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is that fuel pumps are inexpensive. The bad news is that they cost a lot in terms of labor to
repair and replace. The engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist could
be a clue. Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor
related trouble code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel pump is that it resembles
many other vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. One of the most common signs that a fuel
pump is going bad is a whining sound. The whining sound can indicate that the fuel pump is
going out before there are any performance based issues. Keeping an open ear can save you
from getting stuck somewhere with a bad fuel pump. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or
accelerating the engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel
pump can also feel a heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the
motor feel like it is running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not
feel as jarring. If you are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters.
If you get P or P trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter
causing these symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going to be that
the your F is difficult to start. A fuel pump that is going out is going to feel the same as a bad
fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad fuel filter very challenging. How
do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high pressure on its input side and low
pressure on its output side. A bad fuel pump will have low pressure on both sides. They are
both going to cause the same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting. The only way to
truly tell is to place a fuel pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a reading from both.
A priming fuel pump sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and can be heard with
a sharp engine right after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is engaged. The
symptoms of a bad fuel pump match a lot of other common problems that can occur in the Ford
F Testing the pump and pressure on each side of it are going to be the quickest ways to rule it
out. If there is anything you would like to add, please leave a comment below. Good luck!
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