outstanding handling
characteristics, and for the most part the Taurus does not address these people's concerns.
Nonetheless, the Taurus is not a bad driver, offering capable acceleration and decent handling.
Unfortunately, the redesigned Taurus SHO is a bit of a disappointment. Sure it has a V8, the first
one ever squeezed into a Taurus, but its lack of a manual transmission and slower acceleration
times are a poor substitute for the car that basically defined the American sports sedan
segment in its original iteration. The Taurus still offers plenty of car, definitely our choice over
the less-than-sophisticated Chevrolet Lumina or plain-Jane Buick Century. There are, however,
a number of great choices from Europe, Japan and the United States that are threatening the
Taurus. People who want to buy American should definitely put this near the top of their list, but

people who are turned-off by its exterior styling may find comfort in the new Honda Accord or
redesigned Toyota Camry being sold down the road. When we drove the Ford Taurus SHO, we
were expecting to write a farewell story about this performance-oriented family sedan. Pundits
were securing the last nails in the SHO's coffin, and we were fully expecting the car to be extinct
by But wait! It's still breathing! We have a pulse! Stop the funeral, folks. The Taurus Super High
Output ain't dead. The SHO must go on. Just barely. Two years ago, when the Taurus was
redesigned to its current egg shape, we drove the SHO - equipped with a Yamaha V8 - for the
first time. We were not very impressed. The odd new shape of the car, combined with a
somewhat sluggish motor and lack of sporty manual transmission, confirmed our worst fears:
Ford was letting their sports sedan wither. But that's just marketing. Real changes to the car
itself have been on hold since ' This year's Taurus line received a minor facelift, and the
equipment levels and trim names have been altered over the past two years, but the recipe is
still the same. For the SHO, all the equipment that was optional in is standard in Most SHO
buyers were opting for the CD changer, moonroof and leather seats anyway, so that equipment
was simply added to the package, and voila! The price is just about the same. Its output is high,
with horsepower at rpm and foot-pounds of torque at rpm, but not what we'd term "Super High.
And the Chrysler sedans don't mention anything about power in their names. This time, we
spent a more extended period of time behind the wheel, going cross-country on a pair of hour
drives. Our feelings about the car are the same as ever: it's fast but not quick, it's comfortable
but not roomy, and it's priced fairly but not competitively. The premium fuel-sucking V8 of the
SHO does sound impressive, but sedan buyers these days are more interested in performance
than audible annoyances. On our mostly highway commuting, we picked up an average of Not
bad, considering how lead-footed we like to drive. But from starts, the SHO is not a tire
shredder. It's on the open highway that this car likes to stretch its legs, which incidentally is
perfect for long commutes. The firm suspension of the SHO is much better at stabilizing lateral
motion than the other Taurus sedans, but even the SHO is not made for slaloms. Styling is the
sticking point with this car: you either love it or you hate it at first glance. But after time - after
days and days seated in the power-adjustable driver's seat - the Taurus's looks have grown on
this writer. The spoiler still looks horribly tacked on, and the interior is in immediate need of a
redesign, but the exterior is quite full of character and charm. The first day driving our test car,
someone actually stopped us to compliment the car's striking good looks. I couldn't tell if the
guy was being serious or not, so I replied, "Yeah, too bad it's not mine. From the time we spent
locked inside this interstate gobbler, we can come up with few nice things to say about its
ergonomics. The seats were never uncomfortable unless you happened to be seated in the back
- in which case the ceiling is far too low and the legroom is cramped. Driver controls are
intuitive except for the radio and climate control buttons, which should only be operated by the
front passenger -- for safety's sake. Even after a week behind the wheel, we never could get the
hang of the center console's oblong-distorted arrangement. Ford needs to get back to the
basics in regard to the SHO. This sedan should have an available manual transmission, or,
failing that, at least an automanual transmission, like Chrysler's AutoStick. It should come with
an integrated spoiler or none at all. It should have more logic behind its interior design. And
Ford should hurry up with it all, or the SHO will become extinct by virtue of its failure to adapt to
the competition. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also
provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed
decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of used car
you're interested in and then select a prew-owned vehicle from our massive database to find
cheap used cars for sale near you. Once you have identified a used or CPO vehicle you're
interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out
what other owners paid for the Used Ford Taurus SHO. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask
most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Check out Ford lease specials Check out Ford Taurus lease specials.
Popular searches. My notifications My Account. For Sale Review Features Save. View Photos.
Appraise this car. Swoopy styling and fish-faced snout leaves us cold. Other years. List Price
Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Find savings on the Taurus for sale near you. See Pricing.
Sign up for price drop alerts. Be the first to know when prices drop near Edmunds' Expert
Review. Vehicle overview. A mild facelift, revised trim levels and fewer options are the only
changes to Ford's midsize sedan. Read more. Write a review See all 97 reviews. Great car I am
the original owner and the car has exceeded my expectations in performance and lasting
quality. As an engineer, I am still impressed with the power and comfort , miles. Watch for

camshaft problems. Otherwise this is a fun car to drive. The V8 provides great power, especially
over 50mph. Interior is roomy
how to wire a capacitor for car audio
1997 mercury mountaineer owners manual
1997 silverado fuel pump
I'm 6'3", so I should know. Trunk is very spacious - holds 4 sets of golf clubs. My SHO has over
K miles on it and is still running like a champ only major repair was getting the cams welded. If
you are in the market for a SHO - get the cams welded! Read less. I am the original owner of this
vehicle. I have 2 set of rims and tire for this car for winter and spring and summer driver.
Maintainance is completed by Ford all the time. Has extended 3 yr. I currently own a Taurus
SHO. The last of the "true" SHO's. I enjoy the car, but i dont need a manual transaxle in a sports
sedan. Thats why im looking into the 3rd Generation SHO. They look great, perform good, and
there is nothing like rolling up on an unsuspecting 5. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash
Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test.
See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4. That's great! What a gorgeous car!
Sponsored cars related to the Taurus. Sign Up.

