1997 nissan sentra starter relay location

The starter system in a Nissan consists of the battery, ignition relay switch, starter motor and
starter solenoid. If one of these components fails, you Nissan will not start. Fortunately, you can
isolate and troubleshoot each component to quickly determine which component is causing
your Nissan not to start properly. Connect the black lead of your multimeter to the negative
battery terminal on your Nissan. Connect the red lead of your multimeter to the positive battery
terminal. Set your multimeter to "20V DC," and measure the output of your battery. If the battery
puts out less than 12 volts of power, it may not start your engine. Charge the battery until it
reads at least 12 volts of power on the multimeter, and then attempt to start the Nissan. Turn on
the headlights on your Nissan, and attempt to start the vehicle. If the headlights do not dim, the
ignition relay switch is defective. If the lights do dim, the relay switch is working correctly and
the problem is elsewhere. Locate the starter motor and solenoid on the driver's side
transmission housing. The starter is mounted to the housing, and the solenoid mounts to the
top of the starter motor. Locate the two metal connectors on the back of the solenoid. Both
connectors have a wire connected to them. Place the blade of a screwdriver over both
connectors at the same time. Signal to the second person to turn on the ignition key for 10
seconds. The engine will not turn over because you shorted out the solenoid. However, the
starter motor should turn on. If it does and it makes a smooth humming sound, the starter
motor is fine and the solenoid is defective. If the starter motor fails to turn on or it runs
intermittently, the starter motor is defective and the solenoid is most likely OK. He has
extensive experience working in supervisory roles within the wireless and Internet technologies
fields. Silket is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in business management and network technologies
at Lehigh Carbon Community College. Step 1 Connect the black lead of your multimeter to the
negative battery terminal on your Nissan. Step 2 Turn on the headlights on your Nissan, and
attempt to start the vehicle. Step 3 Locate the starter motor and solenoid on the driver's side
transmission housing. Haynes; Multimeter Screwdriver Second person. When you test the
starter motor, you are not testing the solenoid. If the starter motor is bad, it is still possible that
the solenoid is also bad, however, this is very unlikely. On Saturday the car had trouble starting
and we used push to start approximately times before it started up. It was fine on Sunday and
Monday but Tuesday morning and since then it refused to start. We picked up a replacement
starter relay part but when we open the fuse box? Inside the drivers side, we are unsure which
plug should be replaced and some are behind a sort of metal shield. Really trying to replace this
ourselves versus pay for a tow, the parts and labor at the dealership. I have included for you in
the diagrams below wiring diagrams with and without intelligent key options. Both have the
location of the starter relay location on them. I hope this helps. Tonight I started having issues
with my vehicle. I tried the crank the car and there was nothing. No sounds. No crank. No clicks.
We jump started the car to get it home with a screwdriver to the starter. Our local mechanic is
saying it is probably a starter relay. We cannot locate it. We have checked both fuse boxes
under the hood and the one under the driver side dash. Our owners manual diagram of the fuse
block looks entirely different and the manual has no mention of a starter relay. I am at a loss.
Where is it? Is the relay integrated into the fuse block itself? Was this answer helpful? The
vehicle will not start unless it is getting a signal that it is in Park or Neutral. Can you please
check fuse 12 in the interior fuse board, should be behind the dash on the left hand end. If this
is okay the easiest way to check switch function is with a scan tool check the status of the
neutral safety switch. Do you have access to a multi-meter? Regards, Joe Was this answer
helpful? Please check the power and ground and let us know what you get. Appears to be plug
and play if you can source one online this should work for you. Regards, Joe Images Click to
enlarge Was this answer helpful? I replaced clutch relay no difference. My car has new starter
and fuel pump all fuses are good. What happens when you crank the engine? Does it click at
all? If not, do you have a security light on? The other thing we need to check is the clutch
interlock switch. This is on the clutch pedal and if you just jump it with a paper clip and see if
the engine cranks and starts. This switch is what is needed to ground the interlock relay. Let me
know what you find and we can go from there. Image Click to enlarge Was this answer helpful?
That clutch relay does the job of the starter relay. Take a look at pic 2. I attached the entire
starting system schematic. If you look at pic 1, I highlighted the relay shown in the schematic. Is
that the one you replaced? If it is, confirm power to the black wire with the yellow tracer. It
should get 12v when the key is in the start position. Let me know what you find. Joe Images
Click to enlarge Was this answer helpful? I bypassed the clutch pedal and no difference. But
looking at the shamanic I traced it to the ignition cylinder after I bypass that car crank and
started. So at least you found it. Let us know if you need other info but thanks for the update.
What did you trace to the ignition switch? Was it a black wire with a yellow tracer? Was it
broken or disconnected? Let me know. I went to the store and went to leave and the car will not
turn over. All the lights come on, the radio, all the oil engine, brake lights come on the dash. We

bought a new battery and starter thinking that was the problem still will not turn over. We also
jump started the starter with a screw driver and the starter comes on fine but still did not start
the car. We checked the fuses they all look good. What could be the problem please help?
Thanks Was this answer helpful? Images Click to enlarge Was this answer helpful? We bought
this car used with 54, miles on it just under a month ago. Do you. Hello, Engine starting system
functions by controlling both starter relay and starter control relay. Was this answer. Regards,
Joe Was this answer. Just finished checking the fuse 12 and it looks okay. This the fuse I pulled
and checked. Image Click to enlarge. Regards, Joe Images Click to enlarge. Car won't start, no
crank. Your engine being a manual transmission does not have a starter relay. Hi, Is there power
to the relay? Joe Images Click to enlarge. Thank you both for the advice. Hi, I'm not sure I
understand. I have an automatic 1. Thanks Was this answer. This could be a security issue or a
neutral safety switch that is malfunctioning. Images Click to enlarge. Hello, sorry for the
confusion, our experts try their best, the starter relay is called an inhibitor relay, here is its
location. Let me know if it helps Best, Ken Image Click to enlarge. Much better Ken! Glad we can
help please use 2Carpros anytime! Where is the starter relay switch located? The inhibitor relay
is also the starter relay located in the image below Please let us know happens so it will help
others. I have a sentra. Have all power but when I turn the key nothing happens. No noise or
click or anything. I have it narrowed down to three possibilities but was wondering if there were
any others. Are there any other things I should check? Please login or register to post a reply.
Thank You. Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! One of the most important â€” and
most forgotten â€” components of any vehicle's ignition system is the starter relay. This
electrical part is designed to redirect power from the battery to the starter solenoid, which then
activates the starter to spin over the engine. The proper activation of this process allows the
ignition switch's circuit to complete, which will permit you to shut the vehicle off when you turn
the key off. Although it's unlikely that you'll ever experience a problem with the starter relay, it
is prone to mechanical failure and will need to be replaced by a professional mechanic if it
wears out. Most of today's modern cars and trucks have an electronic ignition switch that is
activated by remote key. This key has an electronic chip embedded that links up with the
computer on your vehicle and allows the ignition button to activate. There are times when this
type of key will impact the operation of the starter relay and display similar warning signs as if
this system is damaged. Listed below are a few of the symptoms of a damaged or worn out
starter relay. If you notice these warning signs, make sure you contact a local ASE certified
mechanic to completely inspect your vehicle as these symptoms might indicate problems with
other components. The most obvious warning sign that a problem with the starter relay exists is
when the vehicle won't start when you engage the ignition process. As stated above, electronic
keys do not have a manual ignition switch. However, when powered, it should send a signal to
the starter relay once the key is turned or the starter button is pressed. If you press this button
or if you turn the key on a manual ignition switch and the vehicle does not turn over, it may be
caused by a problem with the starter relay. This problem may be attributed to a circuit that has
failed, so no matter how many times you turn the key, the vehicle will not start. If the circuit has
not yet completely failed, you may hear a clicking noise as you try to turn the key. In either case,
you should contact a professional mechanic to inspect the symptom and correctly diagnose the
precise cause. When you start your engine and release the key or stop pressing the starter
button on a modern vehicle, the circuit is supposed to close, which will discontinue power to
the starter motor. If the starter stays on after the engine has ignited, the main contacts in the
starter relay have most likely welded together in the closed position. When this occurs, the
starter relay will be stuck in the on position and damage will occur to the starter, circuit, relay,
and the transmission flywheel if it is not addressed immediately. If the starter relay is working
properly, it will send power to the starter every time it is engaged. However, it is possible that
the starter relay will become damaged due to excessive heat, dirt, and debris or other issues
that might cause sporadic operation of the starter. If you try to start your car and the starter
doesn't activate instantly, but you turn the key switch once again and it works, this is most
likely due to a problem with the relay. In this case, it's important that you contact a mechanic as
soon as possible so they can determine what is causing the intermittent contact. In many cases
an intermittent starting problem is linked to a bad wire connection that may become dirty due to
exposure under the hood. This symptom is common when your battery is low on amps , but is
also an indicator that your starter relay is not sending a full signal. The relay is an all or nothing
device, meaning that it either sends the full electrical current or sends nothing to the starter.
However, there are some occasions when a damaged starter relay will cause the starter to make
a clicking sound when you turn the key. The starter relay is a very durable and reliable
mechanical part, however it is possible for damage to occur requiring a mechanic to replace the
starter relay. If you notice any of these warning signs, make sure to contact one of the

professional mechanics at YourMechanic. The most popular service booked by readers of this
article is Starting And Charging Inspection. Our certified mobile mechanics perform over
services, including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled mileage maintenances, and will
come to you with all necessary parts and tools. Our certified mobile mechanics make house
calls in over 2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair. Starting And Charging Inspection
Cost. Service Location. Vehicle does not start The most obvious warning sign that a problem
with the starter relay exists is when the vehicle won't start when you engage the ignition
process. Starter stays on after engine started When you start your engine and release the key or
stop pressing the starter button on a modern vehicle, the circuit is supposed to close, which
will discontinue power to the starter motor. Intermittent issues starting the vehicle If the starter
relay is working properly, it will send power to the starter every time it is engaged. Clicking
sound coming from the starter This symptom is common when your battery is low on amps ,
but is also an indicator that your starter relay is not sending a full signal. Home Articles. The
statements expressed above are only for informational purposes and should be independently
verified. Please see our terms of service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings.
YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related Articles. How Does a Starter Motor Work? Recent Starting
And Charging Inspection reviews. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Chris 22 years of
experience. Request Chris. Good experience. Very knowlageable, experienced man. I have high
hopes for my truck! Anderson 27 years of experience. Request Anderson. Anderson was very
friendly and professional. Kyle 12 years of experience. Request Kyle. Excellent mechanic!
James 8 years of experience. Request James. Need Help With Your Car? Related articles.
However, getting it to crank Read more. The highest tech cars can contain miles of electrical
wiring. Wires must be secured and protected from heat and debris in order to work properly.
Symptoms of a Bad or Failing Ignit
vw obd2 codes list
club car precedent light kit wiring diagram
2005 hyundai elantra owners manual
ion Ignitor Common signs include engine misfires, the Check Engine Light coming on, car not
starting, and a decrease in power, acceleration, and fuel efficiency. All of that AC system is run
by the computer. If you jump it and it works, watch my video. I even have a video "how to fix
your AC system cheaply. New battery; car won't start Hello. If the car is not starting after a
battery replacement then you either have a bad connection at the battery or it is possible that
the programming in the computer got corrupted when the voltage was lost. This can Fluctuating
RPM gauge when going up hills Hey there. It's hard to tell without further information. Automatic
transmissions rely on solenoids and electronic sensors to shift. If these sensors have failed, the
symptoms would be similar to yours. Issues with your fuel system will also produce similar
Browse other content. Schedule your Starting And Charging Inspection today! Starting And
Charging Inspection Price. How can we help? Read FAQ.

