2006 pt cruiser battery

David Hobbs helped make these videos. The video above shows you how to replace the battery
in your Chrysler PT Cruiser. We recommend changing the battery in Chryslers every 4 years.
Although some batteries last much longer, most batteries begin breaking down chemically after
four years, so you could experience dimmer headlights and other negative effects before you
have a dead battery in your PT Cruiser that you need to replace. Replacing the battery in your
PT Cruiser involves removing the terminals. When you reconnect the terminals, your radio
presets are likely to be cleared out. In some PT Cruisers, you may need to re-enter a security
code to get your radio to work again. Check for this code in your owners manual - it will usually
be either a sticker or small card in the booklet. If you can't find it, call Chrysler and they will give
you the code for free. In many Chryslers, the transmission "learns" how you drive over time and
makes adjustments, so you may experience altered driving dynamics as your car re-learns your
driving style after changing the battery. Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos showing
drivers how to fix things on their cars. He has broad expertise on basic repair procedures
covering the majority of cars on the road. On many cars, the high beam bulb runs at reduced
power during the day - check 'em and change 'em! Transmissions that leak fluid usually have
never been flushed and the seal is finally leaking. The right stop leak product can cure a lot. Car
companies often use the same engines in different cars. They also slightly alter the styling and
sell the same car by two different names amongst other tricks to help offset development costs.
Our system selects the most applicable video for your car based, in part, on these
characteristics. The video displayed may not look exactly like your car, but may be relevant
enough for you to get a good idea how to do it. Getting Started - Prepare for the repair. Share
on. Full list of part and tools. Author Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos showing
drivers how to fix things on their cars. Change an engine fuse. If you have an electrical
component that doesn't work, try replacing the fuse first. How to seal minor transmission fluid
leaks. Minor transmission fluid leaks can often be fixed with the right sealant - see how to do
this. Replace brights. Dealing with minor transmission fluid leaks. See all videos for the
Chrysler PT Cruiser. We have a massive and growing video library, but we don't have
everything Chrysler Pt Cruiser owners have reported 32 problems related to battery under the
electrical system category. The most recently reported issues are listed below. Also please
check out the statistics and reliability analysis of Chrysler Pt Cruiser based on all problems
reported for the Pt Cruiser. The problem I am having started about 2 months ago, my battery
was suddenly drained and I had no idea why. When my fog light indicator began to flicker on
and off on its own. I'd just press the end of turn signal arm inward towards the steering column
and the indicator light went off. Gradually, the pressing process did not work anymore and I
discovered that shutting off the car with the left hand turn signal pressed down, at least
temporarily solved the problem so I could do some research on its solution. I opted out on that,
since car has , miles on it. Then, with a week of very hot 90 degree temperatures, , I found that
brand new battery totally drained and began reading the internet posts of the possibility of
pulling the fuse. Of course being a USA car, the manual didn't identify the fuse for the fog lamps
in the "under the hood" fuse box. It seems that the heat allows the fog lamps to still turn on
when the left hand signal arm is pressed downwards. Going further, I found that fuse 8 in the
interior dashboard fuse box could be pulled and should solve the problem without further
repair. I find it very interesting that Chrysler does not even show you a sketch of the interior
fuse box in their owners manual. This approach does mean that the manufacturer of the vehicle
is not allowing the buyer me to fully enjoy all the features of the vehicle! See all problems of the
Chrysler Pt Cruiser. Faulty multifunction switch module caused fog lights to illuminate while the
car was off and in the driveway, resulting in a dead battery. Fog lights came on when I
connected jumper cables to external battery. Fog lights go on and off as the light control stem
on the multifunction module is wiggled. Internet search and this site indicate this is a persistent
and recurring problem across many Pt Cruiser models and years. Finally went back to normal.
Then in Dec. This month may 10 was driving to an appt. I'm not happy with Chrysler, there is no
recall. Mileage is 71, I own a Chrysler Pt Cruiser. I purchased it used in It's been in the shop
numerous times because the battery keeps going bad. In 4 years I've replaced the battery 3
times. Today I was almost in a serious accident. I was driving and it just stalled in traffic! This
vehicle is a safety hazard! I called a tow truck it's in the shop tonight. Fog lights on my Pt
Cruiser stay on all the time, draining the battery. Multifunction switch does not turn off the fog
lights. Pulled the fuse to disable the circuit and attempting to find a replacement part. Smoke
coming from steering column. Fog lights will not turn off. Battery will run down. Web site topix
will confirm the incredible of folks that have had fog lamps turn on after car is shut down
causing battery drain. To prevent the fog lamps from coming on by themselves, most have
removed fuse 8 to remove the fog lamps from the circuit. I personally have replaced the
multi-function switch 3 times on my wife's p. Through the topix p. Many are getting ripped off

for hundreds while Chrysler knows full well of the issue. No less than an investigation, perhaps
started with the topix forum will demonstrate the incredible number of failures that still plague
the p. On later models such as thru 06 or Also need 3rd. I still hear every miles or so that my
wife's p. T needs additional air pressure. VIN passed Chrysler p. T cruiser. Pcm chip in Pt
Cruiser convertible identified by Chrysler dealership as being the problem. When any engine
light or other alarm indicator goes on in vehicle and I bring it to Chrysler-they simply say there's
nothing wrong with vehicle. Then the troubles start. Chrysler dealership "supposedly" replaced
this pcm chip 1. Now 1. The car isn't worth 3k and the repairs are in the thousands to fix all the
issues. Consumer wants an update on complaint. There has been numerous problems with
Chrysler Pt Cruiser electrical systems, namely the multifunction control switch seems to
overheat and cause an electrical short. This depletes the battery, and has led a number of Pt
Cruiser owners to replace the multifunction control switch numerous times or remove the fuses
for lights, such as the fog lights. Chrysler knows that there is a systematic problem with their
vehicle but are not willing to do anything to resolve the problem. Read more Found Pt Cruiser
with dead battery on occasion, no consistency. Replaced battery 7. Car parked in hot parking
lot, fog lights were dim when approaching car. Car would not turn over to start, had it jumped.
Upon returning home, went to turn off car, fog lights would not turn off. Fiddling with light
switch would make them go off temporarily, then right back on. Found turning left blinker in on
position kept fogs off. Chrysler Pt Cruiser convertible. Defective multifunction control switch.
Causes fog lights to stay on even when the ignition is off, draining battery on a consistent
basis. For now only way to remedy problem is to pull the fuse for the fog lamps. Cannot find a
replacement part. Dealer says they ordered 50 replacement parts over 4 months ago, nationwide
over are back-ordered, so Chrysler obviously knows they have a problem. In my Pt Cruiser-first
was unable to turn on light in rain, then all of the lights stopped working, while I was driving. All
of a sudden there is smoke coming from the console, now the only way I can keep my fog lights
from draining the battery is to remove the fuse each day. I have heard of both problems
occurring in pts with other people. Fog lights came on and stayed on without being turned on,
even when car is off. Smoke from steering column. Dead battery. This drains the battery. This is
a known issue, there are over parts on back-order so many other Pt Cruisers are having the
issue. Only way to keep fog lights off was to engage the left turn signal or remove the fuse.
Went ahead with the replacement as I do use the fog lights. Have searched internet and have
found many, many cases of this exact part defect. Chrysler should recall. Fog lights continue to
flash without my turning them on. This is my third dead battery? Failure of multifunction switch:
initially the fog lights would come on when the turn signal was engaged. Initially this happened
only occasionally, but became more frequent. This required that I remove the fuse controlling
the fog lights so that the battery would not be drained. After researching on many different
message boards, it became apparent that this is a very frequent problem with Pt Cruisers. Not
only is it annoying, but it is also a potential fire electrical hazard. I feel I recall is warranted.
Driving light switch failing causing driving lights to come on when switch is not activated
resulting in battery drain. Has happened three times in the past 2 weeks. Pulled fuse rather than
pay to have fixed. Purchased Chrysler Pt Cruiser, touring edition oct with miles on it. Only recall
was for side glass that was changed, no accidents on carfax or reported otherwise. Car sat for
first couple of months and then when we began driving it, had different electrical problems,
thought to be low battery, got battery charged. Next and most crucial thing, we were out at dusk
in a blinding rain storm and the headlights, windshield wipers, turn signals and a few other
things went. I had 3 heads out windows to get to safety, traffic was heavy, couldn't even signal
to get off the road safely - it was a hair raising event. I checked the internet and saw hundreds of
similar complaints about this vehicle. Checked with Chrysler and told basically to kiss off as I
had just imported the car to canada so no warranty although it still has under 28, miles on it and
of course there is no recall regarding the control module which is what went out. I feel so
strongly about this - I could have had a head on collision when I lost my lights and wipers and
could have been struck in the rear by someone who didn't know I was turning off the road. It
sounds as though many many people have experienced similar things with this vehicle so I feel
that it should be investigated. There is obviously a weakness in their electrical systems that
needs to be corrected. These vehicles are apparently made in mexico!!. There is a widespread
problem with the Chrysler Pt Cruiser wherein the multi-function switch on the column
malfunctioned, causing the fog lights to come unexpectedly, completely draining the battery.
This problem has been going on for sometime and Chrysler refused to correct it, which would
appear to have been caused by defective parts. The contact owns a Chrysler Pt Cruiser. The
contact stated that the fog lights activate by themselves and cause her to jump start her battery
often. She believes that the cause of failure is the switch control device. The manufacturer
advised her to take her vehicle to an authorized dealer and have them diagnose the failure. The

contact has not yet gone to the dealer, however, she called them and they told her to bring the
vehicle in for inspection. The powertrain and dealer information were unknown. The failure
mileage was 75, and current mileage was 78, I purchased a new pt gt turbo cruiser and have
electrical problems since day one. The battery has been replaced twice and the lights have
never stopped flickering since the day I purchased the vehicle. The Chrysler repair facilities
were nice to deal with but the problem has never been resolved. I have always liked Chrysler
products and throughout the years have purchased quite a few, after this experience this will be
my last Chrysler product. This electrical problem results in owner being stranded and
destroying the battery. Fog lamp is wired direct, therefore fuse slot shown in owners manual is
not operational so fuse cannot be removed to temporarily correct problem. Now waiting for
parts!!. Nov 19, I purchased a new lot model Pt Cruiser with 14 miles on it. At miles I notified the
dealership where I bought this vehicle that there was a problem of flickering headlights when
any other electric was touched in vehicle, this also happens when nothing is touched. They
replaced the battery twice to see if this was the problem, but that didn't help. I have taken the
vehicle back to the dealer on at least four occasions but they still cannot find the problem. I was
issued a ticket by the police for this problem and have given a copy to the dealership, the ticket
said that the problem is to be fixed or I am supposed to stop driving it. I took it to another
dealership and they reprogrammed it and that hasn't helped either. I need to have this problem
fixed or replaced as I am not supposed to use it legally by order of police. The dealership where
I purchased my vehicle said that this is just a problem that I will have to learn to live with as it is
a problem with ,,, Pt Cruisers. If this is so, then there should be a disclosure when you purchase
the vehicles. The instrument cluster, radio, door locks and other items have failed multiple
times while driving or idling. We found a recall for this type of problem and the dealer claimed
our car was not included. Now, the car does not start even though the dealer has replaced the
battery etc. For weeks or months prior to failure, I experienced occasional instances of fog
lights activating upon engaging the right turn signal. Fog lights would go off after completing
turn and signal automatically disengaged. It is noted that I virtually never make use of the fog
lights. On day of failure, there was a pronounced odor about 1 hour into a long trip like nylon
rope burning. Fog lights activated and could not be turned off regardless of controller setting
for other lights. Fog lights would not turn off even after car was shut down and key removed.
After brief rest stop during which manual was researched to learn what fuse must be pulled to
avoid draining battery , returned to car to find that lights had gone off on their own. Neither fog
lights nor high beams worked any longer, once car was started. Self-repaired, with no further
problems yet. Old part has been saved. Thankful that plastic switch did not actually catch fire,
and that main lights low beams only remained operational during remainder of long, night-time
trip. Resulted in tow and battery replacement. Dealership said battery defective. Warranty
expired. Prev dealer bankrupt, new dealer stating same defective battery. Car won't start at
times. Had to jump it then it started. Something draining the battery if car sits for a day or two.
Changed battery 3 times, still having problem. Bought car brand new, dealer still can't find the
problem. Car not reliable. Started having problems not long after I bought it. I've had to charge
the battery and then after a few days would have trouble starting. Vehicle has been to two
separate dealers for poor fuel mileage. Vehicle is getting less than 15 miles per gallon, when the
advertised mpg is between 19 and Vehicle has a foul odor. Both dealers claimed that the
computer did not store any codes and that it was running within specifications. Hello, I would
like to make a complaint aginist optima batteries. The problem is that some of the batteries that
went in the cars leaked. The batteries fit some were in the passenger aera of the car it would let
out acid fumes inside the car. I have seen the batteries sent down production line if they failed
the leak test machine. During April of I called chrylser corp and spoke to stacy johnson and told
her about the bad batteries and that they were not at qs After that I still seen the leakers go to
chrylser corp. If you need more info please call me at I can help out more because I no longer
work for optima thank you george hecker. Optima battery in newer vehicle year is leaking acid,
and one can smell toxic fumes. Car Problems. Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 1.
Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 2. Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 3.
Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 4. Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 5.
Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 6. Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 7.
Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 8. Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser 9.
Battery problem of the Chrysler Pt Cruiser Electrical System problems. Horn Assembly
problems. Dash Wiring problems. Wiring problems. Ignition Switch problems. Instrument Panel
problems. Battery Dead problems. Starter problems. Researching battery replacements for your
Chrysler PT Cruiser? Sadly, your Chrysler PT Cruiser won't last forever. Neither will its battery.
Generally, car batteries last from three to five years. You want to replace your Chrysler PT
Cruiser battery before it fails and leaves you stranded. Pay attention to clues that your battery is

on its way out. A sluggish engine start, an illuminated battery or check engine light, swollen
battery case, corroded battery terminals, and subpar electrical performance can all be signs that
your battery is waving goodbye. Or, you can get a complimentary battery check at your nearest
Firestone Complete Auto Care. With computerized testing we can see how much charge is left
in your battery. Visit us for a complimentary battery check and, if needed, get your Chrysler PT
Cruiser a replacement battery. Automotive batteries are just one of our many areas of expertise.
Our expert technicians understand Chrysler service recommendations for PT Cruiser battery
cold cranking amps and reserve capacity. Get help figuring out the battery size that's best for
your PT Cruiser, and schedule a fast car battery replacement at your earliest convenience.
Interstate leads the way in terms of car battery reliability, performance, and innovation for many
years. Their tried and true products are commonly used in boom lifts, severe duty trucks, UTVs,
and boats! You need a car battery that's just as dependable as your Chrysler PT Cruiser. Did
you recently have a new Chrysler PT Cruiser car battery installed? Give your new car battery the
best start with proper care. Give your new battery a hand by limiting short trips, cleaning your
battery posts, and avoiding radio and electronic component use when the engine is off.
Firestone Complete Auto Care has answers to your top car battery questions. If you have
battery questions that are Chrysler PT Cruiser-specific, stop by your nearest store. Our
technicians are happy to help. The middle of nowhere is the wrong place to have a weak battery.
Schedule an Appointment. A battery is in its final hour when it will no longer hold a charge. The
battery may be too old. Stop by for a free battery test at your favorite Firestone Complete Auto
Care and learn more about your battery's charge. What happens to my old PT Cruiser battery?
We recycle it, taking care of both your car and the Earth. Chrysler PT Cruiser batteries can be
affordable, especially when there's an available battery coupon. And, all Interstate Batteries
have a limited-time free replacement and performance warranty. Shop Batteries. David Hobbs
helped make these videos. The video above shows you how to replace the battery in your
Chrysler PT Cruiser. We recommend changing the battery in Chryslers every 4 years. Although
some batteries last much longer, most batteries begin breaking down chemically after four
years, so you could experience dimmer headlights and other negative effects before you have a
dead battery in your PT Cruiser that you need to replace. Replacing the battery in your PT
Cruiser involves removing the terminals. When you reconnect the terminals, your radio presets
are likely to be cleared out. In some PT Cruisers, you may need to re-enter a security code to get
your radio to work again. Check for this code in your owners manual - it will usually be either a
sticker or small card in the booklet. If you can't find it, call Chrysler and they will give you the
code for free. In many Chryslers, the transmission "learns" how you drive over time and makes
adjustments, so you may experience altered driving dynamics as your car re-learns your driving
style after changing the battery. Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos showing drivers
how to fix things on their cars. He has broad expertise on basic repair procedures covering the
majority of cars on the road. Car companies often use the same engines in different cars. They
also slightly alter the styling and sell the same car by two different names amongst other tricks
to help offset development costs. Our system selects the most applicable video for your car
based, in part, on these characteristics. The video displayed may not look exactly like your car,
but may be relevant enough for you to get a good idea how to do it. Getting Started - Prepare for
the repair. Share on. Full list of part and tools. Author Hans Angermeier has produced over ,
videos showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. Be cool under pressure. Your coolant
should perform well under any condition - just like Aaron Rodgers! Learn how to jack up your
car. A few key tips will make jacking up your car much safer. Add antifreeze. Low coolant levels
is all to common - top yours up today. Replace your air filter! Isn't efficiency great? See all
videos for the Chrysler PT Cruiser. We have a massive and growing video library, but we don't
have everything Rosen Nissan helped make these videos. The video above shows you how to
replace the battery in your Chrysler PT Cruiser. We recommend changing the battery in
Chryslers every 4 years. Although some batteries last much longer, most batteries begin
breaking down chemically after four years, so you could experience dimmer headlights and
other negative effects before you have a dead battery in your PT Cruiser that you need to
replace. Replacing the battery in your PT Cruiser involves removing the terminals. When you
reconnect the terminals, your radio presets are likely to be cleared out. In some PT Cruisers,
you may need to re-enter a security code to get your radio to work again. Check for this code in
your owners manual - it will usually be either a sticker or small card in the booklet. If you can't
find it, call Chrysler and they will give you the code for free. In many Chryslers, the transmission
"learns" how you drive over time and makes adjustments, so you may experience altered
driving dynamics as your car re-learns your driving style after changing the battery. Hans
Angermeier has produced over , videos showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. He has
broad expertise on basic repair procedures covering the majority of cars on the road. Do you

ever get into your friend's car and notice a bad smell? A dirty cabin air filter could be the culprit.
Did you know that the sun wears out wiper blades faster than rain? Replace your blades twice a
year. Car companies often use the same engines in different cars. They also slightly alter the
styling and sell the same car by two different names amongst other tricks to help offset
development costs. Our system selects the most applicable video for your car based, in part, on
these characteristics. The video displayed may not look exactly like your car, but may be
relevant enough for you to get a good idea how to do it. Getting Started - Prepare for the repair.
Share on. Full list of part and tools. Author Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos
showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. Bad odors inside? Check this. Change an
engine fuse. If you have an electrical component that doesn't work, try replacing the fuse first.
Replace your wiper blades. Secure precious cargo. You love your kids right? See how to
properly secure their car seat. See all videos for the Chrysler PT Cruiser. We have a massive
and growing video library, but we don't have everything The customer is complaining of a
battery drain, which resulted in an occasional no-start problem. The customer would ask a
family member to jump-start the vehicle and it would start and run fine for a month or so before
the next no-start. More recently, the episodes have been occurring more frequently and the
customer states the battery goes dead after the vehicle sits for a couple of days. Dragging out
the jumper cables gets old, especially in cold weather, which is probably why she finally
brought the car to us. The vehicle sat outside on our lot for a couple of days, so we were able to
confirm her complaint. The battery was dead. After bringing the vehicle into the shop and
charging the battery, we allowed it to sit undisturbed for about an hour. Observing the current
draw with a scope revealed the intermittent presence of hash for to milliseconds, like a module
or something else was waking up. After that the signal smoothed out again. Is there an efficient
way to diagnose this problem, or am I going to have to locate all of the modules on this vehicle,
then disconnect them one at a time until I find the one that keeps waking up? These loads may
be transient or constant. Normal key-off battery draw on a healthy vehicle should be in the
range of 30 to 50mA. Build a database of key-off battery draw readings by recording both
known-good and known-bad parasitic drain numbers. During this power down period, the
battery drain may mimic a parasitic load, but this is entirely normal. If you turn the ignition on
again, even for a just a few seconds, it may take a half hour or more for everything to quiet
down again. An effective method for locating the source of abnormal parasitic battery loads is
to measure the voltage drop across individual fuses. All materials offer resistance to current
flow and current flow creates heat. Heat increases resistance and current flow through a
resistance causes a voltage drop. Any measured voltage drop across a fuse indicates that
current even a very weak current is flowing through that fuse. This test must be performed with
the ignition off and all accessories turned off. Set your digital multimeter DMM to the millivolts
scale, then touch the positive and negative meter probe tips to the exposed terminals on the
ends of an individual fuse. Reverse your leads if you see a negative reading, or disregard the
negative symbol on the DMM. Check each fuse in the fuse and relay center, one at a time. Test
each fuse until you find the affected circuit. These are the draws that add up to the 30 to 50mA
of normal parasitic battery drain. There should be no voltage drop across fuses that protect
other circuits. Charts have been published to correlate fuse type, fuse amp rating, and voltage
drop reading, with the stated goal of identifying the actual current flow. The voltage drop
reading across the fuse measured with your DMM is. There are dozens of possible
combinations, depending on the measured voltage drop, fuse rating, and type. Some have
questioned the accuracy of these charts and their usefulness in real-world troubleshooting
situations, which is a fair criticism considering the number of potential variables involved. Are
there any modules in that circuit? What are the normal operating characteristics of the module
or modules? How long are they supposed to take to power down? Are there any diagnostic
tests these modules normally perform when the ignition is off. You mentioned that you saw
something that looked like module activity during your initial parasitic draw testing at the
battery cable. Voltage drop fuse testing should allow you to i
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dentify which circuit protects the affected module. From there you should be able to determine
whether the module is functioning normally or suffering from an incurable case of insomnia. A
radio receiver in the vehicle listens for a signal from the proximity key. When a signal is
received, the system must determine if the key is a match with the vehicle. Every proximity key
that passes within range of the receiver causes the system to consume more battery power for
a few minutes as it attempts to identify the proximity key. So if the vehicle were parked in a busy

parking structure, key-off battery drain could be accelerated. Good luck! March Issue. Back to
Summary. Are there any diagnostic tests these modules normally perform when the ignition is
off You mentioned that you saw something that looked like module activity during your initial
parasitic draw testing at the battery cable. NewsBreak F. Tools of the Trade. No results found.
Send to Email Address. Your Name. Your Email Address.

