1998 chevy cavalier starter

To create this article, volunteer authors worked to edit and improve it over time. This article has
been viewed 31, times. Learn more If your starter needs replacing and you don't have the
immediate time and finances to send it to a shop, you may wish just go out on a limb and repair
it on your own. This article will help you replace your starter on a Chevrolet Cavalier or a
Pontiac Sunfire Automatic Transmission OHV 2. We've been helping billions of people around
the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed
enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider
supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in
incognito and private browsers. Please log in with your username or email to continue. No
account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By
using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow.
Download Article Explore this Article Steps. Tips and Warnings. Related Articles. Author Info
Last Updated: April 27, Jack Stands. WD Lubricant Wood Blocks. Work Gloves and Goggles.
Open the hood. Vehicles around this model year usually have a hood release lever under the
steering column to initiate this step. Once done, lift the hood and insert the stick to hold the
hood in place for operation. Disconnect the negative black cable from its battery post. Using an
8mm socket wrench or 8mm wrench remove the terminal nut from the negative cable and gently
place it somewhere safe. Doing so will reduce the chances of sparking the battery and
damaging any other electrical part in the vehicle. Simply press down on the brake as you press
and the hold the button on the parking brake to pull up the lever until it locks the mechanism.
Raise the vehicle. Remember to block the rear wheels. Remove the terminal nuts and wires.
Once the vehicle is properly raised, it's time to go under the vehicle. Place a carpet, mat, or
cardboard box on the ground to lye on and remove the two terminal nuts with a 13mm wrench
from around the electrical wires. Also, you can do this without going under the vehicle.
Depending on your preference. Remove the bell-housing shield. This mechanical part is only on
some OHV 2. If yours has it, there are 3 bolts that need to be removed from this plate. The first
located face first by the starter and the second is below the starter. The other bolt is located on
the other end of the plate between the oil and transaxle pan. Remove mounting bolts. Now that
the plate is removed there are two 15mm bolts that are connected to the starter mount.
Disconnect them with the socket and ratchet, and the starter will be removed. Once the old
starter is removed the process to insert the new one is done in reverse sequential order. On the
starter, the battery cable is connected by itself, and the other 3 wires go together. What does
this mean? The three other wires are likely for the solenoid. There should be a small threaded
piece with a loose nut on the new starter. That is where the wires will go. They are the signal
that your ignition switch sends to engage the starter. Yes No. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 0. Include
your email address to get a message when this question is answered. When jacking the vehicle
the cross member or frame rails are excellent positions if you are not sure where to put it.
Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. You should shake the vehicle slightly to check if the jack stands are
supporting the vehicle properly. Short and Long extensions would help for hard-to-reach places
over and under the vehicle. It's best to have a quality work space when working under certain
conditions i. When jacking the vehicle, be sure that you placed the jack in a proper location
under the vehicle! Helpful 2 Not Helpful 0. Do not start working under the hood or the vehicle
until you disconnect the battery cable s first! Be sure to wear Gloves to protect your hands and
Goggles for your eyes while working under the vehicle! Helpful 2 Not Helpful 1. Helpful 1 Not
Helpful 0. Don't use any other tools other than the ones essentially assigned for this operation!
Related wikiHows How to. How to. Co-authors: 5. Updated: April 27, Thanks to all authors for
creating a page that has been read 31, times. Did this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow
better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. About This Article. Related
Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to our privacy
policy. Follow Us. Learn something new from wikiHow's experts! Start Now. X Help us do more
We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and
thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! Home Chevrolet Cavalier Engine Starter. The starter
keeps trying to start. Do you. That's an awful lot of information to digest, but I still need more.
Can I assume you have to disconnect a battery cable to stop the starter from cranking the
engine? If so, remove the starter relay, then see what happens. If the cranking stops, suspect
the ignition switch. If it still cranks, disconnect the smaller solenoid wire from the starter. If it
still cranks, the solenoid is stuck due to worn and arced contacts or the drive gear is preventing
the solenoid from releasing. If this started right after the starter was replaced, check if the
smaller solenoid wire on the starter is touching the braided fat wire going from the solenoid into
the starter motor. Was this answer. Yes I have to disconnect battery to stop it. And where do I
connect the five wires that go to starter? I had to buy new starter the old one had the small stud
wiggling. Thanks for your help on the matter. Where is starter relay located? Also I have a

sensor plug that not sure where it went it has the ped 34 written on it its in front of alternator
color blue. Image Click to enlarge. Doesn't hurt anything if the smaller solenoid stud is loose,
but to prevent the vibration from work-hardening the wires inside and causing them to break, all
you have to do is tighten the nut on that stud. GM likes to use the larger battery terminal on the
starter as a convenient tie point for other circuits. They don't have anything to do with the
starter itself. It's just easier to connect them there than run them all the way back to the battery
or fuse box. There will only be one wire bolted to the smaller "solenoid" terminal. Where the
confusion comes in is if there's a second smaller terminal on the starter solenoid. That one gets
12 volts switched onto it only during cranking, but the circuits it feeds also get 12 volts from a
different source once the engine is running. I can see how mixing those up could cause the
starter to continue running. If you don't have that second smaller terminal, all you have to do is
put the single smaller wire on the smaller stud, and the large battery cable and any other wires
with a large terminal on the large stud on the solenoid. If you have two smaller studs on the
solenoid, one will be marked "S" for "solenoid" and one will be marked "R" for "relay". The
solenoid wire is typically dark brown and is fatter than the other small wires. It usually has a
black plastic part molded over the terminal and is about a half inch long. That wire goes on the
"S", solenoid terminal. Now connect the battery cable. If the starter starts cranking, disconnect
that brown solenoid wire, then see what happens when you reconnect the battery cable. If it
doesn't start cranking on its own, try it with the ignition switch. For that to work, any small wires
with real large terminals will have to be connected too to that larger stud. Once you have it
cranking properly from the ignition switch, connect the remaining wires to the "R" stud if there
is one. The starter relay will be in the fuse box under the hood. Not sure which plug you're
referring to. There can be unused plugs for things that aren't included on your car, but the best
bet is to get a copy of the manufacturer's service manual. That will show the wiring harnesses
and where the plugs go to. Thanksfor all your help I got the car running with no problems. What
I had did wrong was that I had the ground wire connected with the s stud causing a completed
circuit. Thanks again. Happy to hear it's solved. Please login or register to post a reply. The
Wires Easy to follow guide describing how an automotive engine starter motor works, this
information pertains to most vehicles. Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! Our
Address. Kings Mills, OH I have a 2. It has a new battery, which I had checked at the parts store
when bought. I also pulled the starter off and had it checked. I have checked all the wire
connections, all tight and no corrosion. Starter still turns engine over slowly, headlights burn
bright. Is it possible for a starter to check good and still be bad? Any suggestions would be
appreciated. If it has more than 50, miles on the starter I would suspect the starter. Even if it
tests good it sounds like the starter. Be careful when you remove the old one cause there may
be shims, if those shims are needed but not put back it can make the starter drag a bit too. If
there is something making it difficult to turn the engine it will also cause an increased amp draw
from the starter. Try turning the engine over by hand with a ratchet. Home Topic Cavalier
Starter. December 2, at am Viewing 4 replies - 1 through 4 of 4 total. Daniel Participant.
December 2, at pm I would also recommend this video â€”. December 8, at am EricTheCarGuy
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