2005 buick skylark

The Buick Skylark is a passenger car produced by Buick. The model was made in six
production runs, during 46 years, over which the car's design varied dramatically due to
changing technology, tastes, and new standards implemented over the years. It was named for
the species of bird called skylark. Created to mark Buick's 50th anniversary, [2] the Roadmaster
Skylark joined the Oldsmobile 98 Fiesta and Cadillac Series 62 Eldorado as top-of-the-line,
limited-production specialty convertibles introduced in by General Motors to promote its design
leadership. Nevertheless, many languished in dealer showrooms and were eventually sold at
discount. Production ran for two years. Based on the model 76R two-door Roadmaster
convertible, the Skylark designated model 76X had identical dimensions except height , almost
identical appearance, shared its drive train, and had all its standard equipment, plus its few
remaining options, including power windows, power brakes, full carpeting, and a "Selectronic"
AM radio. It debuted full-cutout wheel openings, a styling cue that spread to the main Buick line.
Accenting its lowered, notched beltline was a new " Sweepspear " running almost the entire
length of the vehicle, a styling cue that was to appear in various forms on many Buick models
over the years. The Skylark was handmade in many respects. Only stampings for the hood,
trunk lid, and a portion of the convertible tub were shared with the Roadmaster and Super
convertibles. All Skylark tubs were finished with various amounts of lead filler. The inner doors
were made by cutting the 2-door Roadmaster's in two then welding the pieces back together at
an angle to produce the rakish door dip. An overall more streamlined look was reinforced by
cutting the windshield almost 3 inches 7. Seat frames and steering column were then dropped
to provide proper headroom and driving position. Front legroom was The Skylark returned in
with radically restyled styling unique to the Buick line, [4] which included wheel cutouts that
could be painted in a contrasting color to the body's. The trunk was sloped into a semi-barrel,
and tail lights moved to large chromed fins projecting atop the rear fenders. Once again, all
Skylarks were built as two-door convertibles and carried the same luxury equipment as before,
but front leg room dropped 2. The Skylark once again had unique sheet metal stampings for its
elongated wheel cutouts and new semi-barrel trunk, though fabrication was done without hand
labor. The hood ornament was unique, adopted the following year across the Buick product
line. In the fall of , General Motors introduced a trio of new compact cars for the model year that
shared the same chassis, engines, and basic sheet metal: the Buick Special , Pontiac Tempest ,
and Oldsmobile F The Special's styling was strongly influenced by the new corporate look
shared with the larger LeSabre , Invicta , and Electra also introduced in In the middle of the
model year the Buick Special Skylark made its debut. Effectively a luxury trim level, it was
based on a two-door sedan also referred to as a coupe , [7] it featured unique Skylark emblems,
taillight housings, lower-body side moldings, turbine wheel covers, and a vinyl-covered roof. A
plush all-vinyl interior was standard, with bucket seats available as an option. Instrumentation
was minimal, consisting of only a speedometer and fuel gauge. For the model year, the Skylark
became a model in its own right. It used the previous year's basic sheet metal but was available
in two new body styles: a two-door convertible coupe shared with the Special and Special
Deluxe models and a two-door pillarless hardtop unique to it. In , the Skylark Special was also
the first American car to use a V6 engine in volume production; it earned Motor Trend ' s Car of
the Year for In , the Special's body was restyled and minor changes made to the interior,
particularly to the dash and instrument cluster. The Special was available as a two-door pillared
hardtop coupe, a four dour sedan , a convertible, and a station wagon. The two speed "Dual
Path Turbine Drive" automatic was a Buick design and shared no common parts with the better
known Chevrolet Power-Glide transmission. Two prototypes were made for , each with a unique
body. One a convertible and the other a hardtop. They had features from the '61, '62, and the '63
production models. Some features, such as the two 4-barrel carburetors, were left out of the
production-line Skylarks. Of the two prototypes, only the hardtop still exists and resides with its
owner in Michigan. It is possible the convertible prototype still exists in the Sloan Museum
collection. The Skylarks used the same chassis and wheelbase as the previous and models, but
adopted new sheet metal that featured boxier styling. The Skylark was available as a two-door
convertible coupe or a two-door pillarless hardtop coupe. The Special shared most sheet metal
with the Skylark, but was available as a convertible, station wagon as well as two- and four-door
sedans. Transmission choices were a "three on the tree" manual transmission , a floor-shifted
Borg-Warner T four-speed manual, or a two-speed automatic. Instrument panel padding and a
cigarette lighter was standard. Beginning with the model year, the dressed-up compact Skylark
trim level had enough sales to merit its own separate line. Both Buicks had a length of The
standard cubic-inch-displacement, aluminum-block V8 engine was discontinued, and the
associated tooling eventually was sold to the British manufacturer, Rover. They produced the
Rover V8 engine , manufacturing several additional versions for use in its sedans, Land Rover
sport utility vehicles, and trucks until It was almost 30 cu. A long-throw, 4-speed Hurst shifter

was available. For the model, cast-iron blocks and heads were used for all engines. For the first
time, a four-door sedan was offered in addition to the two-door convertible, two-door sedan, and
hardtop coupe. Specials and Special Deluxes only came in pillared coupe versions. All Skylarks
would have higher levels of exterior and interior trim than the Special and Special Deluxe from
which they were derived. The sedan would come with cloth-and-vinyl seats standard, with an
all-vinyl interior optional. All-vinyl bucket seats were standard on the convertible and optional
on the hardtop coupe. The Skylark Coupe had a lower, more road-hugging profile than the other
models. Buick's traditional VentiPorts were integrated into the front half rub strip that ran the
entire length of the vehicle, with later versions appearing vertically stacked as on the Buick
Wildcat. Inspired in no small part by the sales success of the Pontiac Tempest , LeMans , and
GTO , a Gran Sport option became available in mid , offered as a coupe, hardtop or convertible.
Unique Gran Sport badging, a heavy-duty radiator, and dual exhaust were also added. In the
model year, the pillared four-door sedan was replaced by a four-door hardtop. The four-door
sedan would rejoin the lineup for the model year, making a total of five Skylark body styles. The
cu. In Skylarks included the Federally-mandated safety equipment as other U. The Gran Sport
became the Gran Sport to reflect its engine. A Gran Sport was added, using the cubic-inch V8,
available only as a two-door hardtop coupe. The model year was one of significant change for
the Buick Skylark. All of GM's mid-sized cars received all-new sheet metal, incorporating a
semi- fastback appearance, which was a revival of a streamlining on all GM products from until
as demonstrated on the Buick Super Club Coupe sedanette. More Federally mandated safety
features improved occupant protection and accident avoidance, including side marker lights,
shoulder belts on all models built after January 1, , and parking lights that illuminated with
headlights. V8 GS , using the 2 door Skylark body and chassis. In a reshuffling of models in the
lineup, the Special Deluxe replaced the previous Special. The Skylark nameplate was shuffled
down a notch to replace the previous Special Deluxe. The previous Skylark was replaced by a
new Skylark Custom. The basic Skylark was available as a two-door hardtop coupe or a
four-door sedan. The Skylark Custom came as a two-door convertible coupe, two-door hardtop
coupe, four-door hardtop sedan, or four-door sedan. The previous V6 was discontinued and the
associated tooling was sold to Kaiser Industries, which used the V6 in its Jeep trucks and sport
utility vehicles. The Buick Special name was dropped after the model year. A locking steering
column with a new, rectangular ignition key became standard on all GM cars except Corvair ,
one year ahead of the Federal requirement. For , the mid-sized Buicks once again received new
sheet metal and the Buick Skylark name was moved down another notch, replacing the previous
entry-level Buick Special. Two-door models shared their roofline with the Chevelle , distinct
from that of the shared Pontiac LeMans and Oldsmobile Cutlass. The two-door sedan was
unique to Buick, sharing its roofline as the hardtop but having a thick "B" pillar , with Buick's
traditional " Sweepspear " feature appearing as a crease running the length of the vehicle.
Chevrolet did not offer a pillared coupe for the Chevelle from to ; all two-doors were hardtops.
Replacing the previous Buick Skylark was the Buick Skylark , available as a two-door hardtop
coupe or four-door sedan with the cubic-inch V8 as standard equipment. This cubic-inch engine
was a different design than the Chevy's CID engine 4. The Skylark Custom continued to be
available, also using the cubic-inch V8 as standard equipment and still available as a two-door
convertible coupe, two-door hardtop coupe, four-door hardtop sedan, and four-door sedan.
Buick Gran Sport models continued to be available as a separate series. The Buick Sport
Wagon name was now used on a conventional four-door station wagon that no longer featured
a raised roof with glass panels over the cargo area, or a longer wheelbase, as in the past. It
became, in effect, a Buick Skylark four-door station wagon in all respects but the name. It was
now available as a two-door sedan in addition to the previous two-door hardtop coupe and
four-door sedan. During this model year many pollution controls were added to the engines,
Compression was lowered, engines had to accept leaded and unleaded gas, and spark timing
was retarded no vacuum advance in lower gears while driving in lower gears to reduce
emissions. For , the base Buick Skylark used the cubic-inch V8 with the 2-barrel Rochester
carburetor now putting out horsepower as standard equipment. Skylark Customs were available
with the same cubic-inch V8 engines available in the basic Skylark and the Skylark The Custom
had an upgraded interior and dash with some extra chrome. Convertibles only came in the
Skylark Customs and the Skylark s. Since Centurys were available with Gran Sport trim, the
Gran Sport name was once again reduced to being an option package. As this generation
Skylark was "downsized", the next larger coupe and sedan to take the market position that the
Skylark formerly occupied was the all-new Buick Regal. In addition, there was a very plain,
lower-priced Skylark "S" available only as a two-door sedan with minimal interior and exterior
trim. The standard engine for the Buick Skylarks was Buick's own cubic-inch 3. Buick
purchased back the tooling for the engine from American Motors, which acquired them when

the company purchased the Kaiser Jeep division from Kaiser Industries. The Apollo used
Chevrolet's cubic-inch 4. Optional engines included the Oldsmobile cubic-inch 4. In , the 5. The
cubic-inch 4. For the model year, it was replaced by a pair of V8 engines. The grille was also
modified lightly for , without the horizontal division and with a somewhat heavier appearance.
Available as an option in was a cubic-inch 4. Also available was a cubic-inch 5. The Buick-built
5. Beginning with the model year, Chevrolet's 5. The s also received some very light cosmetic
changes to the corner lights and grille. The model year was short because, midway through it,
the all-new models were introduced early. Buick Skylarks were assembled in Iran four-door
sedans only from to and again from to under the brand name of "Buick Iran". The first
generations were known as B1, B2, B3, B4, B5, from until , and the second and last generation
was known as the B2 and B3 from until These cars were equipped with a 5. A total of 40, GM
cars were produced between and in Iran. These models were basically the same as those built
in the U. The production continued from to on a part-time basis. Since the spare parts and the
assembly-line equipment were not used between and The â€” Skylark was Buick's badge
engineered version of GM's new X-body architecture, shared with the Chevrolet Citation ,
Pontiac Phoenix , and Oldsmobile Omega and would bear some resemblance to the larger
G-body mid-size cars. GM's X-body would also become the basis for GM's A-body mid-size cars
that would be introduced as models. The new Skylark was introduced in the spring of as an
early model featuring front-wheel drive , MacPherson strut front suspension and transversely
mounted engine. The new optional 60 degree 2. This platform became the basis for nearly all
following GM front-wheel drive vehicles, but like the other X-body cars was plagued by
numerous reports of a tendency to lock the rear wheels upon braking , causing it to lose control
and crash. The Skylark was available in two- or four-door sedan bodystyles, and in base, Sport,
or Limited trims. The standard 2. The optional 2. A four-speed manual overdrive transaxle was
standard with a three-speed automatic transaxle as an option. For the model year, the base 2.
Also for the model year, the Skylark received a mild facelift in the form of a new grille the front
parking lamps moved from outside the headlights to inside. In model year , the base Skylark
became the Skylark Custom. The Sport model was replaced by the T-Type, which was available
only as a two-door coupe and came with the high-output version of the 2. In , the last year of
production, the X-body Skylark was available only as a four-door sedan in Custom or Limited
trim, as the two-door coupe was replaced by Buick's new Somerset Regal coupe, built on GM's
new N-body platform, shared with Pontiac's revived Grand Am and the new Oldsmobile Calais.
For the grille was again redesigned, as was the rear. The taillights were wider and the license
plate was moved down to the bumper, while a "Buick" plate appeared where the taillights had
been. For the model year, the two-door Skylark coupe was replaced by the Somerset Regal ,
built on the Oldsmobile-developed N-body platform. The "Somerset" name had previously been
used as a trim package on the Regal. The Pontiac-produced Iron Duke engine continued from
the Skylark, but an Isuzu -sourced five-speed manual transmission replaced the four-speed as
standard equipment. A new 3. The Somerset featured an all-digital instrument cluster. For , the
Skylark sedan was shifted to the N platform and redesigned to match its coupe stablemate,
which dropped the "Regal" suffix from its same. It remained available in either Custom or
Limited trim levels, and gained the powertrain options from the Somerset but retained
conventional analog gauges. Beginning with the model year, the four-door Skylark was
available as a sporty T-Type model. In mid-model year, Skylark models had door-mounted
automatic seat belts. For models, the Somerset name was dropped and Buick's two-door
N-body compact would share the Skylark nameplate with its four-door counterparts. A new
engine option for models was the fuel-injected, Oldsmobile-designed 2. On models, a
fuel-injected 3. A new LE package become available on four-door sedans that featured a vinyl
roof that covered part of the rear side windows. The three-speed automatic transaxle became
standard for For , a new base Skylark was added, moving the Custom model up to replace the
Limited. The LE "Luxury Edition" sedan would become a full-fledged model. The Skylark was a
continuation of the lineup, with virtually no change made to the outward appearance of the car.
There were minor mechanical changes made to the Skylark's optional 3. Radical new
wedge-shaped styling appeared in , with a sharply pointed grille reminiscent of s Buick Special.
The Skylark's new aerodynamic body had a low 0. The pointed grille appearance was revived
during the mids on all Buick products. It was initially offered in two- and four-door body styles
and in base and Gran Sport versions. The base engine was the 2. The optional 3. All Skylarks
came with the three-speed automatic transaxle. For the model year, the base model was
replaced by Custom and Limited trims. For , a new 3. The Limited coupe was dropped for , but
returned for Mechanical changes for the model year included the upgrading of the standard 2.
The three-speed automatic transaxle continued to be standard with the base four-cylinder
engine, but a new four-speed automatic electronically controlled 4TE was optional with the

4-cylinder engine and standard with the V6. Skylark received a facelift for the model year in the
form of a more conventional-looking grille. The previous 2. The previous three-speed automatic
transaxle was discontinued and the four-speed automatic became standard on all Skylarks.
Buick offered an "Olympic Gold" edition of the Skylark to commemorate the th anniversary of
the Olympic Games. There were only minor changes to the lineup for the model year, which was
the last year that it would be available to the public in showrooms. A single-model Skylark
sedan was produced for fleet-only sales, mostly to auto rental companies. Most of these
models, the last year that Buick used the Skylark name, were eventually resold to the general
public as used cars. After the Skylark's discontinuation, Buick did not produce another compact
car until Buick Verano. Production ended on December 4, The Skylark production line in
Lansing was retooled to build the â€” Chevrolet Malibu. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
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