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In , Ford ' s first straight-6 engine was introduced in the Model K. Henry Ford did not like the car
because the engine could overpower its transmission. The next Ford six was introduced in the
Ford. The Ford Motor Company of America continued producing straight-six engines until ,
when they were discontinued in favor of more compact V6 designs. Ford Australia
manufactured these engines for their Falcon and Ford Territory vehicles until October The
first-generation Ford six-cylinder engines were all flatheads. Like the V-8, it was also a flathead
or L-head engine. Ford discontinued production of the H-series engine with the model year.
They were also used in miscellaneous industrial applications. The second generation was a
newly designed six-cylinder, produced from through and shared many parts with Ford Y-blocks
such as the entire valve train and the problems associated with the Y-block's lubrication
system. These engines have the exhaust and intake on the driver's side and the distributor on
the passenger side. It was also used in the Ford full-sized cars. Although not the popular motor
option, the cu in 3. The cu in 3. The was also used in Onan 30EC generator sets and possibly
others. The I-6 was built from to for use in medium duty and heavy duty Ford trucks. This
engine was also used for industrial applications. The third generation was produced at the Lima
Engine plant in Lima, Ohio , from through Officially dubbed the Thriftpower Six , this engine line
is sometimes referred to as the Falcon Six. Note: Car companies including Ford, switched from
gross ratings to net horsepower and torque ratings in mainly because of the emissions laws
being enacted nationwide at the time. Changes in engine compression and emissions controls
make it difficult to compare engines from various production years especially pre While not
known for being powerful or a stout engine, it proved to be economical and could get fairly
good gas mileage for the time up to 30 mpg. This small six was the basis for all the Ford
"Falcon" straight-six engines. The intake manifold on this series was cast integrally with the
cylinder head this design was also used by Chevrolet with some of their later third-generation
inline-six, the older engines had separate manifolds ; as a result, they could not be easily
modified for greater power. This engine had four main bearings and can be identified by the
three core plugs on the side of the block. The Special Six was a stroked version of the ,
changing the stroke from 2. The Econoline van and Ford Bronco received a heavier-duty version
with mechanical valve lifters. This engine had four main bearings and can be identified by the
three freeze core plugs on the side of the block. The Special was dropped from production in
From to , Ford Argentina produced a specific block similar to the earlier c. It was replaced by
the c. The cu in I-6 engine model was introduced in the middle of with 3. Early s can be
identified by three freeze plugs. Beginning in , the s were upgraded to seven main bearings to
reduce harmonic vibrations and increase durability. The Mustang continued to use the as its
base engine until it was dropped in Starting in , a six-bolt bellhousing flange block was
introduced. Beginning in one version of the block was redesigned with a bell housing flange
and a low-mount starter very similar to the low-mount starter inline six. This version is easily
identified by starter location down by the oil pan rail and is referred to as the Big Bell The big
bell design is uncommon but sought after by I-6 performance enthusiasts because it can be
modified to accept a Ford small block V8 six bolt bell housing. There were concurrent
high-mount starter blocks made till model year, and they are more common than low-mount
starter 's. When Ford launched the third-generation Fox body Mustang in , the original engine
lineup included the Cologne V6. The 2. So, the Cologne 2. The engine and front suspension
K-member was transferred from the Fairmont , which helped reduce costs instead of having to
redesign the Mustang for a different engine. The was used in the Ford Maverick and Mercury
Comet and continued in the Fairmont and essentially identical Mercury Zephyr until these were
replaced at the end of the model year. These two models used the engine from to when it was
replaced by the 3. Ford was also having problems meeting demand for its 2. In anticipation of
another engine shortage, Ford's Lima, Ohio, engine plant, which was already producing the 2. A
cast iron high-swirl cylinder head was developed, and the motor was designated the 2. This
motor shared many common parts with the , and it is common for persons rebuilding their
engines to use the 2. The cu. I-6 engine option was offered in in the Mustang, and in compact
Ford cars Maverick. The was a stroked , made by changing the stroke from 3. This engine had
seven main bearings, and can be identified by the five freeze core plugs on the side of the
block. The block uses a low-mount starter and six bellhousing bolts, sharing its bellhousing
with the Windsor V-8s W, late â€”68 ,early 4. The last year of production for the was Produced at
the Cleveland Engine plant in Brook Park, Ohio from through , the and Sixes are well known for
their durability. Simple design and rugged construction continue to endear these engines to a
number of Ford enthusiasts to this day. The engine has earned the monikers "bulletproof" and
"indestructible" by many. Popular legend holds that are numerous claims by owners who have
purposely sought to destroy a Ford straight-six through intentionally abusive use, but who were
unsuccessful in doing so. One example of the engine's sturdy design is the fact that no timing

chain or timing belt both of which can break, causing unwanted downtime or even engine
damage This generation of Ford Six was designed with long-wearing gears for that purpose
instead. Also these engines employed 7 main bearings. This fact was heavily used by Ford's
advertising campaign some television advertisements and written literature even claimed 30
mpg , since the V8 engines in these trucks rarely achieved over 14 mpg. The fuel economy of
the makes the engine a popular choice among truck enthusiasts that want both power and
economy. The addition of performance parts such as intake and exhaust manifolds with a
four-barrel carburetor place the engine power output near the same levels as the stock 'HO'
'High Output' version of the optional V8, with little or no change in economy. The had a bore of
4" and a stroke of 3. The two engines are nearly identical; the differences are in the rotating
assembly and combustion chamber sizes in the head The heads are interchangeable. This
became the primary engine of the line, eclipsing the Unlike the Falcon engine, it featured
separate intake and exhaust manifolds, which could be easily replaced with aftermarket
manifolds offering the promise of even more power, through the installation of larger
carburetors and a higher flowing exhaust system. These s were equipped with a higher flow HD
Heavy Duty exhaust manifold and forged crankshafts and rods since the engines were going to
be constantly working in the â€” rpm range. These rare, yet effective manifolds had a much
higher exhaust flow rate due to the fact that many of these engines would spend hours at RPMs
or more. Due to their straightforward and high flowing design, enthusiasts often seek these
manifolds out due to the ease in which they allow turbochargers to be retrofitted to the engine.
Engine sizes were converted to metric for , causing the to become the "4. Fuel injection and
other changes in pushed output up to horsepower with 8. Even though this engine was
renowned for its durability, low end torque, and ease of service, it was gradually phased out,
ending production in It was replaced by the Essex V6 in the F-series trucks with their redesign.
The 4. Race car driver Scott Donohue raced a rally truck with a Ford 4. This engine is also used
by Stewart and Stevenson in the MA Baggage Tow Tractor pdf , and Harlan in their standard tow
tractors [1] [ permanent dead link ] , as well as a multitude of other pieces of equipment, such as
ski lifts, power generators, wood chippers, tractors, and, until they converted to diesel engines,
most UPS trucks. Many UPS trucks still use the to this day. Starting in , Ford of Australia used
the same I-6 engines as North America, featuring the and c. The was discontinued in late Also
as in North America, a c. In , Ford of Australia increased the deck height of the design to make
room for increased crankshaft stroke, resulting in displacements of and c. They superseded the
and motors in the lineup. The and c. In , Ford of Australia enlarged the motors to and c. The
head was of the same design as previous models, with an integral intake catering for a
single-barrel Bendix-Stromberg carburettor. In the configuration, the Falcon c. Around this time,
Ford of Australia also developed the '2V' 'two venturi', or '2 barrel' in Ford terminology,
reflecting a new 2-barrel carburetor as opposed to the previous single-barrel cylinder head,
which in all respects was similar to the previous integral "log head" intake, with the exception of
a removable aluminum intake which mounted a Bendix-Stromberg WW two-barrel carburetor. To
take advantage of the much improved breathing ability that the removable intake brought to the
new head, the V also featured a much better breathing exhaust manifold. For years, the V
cylinder head was very popular for racing and many have been imported to North America,
where owners of cars with the Falcon inline six have upgraded their engines with the better
cylinder head. In , Ford of Australia updated the engines with a new cast-iron crossflow head
design. Engine displacements remained and c. Whereas the previous integral "log head" I-6
motor borrowed from the Ford FE engine family design, the new crossflow motor borrowed
from the Ford Cleveland engine family. A common upgrade for a crossflow head engine is to
use Cleveland roller tip rocker arms. Ford of Australia updated the crossflow design in mid with
a new aluminum head casting. The alloy head was used to improve warmup time and reduce
fuel consumption and emissions. Until , the engines were fitted with a single-barrel
Bendix-Stromberg carburetor, but from March were fitted with a Weber two-barrel carburetor,
which had improved fuel consumption over the single-barrel carb. Later, a Bosch Jetronic
fuel-injected version with direct-port fuel injection was offered in the XE Falcon, and was only
available as an aluminium-head 4. The XF Falcon's 4. The carburetor engine was still fitted
standard, and EFI was optional. Changes to the carburetor-based engine were made to
accommodate the EFI system. The compression ratio on the 4. The cylinder head intake ports
had been modified to provide clearance for the injectors, and a new intake manifold was
designed and many other changes were made in the engine bay to accommodate the new fuel
system. In , the inline six engines underwent a major redesign for the EA Falcon and now
featured a new single overhead cam SOHC crossflow aluminum head. The camshaft and
auxiliary shaft are driven by a 'duplex' chain. The duplex chain drives the distributor and the oil
pump shafts. The camshaft is supported on the cylinder head by using 'topless' bearings.

Bearing liners are not used. The camshaft is held in position using valve spring pressure.
Hydraulic lash adjusters mounted on the rocker arms are used to provide zero valve lash. As
with all previous and current models, the block is cast iron, but with a reduction in the cylinder
bore to try to reduce emissions. The SOHC engines were offered as the 3. In , the 3. In , the dual
resonance intake manifold for the EF series was introduced. Also for the EF series Falcon, the
standard engine employed a high-energy coil-pack ignition system. Ford of Australia
redesigned the I-6 again in , and increased the main bearing size and added a ladder style main
stud girdle integral with the oil pan to increase low end rigidity. The engine also received
variable cam timing technology in some of the XR models, which can advance or retard cam
timing depending on engine speed, which gives a much broader power band. All were I-6
engines at 4. In , the engine received dual overhead cams DOHC with variable cam timing as the
Barra inline six motors and, depending on the version of engine, were offered in the BA Falcon,
Fairlane, and the SX Territory all had the Barra Ford Australia's high-performance division FPV
created even more powerful turbocharged model variants which were upgraded largely
co-inciding with the upgrades of the regular Falcon. A custom crankshaft , connecting rods ,
and pistons were used, but the cylinder head was left unmodified apart from the camshafts and
valve springs. Ford of Australia had intended to discontinue production of the I-6 engines at
their Geelong engine plant in , and replace them with imported Duratec V6s from North America.
Due to the drastic increase of oil prices in and the following economic turmoil, the decision was
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answered 13 years ago. Depends on what you men by strong Coastguard Thank You for your
service! It's rated at hp and a long run as the primary power plant of the truck line indicating it's
reliability, strength of design and reputation. That is echoed by the fact that it is the engine of
choice with most manufacturers of ground transport and support vehicles you see servicing the
airline industry at the airport. Good luck. Yes the is a very strong motor, i have heard story's of
people having up to ,KM on a and it still runs great, i personally have , on my 4. Id swear it was
new. The 4. You keep thick oil in it and it'll run forever. I've got a 67 F with the inline six and I will
admit, I do burn around in it every now and again. But not alot. As long as you give it an oil
change and don't put it above 3, RPM's, it'll run forever. Mine has , miles on it so far. Jon
answered 9 years ago. Those Ford inline 6 were one of the best engines built by ford, they go
for ever with minimum to now trouble as long as you change the oil when supposed to. I had
one that went ,kms and never smoked before the frame rotted and sold it for parts, two other
people I know had one they had real good luck with. I just bought a ford F ext. Cab for 2, I was
really paranoid considering it has miles on it. I didn't think to ask the previouse owner but is it
possible this thing could have been rebuilt? JT answered 8 years ago. Will answered 8 years
ago. My 92 f has the in it and I have pulled anything and everything I've needed it to and the fact
that it does need to be rebuilt it pulls like no tomorrow. I've had a F Northland Edition since it
was new in with a 4. Brakes, Tires, Oil and filters are the maintenance items needed. It has

thousand miles on it and it still purrs like a kitten. These days I mostly use it to push snow off
my driveway and yard. I wish I could say that for the myriad cars I've owned. Danielle answered
6 years ago. Kevin answered 6 years ago. I've got a 91 f and its got Matthew answered 6 years
ago. Holy crap One of my best friends has a 91 F John answered 6 years ago. This past
Thanksgiving, I purchased a 94 Ford F with a L6 inline 6 cylinder engine and a 5 speed manual
transmission. The truck had sat for 8 years after the owner had a stroke and passed away. After
replacing the battery, fuel tanks, fuel pumps, sending units, belts, hoses, and tires, cleaning the
injectors and lines, and tuning the engine, I turned it over and with the help of some starting
fluid, crankedit up. It runs like a dream. I have put almost miles on it since then. I change the oil
and filter every miles. MwayneH answered 6 years ago. I owned my E since brand new, and I
have , on it. The only thing that went kaput was my distributor rotor, It kept blowin due to a bad
upper bushing in the distrib. Joseph answered 6 years ago. Mine is a F XL has , miles on it.
Runs like a charm. No problems with it after 20 years in South Carolina. Colby answered 6 years
ago. I turned 16 about 5 months ago and i asked my dad what kind of truck wed be tryin to get
ahold of. He told me itd be a toughn. Whatever kid it might be. Well we stumbled by a silver 94
inline 6cylinder 4WD automatic without a dent in her. It had one previous owner and it had prolly
been sittin for close to a year. Well me and my dad have always been fond of a straight stick so
we tore out the automatic and put a few manual dudads and stuck a 5speed in the floor. It has
around , miles on it and runs like a damn sewin machine. Doesnt use a lick of oil and i change it
every miles. Itll pull whatever you put behind it. Not much for squeelin tires though. Use it right
and take care of her like shes your own and it will outlive you. Its the best truck a man can ask
for. Briten answered 5 years ago. I got a 92 f 4x4 with the inline 6 last year. Just got a little over
99k miles on it. Looking to fix it up to get more up. Any suggestions? To start with. Albert
answered 5 years ago. I had a 89 F with a straight six and the engine does its job well, but it has
no freeway passing power, your pushing it to get through mountain passes and I once towed a
newer VW Beetle on a dolly and that was its breaking limit, I was barely able to do over 60mph
with it and the brakes were also at its limit and they were all in good shape. So if you going to
be pulling more than 1 ton 2,lb then you need a more powerful engine. The 6 in mine was rated
at hp and I think lb-ft 2, rpm torque but it just runs out of breath fast. The v8 will give you a
longer power band for towing and passing power. Other than that, the engine is awesome. And
it still sucks fuel like a v8. Tom answered 5 years ago. In terms of toughness, the l is the
baddest engine on the planet. Keep the oil changed and never let it overheat and it'll outlive
YOU. Fellas after reading all that was said, I feel a lot better about my ford xlt automatic 6 cyl.
David answered 5 years ago. CR answered 5 years ago. I know this was asked many years ago,
but other people ask the same questions, and a internet search leads them here, so answers are
still relevant. I will echo some of the previous replies. I have owned 2 in the past, and just
bought another one after a 10 year run without one. Is it a strong motor. I can not stress enough
how important gearing is for puling loads. So if that is what "strong" mans to you, check how
the driveline is set up! Um, not really. They are NOT bad by no means. Just no hot rod tire
burner. Strong as in longevity? The inline 6's have 7 main bearings. Making the bottom end
incredibly strong. Just do the research. It is a flat fact. I will also stress keeping the RPM's down
below Below even better. One must view the I6 in the same light as driving a Cummins. Low
RPM and fast shifts. But with the advantage of burning much cheaper gasoline. Happy rolling!
Strongest engine I've ever seen. By that I mean longevity. The LONG stroke provides scads of
torque. Gear to gear timing, no chain means you don't have to worry about timing chains or
belts. Like ANY other piece of equipment you must have parts designed for the job it's doing. If
you're running a high ratio rear end they don't pull good. Put the right gear behind it and they
pull like a tank. Higher numerically If not towing and fuel mileage is your thing go with a 3.
WVTAZ answered 5 years ago. My 94 F is one tough truck it only has , miles on it. Never had the
first engine issue, just the normal parts for the age, starter, radiator, etc. I just wished it was an
automatic my knee is tired of the clutch. Other than some normal ford rust it is still in rather
good shape. Dylan answered 5 years ago. Wait they need oil LMFAO jk Al answered 5 years ago.
I have ford e I can tell you this is the best work van I ever had, motor and trans are all original I
been around too zeros at least 5 or 6 times I'm the 2nd owner , straight 6 motor, extended body ,
just did body work and painted matt black , steal rims are high gloss white, you can't tell the van
is Juan answered 5 years ago. I have a stock ford f xl long bed ,automatic straight six 2wd and
need to tow a flat bed trailer with a camaro. I have never towed anything with it , wondering if its
possible? MwayneH answered 5 years ago. Excellent motor,built for torque and will pull
anything you have to, Keep an eye on the motor mounts and everything will speak for itself.
Dylan answered 4 years ago. I bought a straight from a guy that treats me like a son. Iam 19 it's
the best starting out truck I believe. I love the truck and the motor plus the c6 transmission
under it its a pulling machine. I love my F It is so dependable. Matryjus answered 4 years ago.

Ive had numerous 4. Ive kept one. A with the Only has Shes a beauty.. Ed answered 4 years ago.
I've got an 89 F xlt. Always starts first crank. Take care of her and she'll take care of you! Zach
answered 4 years ago. Shopping 90s model F s and wondering; should I look for an inline 6 or
go V8? Which has the best long lasting reputation considering I am buying an older used truck?
Keko answered 4 years ago. EU answered 4 years ago. The owner before me had the entire
engine and trans overhauled, it runs like it's new. Will do any and everything I need. You can't
kill it. It also has a CFM demon cat carb, and racing intake. Just to give it a little more umph.
Lynn answered 4 years ago. I have a ford f 4. CrustyOldDog answered 4 years ago. This is one
of the best truck engines ever made. I drove big trucks for 28 years and there is good reason
why every big diesel on the road is an inline 6. They are an inherently better design. This engine
is naturally better balanced than almost any other, doesn't set up secondary harmonics like an
I4 or any V6 or V8, the seven main bearings have already been mentioned which make it very
strong on the bottom end where torque is applied and transferred through the crankshaft. The
E4OD transmission does have a problem in the early years with being very long without an
internal support which remanufacturers now upgrade and the newer ones have from the factory.
The Mazda five is good but no granny gear. The Borg Warner T18 four speed manual is one of
the best transmissions ever built and is an absolute tank, with a non synchronized first gear
with a 6. It will pull anything. The New Process NP is a similarly superb four speed manual with
a rock crawling granny of 6. It will pull a house. All the mentioned RPM considerations are
correct, including NOT lugging this engine below rpms under load and keeping it under rpm, if
you want to get decent fuel mileage. You will blow the skirts off the pistons lugging it, as a
friend of mine did after bragging about how he could lug it like a diesel. Older diesels except
Detroits couldn't be lugged below rpm either. I have had four 4. Fortunately, the previous owner
changed the oil. Also, a very common problem with this motor is the pushrod cover gaskets
slobber oil like a big ugly dog. Cooling system maintenance is paramount. Thomas answered 4
years ago. I bought a 95 f with the IL6 back in November of It's probably the last vehicle I will
own, The one and only engine repair that has ever been made on it was replacing a lifter and
pushrod. In 22 years. Josh answered 4 years ago. I have a '91 F that I've driven since I was 16
years old passed down from my great-grandfather then to my grandfather and to me. We never
knew if it was at 90,, ,, or , when they passed it down to me but I'm thinking it was around the ,
mark since it was 19 years old when I got it. Those things would blow before the needle even
got the the "M" of normal in the gauge. Other than that, the truck ran flawlessly for years up
until about 4 months ago. I started hearing a faint knocking in the engine so I took it into my
mechanic. Took it into my Uncle's shop since he's my Austin mechanic, we took the top of the
block off, and I had a dropped valve in my second cylinder. I had just pulled trailers full to the
brim from Houston to Austin and back again with a dropped valve and the truck didn't skip a
beat These engines are soldiers. They do what they made to do. I must have put miles on this
engine with a dropped valve. Besides worsened gas milage and a rumbling at idle, you would
never have guessed. Long story short if you made it all the way through that post or if you just
skipped down because you didn't want to read - you can't get a better engine for the price you'll
pay for one of these. Rob answered 4 years ago. I have a somewhat rusty 95 f with the I 6. Great
engine! Not a lot of horsepower but great low end torque. My engine has k miles and doesn't
burn or leak oil. If my truck rusts away , I'm pulling this damn engine out of the truck! It's a
Sherman tank! It had started leaking oil due to the crank shaft having turned so many times in
the rear seal the metal touching the seal was grooved, he tried to repair it several times but
couldn't. If he had chosen to replace the crank it would had still been a trouble free daily driver.
They just don,t make them like That anymore! I'm looking forward to a long life for both me and
my new 'baby'! Skyhorse answered 4 years ago. I've got a 93' f i6 with ,miles and it just finally
burst the expansion plugs for weighing the truck down with a lot of wet sand bags.. Any one
had a 88 bronco with six that had knock in bottom after changing oil? Mjwbigfoot answered 3
years ago. I bought a 95, 4. Maybe injector clean? Guru9VFPW answered 3 years ago. I
purchased a '79 F from Cal Worthingto in December the same year. It was a ci which I installed a
T18 4 speed Borg Warnier transmission. I drove my truck over a million miles with the original
engine then changed it for a UPS. Now I drove. Kawasaki Mule side by side in my old age!
Guru9LGCT answered 3 years ago. They are good trucks, had my 95 for 3 years started out with
miles and now has miles. It may be slow but strong. Most I pulled so far was close to lbs.
Lars-Peter answered 3 years ago. Noticed that there is a lot of support for the in-line six. Yet
nobody seems to know why An in-six is naturally harmonically balanced. There is no special
attention paid to the fly wheel, like there is in a in-line four, V-6, V-8, V, to keep the engine from
vibrating itself to piecesâ€”that is why they last. There are only three engine configurations that
are naturally balanced. Flat four, in-line six, V Step back and think about the car makers that
have extra ordinary reputations for durability. Guru93ZZV answered 3 years ago. I had a I6 It's

too bad that the body and other parts got out-lasted by this engine. It's just too bad Ford just
can't make the rest of the truck parts last like that. I suppose that is on purpose. Richard
answered 3 years ago. I have a ford f with 6 which I bought in I don't drive it much but it is still
in good mechanical shape including the auto transmission. I have to sell it soon how do I
summon the courage to put the beast on the market. I know what you mean. My truck has about
on it and stull runs great. I want to buried in it because I know it will out last me. Michael
answered 3 years ago. I just bought a 93 for and I want everyone here to know that yiur
comments have made me very happy with my purchase! Its got miles so sounds like itll last
forever! Linkin answered 3 years ago. GuruZZ answered 3 years ago. The vinyl interior was
mint! The digital odometer read miles on it when I dropped in a new battery. And it fired up after
cranking for about 5 seconds!!! First good inspection there confirmed that it looked as new as a
low- mileage an old maid could ever look underneath. After loading up with gallons of extra
motor oil, tranny fluid, distilled water, and other extras, I took it 70 miles home on an interstate
maiden voyage. The faster and longer I drove it, the smoother it ran, consistent with a vehicle
that never got broken-in, and woke up with a year hang-over. I stopped 4 times - expecting that
all the seals would be ready to blow, with all kinds of other surprises that could occur after
sitting idle for 24 years. During the first stop, I smelled burning rubber, and the worst fear
lingered that it would catch fire at any second and die a fiery death. Not to worry- It was a little
bit of over-sprayed undercoating smoldering on the exhaust system! I knew better than to forget
to change the coolant and brake hoses, along with the serpentine belt and tensioner plastic
bushing was cracked in 1, places waiting to disintegrate. The one rubber thing I missed was the
rubber hanging strap for the exhaust system, which dry-rotted apart around miles into the trip.
The only lingering fear that this old maid may have been "a pig with lipstick" was that the
factory paint was totally chalked despite having lived an easy indoor life. Kirsopp Auto Body
head classic car restoration foreman Jack Kirsopp in Pittsburgh, Pa had many answers and
reassured me that the chalk issue was because the water based paints applied during the early
years were not good quality and lacked durability. The other discovery besides reassuring that
the paint was original was proof that the vehicle was never hit, because he sanded it down to
the bare metal and discovered no surprise dings. After he primed it with DuPont epoxy based
primer sealer, he painted it with PPG polyurethane truck paint that he assured me would be
even more durable than the DuPont Imron truck paint. The odometer recently turned 10K miles,
and I'm keeping it garaged, driving it every couple of weeks to prevent surprises. The truck
completed the round trip and ran like a top. Every mechanic I talked with knew someone who
had the 4. I don't intend on selling unless someone knows a rich person who would pay a lot
more for sentimental reasons- enough for me to get a brand new one! GuruZV12D answered 3
years ago. Drive it everywhere including towing a small boat, which on long hills it doesn't like
that much. It's not a hot rod, it's a truck. Treat it good it'll get you where you need to go. I
bought my F new with 6 and 5 speed floor shift and 2 speed rears with 4 WD. It's always ready
when I am and NO it's not for sale. Similar experience to all comments above. I have two of them
fully restored but no major engine work. Both are a joy to drive and I alternate driving them to
work everyday. We live on a ranch and neither one has a problem pulling LoBoy trailers loaded
with firewood, lumber, posts or whatever. I suspect they will both outlast me. Bill answered 3
years ago. I have an 89 F 4X4 with the inline 6 and love this thing. Yes the motor is strong as
hell as far as torque and longevity are concerned. It is a stump puller, not a drag racer. It will
darn near pull a house off it's foundation. It will tow just about anything but you wont be hitting
70 MPH uphill while doing it. Mine has about miles on the clock and it starts first time, every
time. I live up in the mountains of North Carolina and it goes up and down these mountain roads
just fine and with the 4X4 it will climb a tree. I have a Silverado so I got the Ford as my winter
beater but find myself driving it most of the time. Do the maintenance and it will serve you well
for a very long time. GuruY5D3S answered 3 years ago. Drof92 answered 2 years ago. After
reading all these post I have to say I have a F long bed with the , 6. I have no problem on the
interstate passing up to 90 mph my does not like running 55mph or even 65!!! It's not happy
unless it's moving 70mph or better, and as far as Towing or driving in the mountains I just undo
the electronic overdrive button and I will climb any Hill pulling Anything Could I wanted to with
no problems. And it does it very smoothly. Adam answered 2 years ago. Just got a Ford F 4.
Hopefully she'll last me for years to come :. Simple design and rugged construction continue to
endear these engines to a number of Ford enthusiasts to this day. The engine has earned the
monikers "bulletproof" and "indestructible" by many. Popular legend holds that are numerous
claims by owners who have purposely sought to destroy a Ford straight-six through
intentionally abusive use, but who were unsuccessful in doing so. Found in Ford F-Series
trucks in the s all the way until , the big pound iron-block powerhouse served valiantly for
farmers, construction workers, and even lumberjacks. Throughout its 31 years in service, the

inline-six has found its way into not only farm pickups, but also airline tugs, tractors, irrigation
pumps, snow plows, wood chippers and even those big brown awkward UPS trucks that
delivered you your car parts. I have had an afternoon of joy reading this page Being a widow on
Soc. From all I have read I can now feel my transportation is secured. I have had my Haully Dolly
,, since , now at mi. Am the second owner. In that time have changed battery, slave cylinder,
alternator, and muffler. Have wanted a trailer but not sure of what she can pull till now, manual 5
transmission. She and I take it easy on back roads treasure hunting Minimum freeway Always
starts up and we smile and wave to the shiny new fancies broken down on our favorite right of
way called Keep on Trucking"! One of the best engines ford ever produced. It will pull but you
will not break any speed records with it. I have pulled about 10, pounds with it, just wont get you
there fast. GuruC4PYR answered 2 years ago. I have a F XL with the inline 6 and I have , on it
and it has strength, I hear all the time about how strong they are but there slow, if you look at
the design and fact on this motor you will find that it was built for power not speed. I love my
old girl she has taking me many miles and got me out some jams, but like everyone else says in
the comments as long as you keep thick oil in it, it'll run forever. JeffWW answered about a year
ago. Put that coupled to a C-6 tranny to an NP transfer case, I figured that would last me a
while.. GuruLWP4H answered about a year ago. I have a F XLT with the 4. I have gone over it
and done all the maintenance work on it from fuel filter to radiator work. I just rented a radiator
tool and found I hade a little leak and put leak sealer in it and its as good as new. As everyone is
saying its slow and with a power full motor. Bought it 3 years ago with 74K, just completed a
relatively trouble free mile 6-state road trip pulling our 19RBS Vintage Cruiser. As loaded to go
that trailer weighs in at , bed generally loaded with of gear and with up to 34 gallons of gas it
pulls ok unless we encounter hills with headwinds especially at altitude then it's 3rd gear and
sit back and enjoy the scenery. Only one issue this trip we stopped for a break in AZ after a long
65 MPH pull in upper 90's weather and it wouldn't start, on either tank. Let it sit for a few
minutes and started right up, never did that before or since, maybe vapor locked at the rail,
dunno. I've done a lot to this truck to enhance our trips, HD radiator, new water pump, all new
hoses, added factory trailer tow electricals and stabilizer bars, HD Moog front springs, rear
helper leafs, HD shocks, HD brakes, XLT bucket seats, built a platform in the back of the cab so
the dog can see the scenery and we can still stow stuff below, it's a very enjoyable ride for us. I
have a Small Block ZF transmission sitting in the garage waiting to go in soon because the M5's
first and reverse gearing suck with our rig, especially in unpaved campgrounds. Will change the
rear end gearing also, 3. I religiously monitor the underhood items and regularly change the oil
3K with Delo LE 15w- 40, allowing plenty of warmup time in cooler weather. After replacing the
dead pan gasket and pushrod cover gasket it remains pretty much leak free. Watch that
pushrod cover gasket, if it's leaky simply tightening the bolts may do more harm than good and
collapse the cover. If we weren't towing regularly I wouldn't even consider it, this engine is
incredibly adept and easy as heck to work on. Just keep an eye on it and look out for vacuum
leaks due to aged plastic lines, they can look ok but have hairline cracks. Love the OBS Fords.
Trump answered about a year ago. Yep, 23, My grandfather who just passed away left that truck
to me. It wasn't driven much but started every day. When the title was in my name, I took the
truck over tho the local gas station and filled him up with premium gas. The I worked through
the gears, put him in 4th, and got on the throttle, just to see what it had, and the high octane gas
made the truck backfire, cough, and smoke. Then it backfires one more time and it starts
running like a Ford, not like a Chevy. That thing goes all the way up to 98 and it would not kick
over to But I'm never doing that speed again in that truck. When we got back to my grandfathers
ranch, he also left me his International Tractor. We hooked up the tractor and trailer to the truck.
The ground was soft and muddy. I put the truck in 1st and the open diff spun the RR wheel and
it jumped and coughed and pulled that 3 tones worth of farm equipment miles and got 14 MPG!
Burned NO oil. If you have one of these motors or trucks. Baby them, keep them forever.
Leonard answered about a year ago. Only one I've seen with this paint so I'm hoping it's one of
a kind, I know it's factory, if anyone sees one let me know if love to see another! GuruHGH6Z
answered about a year ago. I got a 93 Ford extra cab 4x4. I bought it five years ago with , miles it
now has only , some of which I put on this day when I left my home in Greenville Fl. I ran 70
miles per hour with the air and it drove like a champ. When I bought the truck I did a little
research and the 4x4 came with Dana 44 front and rear end I believed I read the gear ratio was a
I had a five speed manual tranny with a borg Warner transfer case. I have got the most awesome
I run mobile one high mileage full synthetic oil with a quart of Lucas at every mile change and
on occasion I add a pint of sea foam engine cleaner to yes both fully operating gas tanks. It runs
like a and pulls like a Cummins. I plan to paint it this fall to storm gray with a matte finish and all
black trim I have got the paint and tools I am just waiting on better weather I have also changed
all the body can mount bushings with the high absorption polyethylene bushings which added a

extra half inch to the cab hieght and it rides like a caddy as far as trucks of the era go and even
some of the new ones I will post a pic as soon as I get it painted. Guru1Z2N8 answered about a
year ago. Guru1M5S5 answered about a year ago. Guru2GJ86 answered 11 months ago. Me and
my son bought a F that had been sitting for at least 10 years on a farm in rural GA. We stripped
off all the EGR and electronics, installed dual exhaust, Holley 4 barrel, new intake, mad plugs,
graneteli wires and high voltage distributor. Thing ran like a beast but we then swapped rear
end from to LSD and it will still burn both tires. Son lost interest in the truck, so going to pull
engine and transmission to stick in an old mustang FB I have. Loved this 4. Got one set in a
Willys wagon and the other ready for next project. I have built and engines but don't feel same
about those as I do the 4. Just all around great engines. GuruF4M5S answered 10 months ago. I
have a small problem with a truck I purchased fr my aunt after my uncle passed, so I had no
involvement with this motor since the 75 6 cylinder. This one we started it and had it running a
few times my young son was driving it for its first drive in about 5 years he took it for a drive,
said the starter seemed to be bad. New battery. But the starter was fairly hot for some reason.
Unhooked the battery cable and left to cool. Put cable on and it draws power and starter starts
to get hot! Then he tells me it seemed to do that with the last one!!!!! Well ok, no sense getting
upset when they are learning! Anyone with the same problem or experience with this?
GuruM4JYY answered 9 months ago. Guru7HG9B answered 8 months ago. Complete
restoration except for the engine at k which runs perfectly Owned it since new. Complete front
end rebuild. New fuel pumps starter steering gear radiator water pump Now soon a new paint
job for so Bought it new in 96 for 15k Few more years and a antique plate lol Cant beat a 4. Best
truck ever made.. I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by
CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed,
screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be
removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Report Follow. Mark helpful.
Anonymous answered 13 years ago. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related
Questions. Ford F - General. Start a new Ford F question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple,
secure transaction. Get Started. Search Ford F Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop
wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. Forums New posts. What's new
New posts Latest activity. Log in Register. What's new. New posts. Log in. Install the app. For a
better experience, please enable JavaScript in your browser before proceeding. You are using
an out of date browser. It may not display this or other websites correctly. You should upgrade
or use an alternative browser. Thread starter MechRick Start date May 4, I found these hiding in
a directory in my hard drive and I thought I would share them. It's the build of the engine that's
currently in my blue F It is a mild upgrade from stock, and runs well, so here you go. I built this
engine in for my '86 Bronco. I took the block to work to clean, and had concerns it would not fit
in the trunk of my notch Mustang Back from cleaning, first step is to drill out the fuel pump pad
for the lever Hole is just big enough to clear the pump arm. I got lucky on this Craigslist engine.
It's out of a '96 F with , miles, and the factory crosshatch is still visible in the bores. I haven't
touched the bores at all. Just cleaned the block, done. Comp H. I found out the hard way that
this cam is too big for towing, at least at the EFI compression level. I couldn't keep it from
pinging until I put a stock spec Melling in. Cheap aluminum cam gear. Checking the cam setup.
It ended up. Close enough. Dial indicator to check lifter rise. Indexing off the edge of the lifter.
Checking the piston dish volume. Streamlined the valve guide bosses and got rid of the sharp
edges in the bowls. Stock valves, although they did get 3 angle seats. Checking for
straightness. My 60 year-old Sioux machine at work. Assembled head. Pistons going in. Stock
rings, believe it or not. I removed them, scraped all of the carbon from the stock pistons,
reassembled them and put them back where they were. I did spring for ARP wavelocks though.
Chalk that one up to 17 years as a Ford tech. Almost all of the bottom end problems were failed
rod bolts. I wish I had a better shot of the hypers Ford used in the ''96 engines. They are classy
slugs. Head on, checking lifter clearance. The 4. I had about. A little gloss black Mounted in the
Bronco. And, during my brief stint in the PNW. A tree fell on it during an ice storm. Oh well, I
wanted a pickup for it's better towing capability anyway. Bought this and swapped the fresh 4.
The '94 is EFI, so I swapped it over. The '96 upper has been redesigned, and I still had the
original so I used it. Knowing I would have to swap back to a stock cam, I added the header.
Notice the starter. You have to put it there or it will not go in later Engine is on the left. I put
mandrel exhaust on this one, with a short crossover tube after the rear collector. Quiet Super
Turbo mufflers. Supporter Nice post - thanks for sharing. Sorry about your Bronc. But the truck
looks spiffy. I have a similar Sioux valve grinder and I love it. I think it is better than a QuickWay.
Did all the s have the hyper pistons? I've seen others say the s had them, but am not sure about
the '95s - like the engine in my truck. I'm not sure. We need input from someone who has had a
'95 apart. Unfortunately I haven't. There were quite a few changes on the ''96 engines though.

Did you happen to note the piston dish volume? I have a 96 short block I want to freshen up
with a carb head and want to figure compression ratio. Also how far below deck were they with
no block decking if you remember? Of like to figure quench distance for my build as well. I did.
Had to to figure out the static compression ratio, which I know that I did. I'll check my notes. I
remember that it was a tenth of a point lower than the factory rated compression ratio. Ford
combustion chambers specs are usually the minimum. In other words, if it calls for a 76cc
chamber, it will be 76cc or bigger. I wonder if that is due to the EFI heads? It's hard to tell from
the picture, but it's just duals with a crossover. The mufflers are staggered because the header
outlets are Sold the truck a few months ago. Still see it running around town. I needed a truck
with a bit more tow capacity. I bought it for the 8 lug axles and low miles , The heavier truck
deals with the Greyhound-bus-passing-the-bumper-tow-travel-trailer-white-knuckle-experience
better than the half ton chassis. Turbocharged ? I'm guessing sequentially, with MS, edis etc.
MechRick":2jn3ppj8 said:. You must log in or register to reply here. This site uses cookies to
help personalise content, tailor your experience and to keep you logged in if you register. By
continuing to use this site, you are consenting to our use of cookies. Accept Learn moreâ€¦.
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