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The model line was sold in passenger van and cargo van configurations as well as a cutaway
van chassis that served as the basis for a variety of custom applications. Produced across three
generations, the model line was sold under a wide variety of model names under both the
Chevrolet and GMC brands. The first General Motors van was the Chevrolet Corvair -based
Chevrolet Greenbrier van, or Corvan introduced for , which used a flat-6 opposed rear engine
with air cooling , inspired by the Volkswagen bus. Production of the Chevrolet Greenbrier ended
during the model year. First-generation Chevrolet van refers to the first G half-ton production
years through General Motors saw a market for a compact van based on a modified passenger
car platform to compete with the already successful Ford Econoline and Dodge A The Chevrolet
van had a cab-forward design with the engine placed in a "doghouse" between and behind the
front seats. The implementation of situating the driver on top of the front axle with the engine
near the front wheels is called internationally a " cab over " vehicle. Engines and brakes were
sourced from the Chevy II , a more conventional compact car than Chevrolet Corvair. A
first-generation is identified by its single-piece flat windshield glass. The first Chevrolet van was
originally marketed and sold as a panel van for purely utilitarian purposes. Windows were
available as an option, but were simply cut into the sides from the factory. In , Chevrolet added
the "Sportvan", which featured windows actually integrated into the body. GMC marketed its
window van as "Handi-Bus". Air conditioning, power steering, and power brakes were not
available in the first-generation vans. The new van was of simple construction and its box shape
was designed to maximize the hauling of cargo, tools, and equipment. The base cargo model
was the Chevyvan, available with or without windows and side cargo doors. Basic amenities
such as a heater and a right-front passenger seat were options. The Warner 3-speed manual
transmission was standard with a column shift. A 2-speed Powerglide automatic transmission
was optional. The model year included minor changes. The grille openings were widened and
received one additional slot just above the bumper to increase cooling. Seat belts were added.
The Sportvan was more of a passenger-friendly van with windows molded into the van body. A
retractable rear courtesy step for the passenger side doors was used on the Sportvan. The last
model year of the flat glass front end on the Chevrolet vans was Changes included the addition
of back-up lights, the side emblems were moved forward and now mounted on the front doors,
and the antenna location was moved from the right side to the left side. The base model
"Sportvan" now had two additional trim packages available: Sportvan Custom and Sportvan
Deluxe. These featured available upgrades such as chrome bumpers, two-tone paint, rear
passenger seats, interior paneling, padded dash, and chrome horn ring. In , the Chevrolet van
received a major facelift, including moving the headlights down to a new redesigned grille,
larger, rectangular taillights, and a curved windshield. The forward control cab design was
retained, but the doghouse was lengthened, widened, and slightly relocated in order to fit an
optional Chevrolet Small-Block engine. Engine cooling was improved with the addition of an
optional larger cross-flow type radiator and a redesigned front that included a low-profile tunnel
allowing more fresh air to the radiator. Power steering and "conventional" air conditioning with
dash vents and controls were never available on the second-generation van. The headlights
were relocated into a new grille, the rectangular taillights were longer, and the windshield was
new. The model year was the only early second-generation that did not have side marker lights.
The forward control cab design was retained, but the doghouse was widened and lengthened to
fit the optional V8 Chevrolet Small-Block engine. Engine cooling was improved with a
redesigned doghouse, the addition of a larger optional cross-flow type radiator, and a
redesigned front floor tunnel to provide more outside air to the radiator. The G featured heavier
suspension, a bolt rear axle, and increased hauling capability with wheels having a 6-lug bolt
pattern. The G model was available only on the inch wheelbase version. Brakes were now
upgraded to a safer split system including a dual reservoir master cylinder. This was the first
year that Chevrolet vans had side-marker lights, mandated by federal government regulations.
The front lights were located in the middle of the front doors, while the rear marker lights were
located about a foot inward of the rear edge just below the vertical middle of the van. For the
model year, the 3-speed TH Turbo-Hydramatic automatic transmission was an option. This was
not a typical AC setup with dash vents and controls, but a roof-mounted unit with a single
blower duct that had adjustable louvers to direct airflow. The AC unit was independent of the
cabin heater. It was operated by a single knob on a roof control panel that turned on the AC and
allowed the selection of fan speed. With no actual temperature control, the fan speed was the
only way to adjust for the desired comfort level. The model year was the last year of the square
styling, front drum brakes, and I-beam front axle. It is referenced in the owner's manual, but not
mentioned in the dealer brochures. The 3-speed automatic and manual 4-speed column shift
continued to be available as transmission options. Air conditioning may not have been available
for the model year. It is not listed as an option in a detailed page brochure, and unlike , there is

no mention of it in the owner's manual. In April , [ citation needed ] GM introduced the
third-generation G-series vans as model-year vehicles. In a complete redesign of the model line,
the vans adopted a front-engine configuration adding a hood to the body [1]. In production for
25 years, the third-generation G-series vans became one of the longest-produced vehicle
platforms designed by General Motors. In line with the two previous generations, the
third-generation G-series vans again used unibody construction, integrating the frame rails into
the floorpan; the side panels were constructed of a single-piece stamping. From to , the inch
wheelbase was used for cutaway chassis; for , a single rear-wheel version was introduced for
an extended-length van body. The front suspension underwent an extensive design change,
deleting its leaf-sprung front axle; in line with C-series pickup trucks, the vans received
independent front suspension with coil springs and control arms allowing for much wider
spacing of the front wheels [2] [1]. The rear axle suspension largely remained the same,
retaining a leaf-sprung solid rear axle. The four-wheel drum brakes of the previous generation
were abandoned, as the third-generation G-series vans adopted front disc brakes. For its
introduction, the G-series model line was offered with three different engines. Alongside a
3-speed manual transmission, the 2-speed Powerglide was offered alongside the 3-speed
Turbo-Hydromatic automatic. As part of the model update, the powertrain line underwent further
revision, with the six dropped from G-series vans entirely; GM began the use of metric
displacement figures. For , a 6. For , the four-barrel carburetor for the V6 was replaced by
throttle-body fuel injection TBI , with the 5. Alongside three-speed and four-speed manual
transmissions, the G-series vans were offered with three-speed and four-speed automatic
transmissions. For , a fuel-injected 7. For , manual transmissions were discontinued and the
four-speed automatic became standard equipment on nearly all body configurations; [3] for , the
4L60E and 4L80E 4-speed automatics renamed from THMR4 and THM, respectively replaced the
three-speed entirely. While the gasoline engine offerings would remain largely unchanged after
the model year, the 6. For , the 4. As part of the shift to a front-engine design layout, the body
received a conventional hood, allowing for access to the engine from outside of the vehicle.
Prior to , the G-series cargo van was sold with only a driver's seat with an optional
passenger-side seat. Similar in appearance to the European Bedford CF introduced by GM
subsidiary Vauxhall in , the G-series vans differed from one another in divisional badging.
Alongside fender badging, Chevrolet badging was centered within the grille while GMC lettering
was placed on the hood above the grille. In contrast to the "Action-Line" pickup trucks, the vans
are fitted with a horizontal-slat grille. For , the rear bench seats were redesigned in passenger
vans, allowing them to be removed without tools. For , the exterior underwent a revision; along
with minor changes to the fenders and the introduction of larger bumpers, the grille was
redesigned. The dashboard was redesigned with recessed gauge pods and an angled center
console, a design that would remain in use through For , the grille saw a minor revision,
adopting larger side-view mirrors for the doors. A locking steering column with
column-mounted ignition switch was introduced for , with the model line relocating the dimmer
switch and wiper controls on the turn signal control stalk. As a one-year-only option, GM
offered window glass on the left-side rear door in place of both rear doors or neither. For , the
G-series van underwent a set of minor exterior and interior revisions. While retaining the
dashboard from , a tilt steering column was introduced sourcing the steering wheel from
Chevrolet mid-size sedans , moving the manual transmission shifter from the steering column
to the floor. For , GM introduced an extended-wheelbase version of the G-series van on 1-ton
series vans. While trailing Ford and Dodge by over a decade, the design was the first produced
on an extended-wheelbase design. In line with previous versions, two headlights remained
standard on cargo vans and lower-trim passenger vans with four headlights as an option on
higher-trim passenger vans. Several safety features were phased in during the production of the
final model update. For , a brake-shift interlock requiring the brake pedal to be depressed to
shift from park was introduced. For , a driver's side airbag was added to all vehicles under 8, lbs
GVWR , the new steering wheel coincided with the introduction of an updated instrument panel.
For , to bridge the gap between the G-series and the P-series stripped chassis, a heavier-duty
version of the G30 cutaway chassis was introduced. For the model year, the third-generation
G-series van was renamed the "G-Classic" and was pared down to versions with a GVWR above
8, pounds; sales were ended in the state of California. As with previous generations, the model
line was again named the G-series van distinct from the intermediate GM G platform. Offered in
10, 20, and 30 series, the Chevrolet Chevy Van cargo van and Chevrolet Sportvan passenger
van were joined by multiple nameplates through the production of the third generation. Revived
from the Tri-Five station wagon series, the Beauville was the highest-trim Chevrolet passenger
van, offering upgraded seats and interior trim. The Bonaventure was produced during the s as
an intermediate trim level between the Sportvan and the Beauville. As conversion vans were

outfitted by second parties, such vehicles were badged with the Chevy Van and GMC Vandura
cargo van nameplates. The vehicle used a Union Carbide cryogenic fuel cell to power a
horsepower electric motor. It never went into production due to cost issues and safety
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Year Select Year Don't know your type? Type Select Type. Don't know your trim? Trim Select
Trim. Don't know your style? Style Select Style. Exceptional mechanical, exterior and interior
condition with no visible wear; no reconditioning required. Minimal wear and tear with no major
mechanical or cosmetic problems; may require limited reconditioning. Normal wear and tear.
Has the vehicle ever been in an accident? Does the vehicle have any flood damage? Are there
any mechanical issues or warning lights displayed on the dashboard? Are there any panels in
need of paint or body work? Yes, 1. Yes, 2. Yes, 3 or more. Are any interior parts broken or
inoperable? Do any tires need to be replaced? Yes, 1 or 2. Yes, 3 or 4. How many keys do you
have? Does the vehicle have any aftermarket modifications? Are there any other issues with the
vehicle? Get the Edmunds Appraisal, so you know what it's worth Get an instant, no obligation
offer from CarMax to see how it compares No contact info needed, no annoying calls. Enter VIN.
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information such as the year, mileage, condition level, options and trim level. If you need a more
accurate number, head to Edmunds, input your vehicle's details and you'll get an accurate
appraisal. The value of a Chevrolet Chevy Van, or any vehicle, is determined by its age, mileage,
condition, trim level and installed options. Head to Edmunds for a more detailed appraisal,
where you can see its estimated dealer retail value along with the values for other condition
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Chevrolet Chevy Van is a good vehicle for you, check out Edmunds' expert and consumer
reviews and ratings. To see if it's priced right, check out Edmunds' free appraisal calculator.
Sponsored cars related to the Chevy Van. Sign Up. All of a sudden, the van will not go into 3rd
gear. It goes in reverse, first, and second. But when its ready to go into third, its like it goes into
neutral; just reves up. One guy said it may be as simple as a loose linkage or it needs a new
shift cable. Any ideas? Since it can only go about 15 mph, I cannot drive it to a shop. Are there
any possible repairs I could have a mobile mechanic do to get going again? Any ideas and
potential costs for this? Is this the same van with the steering problems and mismatched tires?
If so it might time to let it go. It could be a faulty solenoid. Or it could be a band adjustment is
required. Or you may need a replacement transmission. Or just a linkage needs adjustment.

Hard to say without someone knowledgeable taking a look at the shifting linkages and
measuring some transmission fluid pressures. Common sense says to start with a proper
transmission service, drop the pan, replace the filter, and refill with fresh fluid. I know this may
not help. Such a shop should be able to diagnose what the actual problem is, versus just telling
you over the phone that it needs to be replaced. You might want to ask around. How many miles
on this transmission? I bought it with , and have had three transmission services since. Turned
out to just be bad tires. Just looking for some advice here. But even if you maintain a vehicle,
things are going to wear out. If you had never maintained the transmission fluid, the tranny
would have failed long ago. Such a shop should be able to diagnose what the actual problem is,
versus just telling you over the phone that it needs to be replaced You might want to ask
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lubrication. Due to the COVID pandemic, your order may arrive later than expected so please
allow an extra few working days for your order to arrive. We can ship anywhere in the 48
contiguous U. We do not require a core charge or a return of the old part or engine. The more
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Helpful Automotive Resources. How to Avoid the Glare from Oncoming Headlights Fortunately,
there are things you can do before heading out to reduce glare. There are also some driving
habits you can develop to try to minimize the effects of glare on your eyes. Check out these
tips. Driving with your headlights on at night is crucial to ensure the safety of not only you and
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