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happen to a vehicle is a bad fuel pump. Without gas your Impala will not run at all. With that in
mind, most of the symptoms of a bad fuel pump revolve around the vehicle stalling out or not
running at all. While being in the fuel tank makes the pump more reliable, it also makes it a lot
more difficult to get to. The good news is that fuel pumps are inexpensive. The bad news is that
they cost a lot in terms of labor to repair and replace. The engine may throw a P trouble code.
Any trouble codes that exist could be a clue. Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you
may also get an oxygen sensor related trouble code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a
bad fuel pump is that it resembles many other vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. One of
the most common signs that a fuel pump is going bad is a whining sound. The whining sound
can indicate that the fuel pump is going out before there are any performance based issues.
Keeping an open ear can save you from getting stuck somewhere with a bad fuel pump.
Typically, if you are heading up a hill or accelerating the engine may start to feel like it is just
running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel pump can also feel a heck of a lot like a bad catalytic
converter. Both conditions will make the motor feel like it is running out of wind when you hit
the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not feel as jarring. If you are unsure, check out this article
on troubleshooting catalytic converters. If you get P or P trouble codes with a scanner, it very
well may be the catalytic converter causing these symptoms. One of the best indicators of a
clogged fuel pump is going to be that the your Impala is difficult to start. A fuel pump that is
going out is going to feel the same as a bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel
pump vs bad fuel filter very challenging. How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will
have high pressure on its input side and low pressure on its output side. A bad fuel pump will
have low pressure on both sides. They are both going to cause the same hesitation at high
speed and difficulty starting. The only way to truly tell is to place a fuel pressure gauge on both
sides of the line and get a reading from both. A priming fuel pump sounds like a high-pitched
whine for a few seconds and can be heard with a sharp engine right after the ignition key is
turned, but before the starter is engaged. The symptoms of a bad fuel pump match a lot of other
common problems that can occur in the Chevy Impala. Testing the pump and pressure on each
side of it are going to be the quickest ways to rule it out. If there is anything you would like to
add, please leave a comment below. Good luck! Challenges Starting the Engine One of the best
indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going to be that the your Impala is difficult to start. When
the fuel pump goes bad on your GM 3. Although it stinks that your vehicle is not starting, the
cool thing is that testing the fuel pump is not hard. I'm going to show you two different methods
that you can use to verify if the no start condition on your 3. Now, in case you're wondering, in
this tutorial I'm gonna' show you 2 specific tests. One fuel pump test involves using just
starting fluid. The other involves using a fuel pressure gauge which is the most accurate of the
two. Be very careful. Take all necessary safety precautions and stay alert. You'll be able to
accomplish both tests, indicated in this article, without any unhappy consequences, if you're
careful and use common sense. I mentioned at the beginning of this tutorial that a bad fuel
pump will cause your 3. Well, there are a few other specific symptoms you'll see. These are:.
Although the above list is a not a very complete list of symptoms, the theme that runs thru'
them, and any other related symptom, is that the engine will crank and crank, but not start.
Owning a fuel pressure gauge is now becoming a must. All vehicles now use an electrical fuel
pump to deliver fuel under high pressure to the fuel injectors and the best way to diagnose this

fuel pump is with a fuel pressure gauge. In all of the GM 3. The price difference depends on
whether you're buying a non-professional technician grade tool or a professional technician
grade tool. Whichever one you buy, it's an investment that will pay for itself many times over.
Your local parts house will have a fuel pressure gauge set to sell you, although you'll pay more
for it and it won't be a professional grade tool if that's what you're looking for. All of the fuel
pump pressure test kits above have the fitting that will connect to your vehicle's Schrader valve.
GM has made it super easy for you and me to test the fuel pump with a fuel pressure gauge ,
since they have installed a fitting called the Schrader valve on the fuel pressure regulator to
which you and I can connect the fuel pressure gauge to see photo above. Using a fuel pressure
gauge is one of the most accurate ways to make sure that enough fuel is reaching the fuel
injectors. If you do own a fuel pressure gauge, this is the test for you. As mentioned in the
previous page, you can run down to your local AutoZone or O'Reilly auto parts and rent one
too. When ready, ask your helper to crank the engine while you observe the fuel pressure
tester's gauge. Your fuel pressure gauge will register one of the two following results: 1. The
fuel pressure gauge will register 35 PSI, or 2. The fuel pressure gauge will register 0 PSI. This
confirms that the cause of your 3. Now, I'm going to make one more recommendation to you:
Before you condemn the fuel pump as bad, check that the fuel pump is getting 12 Volts as the
engine is cranking. This is just to make sure that the fuel pump relay and fuse are OK and doing
their job. What you'll have to do to accomplish this is to attach a multimeter in Volts DC mode to
the wire that supplies this voltage to the fuel pump and while a helper cranks the engine, verify
that the fuel pump is getting this power. This fuel pressure gauge result let's you know that the
fuel pump is working and delivering enough fuel to the fuel injectors. The reason your 3. The
fuel pump is OK. I suggest you take a look at the section More 3. But conversely, the dolphins
had always believed that they were far more intelligent than man â€”for precisely the same
reasons! As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying purchases
from the Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps support my work in
bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2.
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Please try again later. Verified Purchase. Old Impala - gas gauge stopped working. U-tube video
showed an access plate in the trunk and how to replace without dropping the tank. The part
itself is an exact replacement - meaning, some pumps have reconfigured the electrical
connections. This pump does not do that - so you can just plug it in. The apparent downside to
this is that the electrical connections have been known to fail - there's a write up with the pump

that tells you to look for signs of over-heating. Mine looked fine. It also comes with a new
gasket. The hardest part of the entire job was removing the back seat to get better access. Once
that was done - pretty straightforward job. Remove plate; disconnect electrical connections;
disconnect fuel lines; pull out pump; reverse - oh yeah - vacuum, vacuum, vacuum - you do not
want any of the years of dirt getting into the fuel tank. About an hour later, pump was installed
and working great. Best yet Terrible since I refused to buy a cheaper one. Beware of this one.
Hauser on October 18, Images in this review. My mechanic wanted me Holy crap I installed it in
less than an hour through an access panel in the trunk, he insisted the tank had to be dropped. I
asked why, to clean the tank? He said, no to get at the pump! I just saved I was confused when
my mechanic told me the part was The same exact brand and part number! The Delphi American
made unit is about SO where I don't think I could ever go back to him now, what a shame. I
mean an hours time for Pump went in, car started, done! This was for my Impala LS at miles.
Everything came as promised, including matching connections. Along with the enclosed
instructions, I followed advice from a couple youtube videos and the work was easy from the
backseat. I vacuumed beforehand, but after removing the cover, I needed to vacuum again. As I
lifted the old unit out and tipped it to drain any fuel, even more dirt fell off the top of the unit
onto the floor. Vacuumed again. It took me an hour at a slow, methodical pace. I have a impala
3. Gauge would show full no matter how much fuel is in. This always starts out that the fuel will
go about half way then start to go back to full instead of empty then it stays at full after a period
of time. This pump went in fine and fixed the issue. Car feels a little more responsive as well.
Instructions could be better for someone who has not done this before but luckily I have. Trust
me, it is. That junk lasted less than a month. Buy THIS one for your tank and do the job once!
You'll be thankful you spent the extra money!! Was a direct replacement of my fuel pump in my
Buick Century. Don't waste your money on the cheaper pumps. Or you'll be doing the job twice.
Do it right the 1st time. Plugged in and worked well. I had to use the OEM seal on the pump
rather than the one bosch supplied as it was enough thicker that the lock ring would not turn a
bit. Buick started right up and mi later is working well. See all reviews. Top reviews from other
countries. Still working great with no issues after a month and a half. Pump still works amazing
after a month and a half of having it installed in my car. The only issue I ran into while installing
it was that the black rubber gasket seal was too thick for the opening of the tank that it wouldn't
sit correctly thus having to use the rubber gasket seal off the old fuel pump. Everything else in
terms of wiring connected without an issue and it's great to have a working gas gauge after 2
years of the needle being either stuck on empty or going just past half full and slowly going
back to empty again. Great company,great pump,great price! Bosch all the way!!! Thank you.
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