1997 ford taurus starter relay location

A bad starter relay on your Ford vehicle will prevent the necessary electrical power from
reaching the starter motor; fail to cut off power; or keep the motor from starting at all.
Fortunately, all Ford models have a remote relay near the battery, which makes it easy and
convenient for troubleshooting. This guide will help you determine whether the starter relay on
your Ford has gone bad, using a jumper wire and a multimeter. Disable the ignition system. If
your Ford comes equipped with a distributor, unplug the ignition coil from the distributor, and
ground it to the engine with a jumper wire. If your vehicle is not equipped with a distributor, you
can remove the fuel pump relay or fuse for these tests. Have a helper turn the ignition key to
"Start. If not, make sure there is a good connection at the control circuit wire on the relay; this
is the small wire on the terminal marked with an "S. If you hear a good click, skip to Step 4.
Connect a jumper wire from the positive battery terminal to the "S" terminal on the relay. Ask
your assistant to turn the ignition key to "Start. If there is a weak or chattering click, or no
sound at all, make sure all the connections on the relay are clean and tight. The relay mounting
bracket should make good contact with the vehicle body. If all the connections are clean and
tight, yet the starter relay still does not work, then replace the relay. Check the voltage drop on
each cable connection at the starter relay. Touch the probes of a multimeter on both sides of
the same connection at the relay. The positive probe on your meter should always be on the
side of the connection leading to the positive side of the electrical current. Ask your helper to
again turn the ignition key to "Start. If you still read a high voltage drop, replace the relay.
Unplug the wire at the "S" terminal on the relay. Check the resistance between the terminal and
the relay mounting bracket using the multimeter. If there is more than 5 ohms between these
two points, clean the mounting bracket. If you still read a high resistance, replace the relay.
Check for incoming voltage at the relay "S" terminal. Connect the red probe of your multimeter
to the relay terminal and the black probe to a good ground such as a metal bracket or bolt
attached to the engine block or cylinder head. Ask your helper to turn the ignition key to "Start.
If your voltmeter still registers no voltage, replace the relay. Since Dan Ferrell has contributed
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diagram. The starter relay, unplug the relay, use jumper wire between switch side cavities, 30
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the connection to 4. Remove the G ground eyelets and place the battery cable eyelet nearest the
sheet metal on the double-ended stud. Place the ABS ground eyelet on the outer part of the stud
so that wires coming out of the ABS ground eyelet point between 12 and 3 o'clock viewed from
inside the engine compartment. If the current drain reading is found to be excessive, pull fuses
from the interior fuse panel one at a time and note current drop. Do not open any of the doors to
access the interior fuse panel as this will cause the GEM to restart the Battery Saver timer. Do
not reinstall the fuses until testing is finished. If the drain is still excessive, pull fuses from the
engine compartment fuse panel one at a time and note current reading drop. Once the current
drain has been isolated to a particular fuse, note the circuits and devices fed by that fuse and
trace them for shorts. Use in-line fuses where necessary usually after splices to isolate the
short location in the circuit. If the source of the concern is from Fuse 27 in the Instrument Panel
IP fuse panel feeding the Battery Saver relay, it is possible that the GEM is keeping the Battery
Saver activated beyond the 40 minute time-out period, possibly due to a false change-of-state
input signal. NOTE: Unsold vehicles or vehicles that are driven very little need to have the
battery maintained. Running the vehicle at idle will not be sufficient to maintain the battery state
of charge. The battery may need to be fully charged. For unsold vehicles, it is most likely the
battery has discharged normally. It is the dealer's responsibility to maintain the state of charge.
Relays normally do not stick in the ON position. This can be checked by using a multimeter set
to measure voltage. Remove the relay and measure between the terminals in the power
distribution box or junction box for the relay control coil circuit. A voltage reading other than 0
V indicates the relay is being commanded ON. Relays can also be verified by using the A-B-A
substitution method to determine if the fault follows a particular component or remains with the
system. Please login or register to post a reply. When your engine is not cranking turning over it
will be mainly due to three separate areas, first it could be the battery, cables or poor
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front. Heated seat module, driver side front 14C Driving your Ford Taurus becomes impossible
when the starter motor fails. Replacing the starter is somewhat time-consuming and physically
demanding. Open the hood and unbolt the negative battery cable end from the negative battery
terminal using the battery wrench. Lift the front end with the jack and then lower it onto the jack
stands. Make sure to position the two jack stands under the right and left front frame for best
stability. Put the wheel chock behind either of the rear wheels to prevent the T
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aurus from rolling. Climb underneath the right-front side of the Taurus, with the socket set.
Disconnect the starter-motor ground wire and wiring harness using the socket set. The starter
is located where the engine and transmission join. Support the weight of the starter with one
hand while you remove the starter retaining bolts with the socket set. Compare the old starter to
your replacement starter to make sure both are exact in every physical detail. Hold the new
starter in position and thread the retaining bolts in by hand. Continue to hold the starter in place
while you tighten down the bolt with the socket set. Reattach the ground wire and starter wiring
harness in reverse of removal. Climb out and reconnect the negative battery cable. Allen
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