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to you by ClassicCars. This article will explore the similarities and differences between the two.
NOTE: All references to 'bumpside' and 'dentside' trucks in this article refer to the differences in
the body-side contours. The ''72 bumpside trucks have a convex contour a 'bump' running
down the body's beltline, whereas the 'dentside' trucks have a concave contour a 'dent' , as
pictured in Fig. Swapping the bumpside body onto a dentside chassis is often a inexpensive
and less labor-intensive method comparatively speaking of upgrading an older truck to power
steering and power disc brakes. There are also several other advantages, such as:. However,
they continued to use the same-width rear differential, resulting in a mismatch between the front
and rear track widths of the bumpside-era trucks. However, this was corrected beginning with
the 2WD and some 4WD models. While the frame remained basically the same from the rear of
the cab forward, everything from the back of the cab rearward was widened out to 38", an
increase of 4". The following chart shows the widths of the rear framerails of various models:.
With the redesigned frame came a new 4"-wider rear differential housing, which finally enabled
the rear wheels to track directly behind the front wheels. Obviously, the leaf-spring mounting
pads on the newer differential were also spaced 4" farther apart on the axle tubes. The wider
framerail spacing also allowed for a rear-mounted fuel tank in most models that "is mounted
within the protection of the husky frame siderails under the rear of the pickup bed just above
the spare tire". This replaced the in-cab tank, which in turn gave the driver more room inside the
cab and some storage space behind the seat. The frame redesign didn't stop with simply
widening out the rear half Most are looking it as an upgrade If the dentside donor is a Camper
Special, then the truck is also already equipped with a standard front anti-sway bars and
possibly the optional rear bar. Bumpside trucks could only get a front anti-swaybar on the front
of F and some F models, and it was a strange piece that extended between the front radius arms
instead of being mounted up front of the axles, as in a car application. See Figs. Whatever the
reasons, if you've decided to explore the possibility, here are some of the things you need to be
aware of. Mounting the cab and front sheetmetal is a bolt-on affair However, because the rear
frame section is longer and wider, mounting the box will require a little work, though it's still
definitely do-able. The box is bolted directly to the frame. Because the dentside frame is wider,
you'll have to drill new mounting holes in the box. In of itself this is pretty straight-forward,
except that you need to consider that the factory reinforced the bed's mounting holes with
hollow tubing, preventing the bed floor from distorting when the hold-down bolts were
tightened up and to prevent the bolt heads from pulling through the floor. Because these are
inside the bed support, it'll be next to impossible to add these, but you might be able to reach in
through the end of the bed support with something long to insert a similar piece of tubing.
Otherwise, be aware that over-tightening the hold-down bolts will distort the floor and could

possibly cause the bolt head to completely pull through the floor. The other thing to consider is
the difference in wheelbase. Remember that the dentside truck frames are 2" longer behind the
cab. Therefore, positioning the box so that the rear wheels are centered inside the wheelwells
will create a slightly larger gap between the cab and the front of the box. On the other hand, if
you shift the box forward to restore the proper cab-to-box gap, then the rear wheels will no
longer be centered in the wheelwells. An example of a '72 F body mounted on a '76 chassis. In
this case, the owner centered the rear tire in the wheelwell when mounting the bed, resulting in
a 2" greater gap between the cab and the bed. There are two ways of dealing with the situation:.
Simply split the 2" difference, resulting in a cab-to-box gap that is only 1" wider than factory and
rear wheels that are about 1" farther back towards the rear of the wheelwell. Most truck owners
who do the body swap use this method and report the difference is virtually unnoticeable on a
2WD truck and not even an issue on a 4WD. The second method is considerably more work, but
the end result is better. Mount the box in the full-forward position, maintaining the proper
cab-to-box gap. Then relocate the rear spring mounts 2" forward, which will in turn bring the
entire rearend housing with it, centering the wheel in the wheelwell. Of course, this method will
probably require the need to shorten the driveshaft to compensate, and possibly the rear brake
lines. This style of swaybar interferes with header installation. The dentside version is slightly
longer and has a notch to accept the front swaybar link bracket not shown. The bracket is
identical though. You can see the notch in the end of the radius arm to accept the link rod
locating pin. These keep the hold-down bolts from distorting the bed floor when tightened
down, as well as preventing the bolt from pulling through the floor. Please save this banner to
your hard drive to place on your webpage. One of the more frequently-asked questions from
owners of truck owners involves a body swap of their ''72 body onto a ''79 chassis. Let's explore
these in more detail:. There are two ways of dealing with the situation: Simply split the 2"
difference, resulting in a cab-to-box gap that is only 1" wider than factory and rear wheels that
are about 1" farther back towards the rear of the wheelwell. All rights reserved. All brand names
and product names used on this website are trade names, service marks or registered
trademarks of their respective holders. No portion or content of this site may be reproduced or
otherwise used without explicit permission. To report problems or provide comments or
suggestions, please click here. When Ford introduced the Twin I-beam front suspension in , the
front track width increased by several inches over the previous Mono-Beam solid axle setup.
The following chart shows the widths of the rear framerails of various models: YEAR. There are
many reasons given by truck owners for wanting to swap their bumpside truck onto a dentside
chassis. The seventh generation of the Ford F-Series is a range of trucks that was produced by
Ford from the to model years. The first complete redesign of the F-Series since , the seventh
generation received a completely new chassis and body. Distinguished by its squarer look and
flatter body panels, this generation marked several firsts for the F-Series, including the
introduction of the Ford Blue Oval grille emblem. However, this generation marked the end of
the long-running F, the Ranger trim, sealed-beam headlamps, and would be the final generation
to offer a FlareSide bed with rounded rear fenders. The model line served as the basis for the
eighth and ninth-generation F-Series and the third, fourth, and fifth generations of the Ford
Bronco. Though sharing no body parts, the model line shared mechanical commonality with the
Ford E-series. In , Ford debuted a brand new, redesigned F-Series pickup truck line, with the
goal of maintaining utility while getting better fuel economy than its previous generation.
However, drastic measures were taken in reducing weight, including cutting large holes in the
frame on model year trucks. This was discontinued by for the model year. Model year â€” trucks
had a plain grille with "FORD" spelled across the front of the hood in chrome lettering, similar to
the models of the previous generation. The model year was marked by a slight but important
cosmetic change: â€”86 models had the "FORD" letters above the grille removed, and a Ford
oval placed in the center of the grille, with fewer vertical bars in the grille itself. This made the
the first model year to feature the Blue Oval on the front, a trademark of all Ford pickups since,
with the exception of the â€”present F SVT Raptor. Grille options included a full chrome grille, a
black grille or the standard flat grey plastic grille. The headlight bezels also came in several
color options, ranging from light grey, grey, dark grey, and black; with the latter two being the
most common. Introduced for models, an optional resettable trip meter was installed on
speedometers and the mileage counter was moved to the top of the speedometer as part of the
optional Sport Instrumentation Group. The Sport Instrumentation Group also included the
optional tachometer in the center of the cluster, as well as oil and ammeter gauges. In models,
the upper accent mouldings were moved below the front marker. For , the rear tailgate moulding
on XLT models was updated and previewed the design of the model. This molding has become
increasingly rare and fetches a high price. A cargo light was available as an option and was
included in the Light Group option package. The back of the glove compartment door featured

coin slots and cup depressions to hold cups and food similar to a food tray on a train. This was
a feature only found on this generation and never on later models. It also showed a diagram
with lift points as well as other mechanical information. Sliding rear windows were optional as
well as cargo lights, under-hood lights, and many others. Ford offered over options for the
seventh-generation F-Series. F-Series pickups were available in five configurations: regular cab
or SuperCab extended cab with either 6. For , numerous special order equipment was offered on
all F, 81 model pickup truck with a V6 motor , and models. These are listed below with their
respective descriptions. The seventh-generation F-Series marked a major transition in the
powertrains used by the pickup line. As before, the standard engine was a carbureted
cubic-inch inline For , this was supplemented by a 3. To further boost fuel efficiency, a
downsized cubic-inch version of the Windsor V8 was made an option; it proved unpopular and
was dropped after As Ford streamlined its small-block V8 engine lineup, the M was replaced by
the Windsor. Initially, the largest engine offered was the V8 carried over from the previous
generation; it was available only in F and certain F models. As similar-size engines were
discontinued by General Motors and Chrysler during the late s, the was discontinued after In ,
the V8 made its return as the replacement for the on models. The reintroduced was now
externally balanced, like its and Windsor stable mates. Coinciding with the reintroduction of the
big-block , Ford introduced another engine offering for buyers seeking higher-output engines.
Largely a response to General Motors, who had offered diesel-engined pickups since , Ford
produced their first North American diesel F-Series in , while in Argentina the F carried over the
same 3. Rather than develop its own engine as GM had , the 6. The was first offered in 4x4s in
as an option on models. Up until that point, it had never been offered in 4WD models. In , the
Windsor was available with electronic fuel injection as an option on models; a year later, it
became standard an industry first for full-size pickups. The F equipped with the 3-speed manual
transmission was the second-to-last American vehicle to have a column-shifted manual
transmission; it was discontinued after , a year before similar Chevrolet and GMC models. The
heavy duty Ford C6 3-speed automatic transmission, marketed as the "Select-Shift" automatic,
was the standard automatic transmission all years and came paired with most engine options if
ordered. Various transfer cases were used, most built by New Process Gear. NPF cases were
most common. Various Borg-Warner transfer cases were also used. This generation was the
first time Ford used Independent suspension on their full size 4x4 trucks, as well as being the
first time any of the Big Three automobile manufacturers made a 4x4 full size truck without a
solid front axle. From , the rear axle was typically a Ford 9-inch axle , with the Ford 8. The rear
was a Dana 60 until mid when Ford phased out that axle for their own Sterling Dana 60s could
be either full float or semi float and came with a range of gear ratios. Semi float Dana 60s were
either c-clip style, which utilize c-clips to hold the axle shafts in, or pressed in bearings which
held the axles in with a special wheel bearing that bolted to the outer axle housing inside the
brake drum. These were typically used in lighter duty trucks. Up until then, early models were
built with left over materials, making some parts tough to find. These trucks were leaf sprung
and used a single gas shock with no coil springs and radius arms like on the F For the rear axle
the F trucks used a Dana 60 for the single rear wheel trucks and a Dana 70 for the dual rear
wheel trucks until when Ford once again phased in their own Sterling axle. Factory lifts used 2"
blocks on the rear suspension, or 2" front and 4" rear on HD trucks, usually on Fs and higher
trims. Heavier duty Fs could be ordered with 2" blocks. For the first time since , the
medium-duty version of the F-Series F and above were completely redesigned. Adopting design
elements from the heavier Ford L-series conventionals, the medium-duty trucks received a
trapezoidal front grille with lowered front fenders for the first time since Sharing its cab with the
pickup trucks, the medium-duty trucks were offered as a two-door standard cab and as a
four-door crew cab. The medium-duty trucks were offered with two gasoline engine, a 6.
Multiple diesel engines were offered through its production as an option. Initially launched with
the Caterpillar and Detroit Diesel 8. With the exception of powertrain revisions, this generation
of the medium-duty F-Series was produced nearly unchanged for 19 years. For , the "FORD"
lettering was replaced by the Ford Blue Oval emblem among the final Ford vehicles to receive
the change ; for , the hood was restyled with a new grille and turn signals. For the model year,
this generation was replaced by a redesigned medium-duty range, derived from the Ford Super
Duty pickup. Dealers such as Igarreta still provide customized configurations for the trucks,
such as extended cabs and other bodywork. Additionally, the Deutz series engines 4, 5 and 6
cylinder for aftermarket were offered from to for all models, including medium duty trucks. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article needs additional citations for verification. Please
help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be
challenged and removed. Main article: Ford F-Series. Motor vehicle. Main article: Ford F-series
medium duty truck. Ford vehicles. Ford Motor Company. E-Series Cutaway F F Category
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