1998 honda accord starter relay location

Automobile designers regulate high current devices or systems, such as the starter or fuel
system, with a smaller amount of current controlled through a series of relays or switches. In
Honda Accords manufactured between and , the main relay serves as the "middle man" helping
other devices to control the ignition and fuel system. If your Accord won't start, then you may
have a damaged or broken main relay. Verify that the problem doesn't stem from the fuel pump,
ignition or any other source. Disconnect the battery and find the main relay. Typically, the main
relay on a Honda Accord rests behind the dashboard to the right or left of the steering while
with accessibility up under the dashboard or behind the steering column access or dash panel.
Pull the main relay from its location. You may need to push aside wires or devices or remove
devices, such as the cruise control box, that block the main relay. Use your ratchet or wrench to
remove any nuts and bolts ratchet counterclockwise attached to a device to expose the main
relay or any that hold the main relay in place. Unplug the Honda Accord's relay from the main
relay socket, which is the base connected to the wiring. Keep in mind that the socket attaches
to the relay via a tab that locks the relay to the socket. Without touching any of the wires, push
in the tab to release the relay or use a pocketknife to pop the relay from the socket base. Pop
the new relay firmly into place by gently gripping the relay socket base and pushing the relay
into it without touching the socket wiring or the solder components of the relay. Damage to the
wiring's connection to the socket or to the solder can occur if either come in contact with your
hands. Also, keep in mind that your new relay must fit snugly within the socket as a loose relay
can overheat or cause melting of the outer casing when current runs through it. Reverse the
steps you took to remove the relay. Remember to not only securely tighten all nuts and bolts,
but to also tape together with your electrical tape any loose or hanging wires. This article was
written by a professional writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point auditing
system, in efforts to ensure our readers only receive the best information. To submit your
questions or ideas, or to simply learn more, see our about us page: link below. Step 1 Verify that
the problem doesn't stem from the fuel pump, ignition or any other source. Step 2 Disconnect
the battery and find the main relay. Step 3 Pull the main relay from its location. Step 4 Unplug
the Honda Accord's relay from the main relay socket, which is the base connected to the wiring.
Step 5 Pop the new relay firmly into place by gently gripping the relay socket base and pushing
the relay into it without touching the socket wiring or the solder components of the relay. Step 6
Reverse the steps you took to remove the relay. Reconnect the battery. Start your car to confirm
that your new relay works. Tips Purchase a "workshop" manual through your dealer or online if
your manufacturer's manual didn't include a full wiring schematic, diagram or picture showing
the location of the wiring, the flow of current and switch direction placement within the Honda
Accord. Check your old relay's solder for microscopic cracks with a magnifying glass. Often a
relay stops working because a soldered joint has cracked causing resistance in the relay and a
voltage drop. Symptoms of cracked solder include motor overheating or a relay that feels hot
when touched. By resoldering cracked or worn areas, you can restore a non-working relay and
avoid purchasing new parts. Manual or wiring diagram Ratchet kit or wrench Pocket knife Main
relay replacement or kit Electrical tape Magnifying glass optional Soldering tools optional.
Never work on the electrical system without disconnecting the battery first. Live wires or
electrical surges can cause burns, melt plastic or damage wiring and parts. Honda Accord
owners have reported 7 problems related to starter relay under the electrical system category.
The most recently reported issues are listed below. Also please check out the statistics and
reliability analysis of Honda Accord based on all problems reported for the Accord. The past
month my vehicle will start intermittently. I will turn the key and nothing happens. No click from
the starter or nothing. Lights come on. Turn key to off and try again and it starts. Battery and
alternator tested good. My guess it is the starter going bad or the starter relay. Car has miles on
it. Obviously car is parked. It is random when it does happen and is happening more often. See
all problems of the Honda Accord. Took my car to dealer to fix just the airbag issue but got my
car back with broken starter relay even if I jump start my car it wont crank. Twice in the last few
months my car's engine would not turn over when I turned the key to the start position. It only
made a buzzing sound. I returned the key to the resting position and tried again. Both times it
started. I took it to the Honda dealer to have it serviced. The technician told me this was normal.
It's normal for a car to start when you turn the key. If your customer complains about it, don't
spend your time trying to fix it; there's really nothing wrong. Just tell your customer to turn the
ignition switch a little faster, and the relay won't buzz. In shop for 5 days and said problem's
fixed. In shop for 5 days, dealership said it was fixed. Back in shop currently. Safety concern life has been put in jeopardy 3 times now. I was driving my Honda Accord ex-l navi sedan and
went to get gas. As I finished pumping the gas and went to start the car the car would not start.
The car had to be towed to the closest Honda dealership. They looked at the car the next day
and said that the starter had malfunctioned and needed to be replaced. Car Problems. Starter

Relay problem of the Honda Accord 1. Starter Relay problem of the Honda Accord 2. Starter
Relay problem of the Honda Accord 3. Starter Relay problem of the Honda Accord 4. Starter
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Instrument Panel problems. Battery problems. Wiring problems. I get a clicking sound from the
starter when I go to start the car. I checked the battery and connections and that is fine. I am
looking for the starter relay so I could try replacing that before I try replacing the starter. Looked
through all the fuse boxes and did not see it. Just wondering if it might be tied in with a relay
that goes to something else, and where it might be located. Do you. If you are hearing anything,
the relay is working. This is an unusual circuit. As with many other import cars, the engineers
rely on the tiny contacts in the ignition switch to carry the high current for the starter solenoid.
That is a lot to ask of such a little switch. That can be up to around 20 amps. That is why most
manufacturers use a relay to do that job. Your circuit does include a relay, but it is in series with
the ignition switch, meaning the switch still has to carry that high current. The relay is only used
as a means of interrupting the circuit as part of the anti-theft system. It is called the "starter cut
relay" and it is located inside the car in the fuse box. Everything else has to be working except
the high-current circuit which does not have much in it. There is two wires on the starter to take
voltage readings. You can use a digital voltmeter, but for this type of test, a test light can be
more accurate. Measure the voltage on the larger battery cable at the starter solenoid. You
should find full battery voltage of Now watch what happens to it when a helper tries to crank the
engine. If it drops real low, there is a break in that cable. A common place to find the cause is
corroded strands of wire hidden under the insulation, near the ends. If that voltage does not
drop very much during the attempted cranking, measure the voltage on the smaller "solenoid"
wire. You will find 0 volts there until your helper tries to crank the engine. Then, that should go
to full battery voltage. If you see that, and the voltage stays high on the larger cable too,
suspect burned and arced contacts inside the solenoid assembly. We can do more tests to
verify that if necessary. Image Click to enlarge. Was this answer. Please login or register to post
a reply. Related Starter Relay Location Content. Starter Relay? Fluid Is Full And Clear. Radiator
Has Been Starter Motor Location? Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! The Honda
Accord Main Relay can cause you major head aches when it goes bad. It can leave you high and
dry at the most inconvenient time or place. Not only have I seen go bad myself on numerous
occasions, but I hear about this a lot on other Honda vehicles! When it goes bad, one of the
main solder joints inside the relay gets old and deteriorates and prevents contact which will not
allow power to travel through the Main Relay out to vital components under the hood which will
prevent your Honda Accord from starting. For example, your Honda Accord starts great in the
morning, drive around town, stop a the grocery store or the gas station and the vehicle no
longer starts up after a hot soak. When this happens, the engine will crank over because the
starting circuit is still good, but the Idle Air Control Valve, Fuel Injectors and Fuel Pump will not
have battery voltage because of this bad Main Relay. This will obviously prevent your Engine
from getting fuel in your Honda Accord and will result in your no start condition. On most
Honda Accords, the Main Relay is located on the dash on the drivers hand side usually to the
left of the steering column. Some are located to the right of the column. This Main relay is very
easy to replace yourself. It is usually clipped in and or held in place by one or two screws 10
mm screws or nuts. Main relay location On most Honda Accords, the Main Relay is located on
the dash on the drivers hand side usually to the left of the steering column. Updated: January
31, Climb into your car. Buckle up for safety. Turn the key in the ignition andâ€¦ nothing.
Nothing but a click. Could be a dead battery. But since the dash lights and the radio and the
headlamps seem to be working, maybe something else is the culprit. Relay vs. When you turn
the key to start your car, you are activating the ignition switch. Like most of the switches in your
vehicle, the ignition switch controls only a low-powered signal, in this case to start the engine.
But the starter itself requires a lot of power. Certainly more than the tiny wires running to the
ignition switch can handle. The starter is tasked with the job of getting the internal parts of the
engine turning, and that requires a lot of torque, thereby requiring more power. So automakers
insert a device that enables a low-power signal to trigger a high-power signal. That way, a big
job like starting an engine can be enabled by a small switch. Both a relay and a solenoid are
devices that receive a low-power signal as a trigger to close or sometimes open a much larger
circuit with more power. Now the terms relay and solenoid are often used interchangeably and
there is a lot of confusion about which is which. Hopefully we do not add to the confusion. So,
in that manner the terms are often used in place of one another. Because of its construction and
manner of operation, a solenoid is usually capable of switching a higher current than a relay.
Still, one person might refer to a starter relay and another to a starter solenoid. Further

muddying the water, these devices are located in different places on different vehicles. And
some manufacturers use both a relay and a solenoid in the ignition system. In that case, the
relay will trigger the solenoid. Signs of a bad starter solenoid. Because it is more common to
run into problems with the starter solenoid than with a plug-in relay, for our purposes we will
focus on symptoms related to the solenoid. Consider these possible signs of a failing or bad
starter solenoid when you turn the key:. Nothing happens. If you engage the ignition and it does
nothing, there are a number of problems that could account. One possibility is the solenoid.
This could mean that the solenoid is trying to engage but that the internal components are
stuck and unable to work properly. But a faulty solenoid that fails to make adequate electrical
contact inside can also produce this tell-tale sound. If the starter engages but does not
disengage when you let go of the key , the solenoid is likely bad and the starter may suffer
significant damage as a result. Intermittent operation can be a sign of a failing starter solenoid.
Other issues that present like a bad solenoid. Problems that might cause your car to act like it
has a bad starter solenoid can include:. Bad battery - If the battery voltage is low it will be
unable to provide enough power to start your engine. Blown fuse - Sometimes the simplest
explanation is the best one. A blown fuse in the starter circuit could be the cause of a no-start
problem. Broken or corroded wiring - Damaged or dirty wires to the battery or to the starter
solenoid or wires that are loose can prevent sufficient power from reaching the starter. It also
recharges the battery. If the alternator is bad, the battery may not be capable of starting the
engine. Starter - Some solenoids are mounted to the starter, but some are located directly inside
the starter housing. When this is the case, it may be necessary to replace the entire starter
when the solenoid goes bad. Sometimes the starter itself is the problem. Electrical issues can
be annoying and inconvenient. They can also be hazardous and can cause damage. If you run
into symptoms of a bad starter relay or solenoid with your car, truck, or SUV, make sure to have
a trusted tec
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hnician to diagnose the specific problem. View All Posts Next Previous. Solenoid When you
turn the key to start your car, you are activating the ignition switch. Signs of a bad starter
solenoid Because it is more common to run into problems with the starter solenoid than with a
plug-in relay, for our purposes we will focus on symptoms related to the solenoid. Other issues
that present like a bad solenoid Problems that might cause your car to act like it has a bad
starter solenoid can include: Bad battery - If the battery voltage is low it will be unable to
provide enough power to start your engine. This article is intended only as a general guidance
document and relying on its material is at your sole risk. This reservation of rights is intended
to be only as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of your State of residence. Tags:
Electrical System. Get Quote. Thank you for your quote request. A representative will get back
to you shortly. For immediate assistance please call.

